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ASO Marks Armenian Genomde Day With Commemoratlve Events

ZHANNA BAGDASAROV
AND M ARINE EKEZYAN
SrarrF WRITERS

To mark Armenian Genocide
Week, the Armenian Students Or-
ganization (ASO) began its com-
memoration of the 88th anniver-
sary of the 1915 massacres with
several activities on campus. The
Armenian Genocide refers to the
1.5 million Armenians who were
slaughtered by the Ottoman Turk-
ish government from 1915 until
1923. This event continues to be
remembered by Armenians
throughout the world on April 24
of every year.

Beginning on Wednesday
morning, April 23, the ASO dis-
playedinformativepostersanddis-
tributed fliers to curious students.
Ontheevening of thesameday, the
remembrance activities continued
withascreening of twofilms, Dark
Forest by Roger Kupelian and The
Handjian Story directed by Denise

Armenian Genocide Commemoration at the Free Speech Area. L to R: ASO President Sevag Tateosian,
Fresno City Councilman Tom Boyajian, and Barlow Der Mugrdechian of the Armenian Studies Program.

Gentilini. Eachfilmlastedforforty-
fiveminutesand sparked emotional
responses from the audience.

This was followed by a silent
candlelight vigil. Community
members along with Fresno State
students walked with lit candles
fromMcLaneHall towardthe Free
Speech area, where the Fr. Vahan
Gosdanian, pastor of Holy Trinity
Armenian Apostolic Church, con-
ducted a requiem service
(hokehankisd) in both Armenian
and English. The prayerswerein
memory of the fallen souls of the
1915 massacres. Sevag Tateosian,
president of the Armenian Students
Organization, commented that “It
was a successful night and we will
continue the vigil as an ongoing
tradition.”

The next day, April 24, the
Day of Remembranceof theArme-
nian Genocide, brought out com-
munity members and students to

SEE GENOCIDE PAGE 5

4th Annual Armenian Film Festival A Hit Dr. James Waller Discusses Reasons
Why People Commit Genocide

Paul Chaderjian

MiTCHELL PETERS
StarF WRITER

On the rainy evening of Fri-
day, March 14, the Armenian Stud-
ies Program and Armenian Stu-
dents Organization at California
State University, Fresno, held the
Fourth Annual ArmenianFilm Fes-
tival. With the showing of eight
short films, the festival proved to
be entertaining and educational.

The event featured the short
films of rising Armenian writers,

producersanddirec-
tors. The Festival
washeldintheAlice
Peters Auditorium
of the University
BusinessCenter, on
the campus of
Fresno State. The
festival attracted a
standing-room-only
audience from the
Fresno community
including students,
couples and fami-
lies.

The films
screened, which
ranged from 8to 30

minutesinlength,in-
cluded: Post-Soviet
Media in Armenia
(2002) (U.S), For
Which it Stands
(2002) (U.s),
Jagadakeer . . . Be-
tween the Near & East (2001)
(U.S.), Armenia: The Country, the
Culture (2001) (U.S)) by Vatche
Arabian, The Lighthouse (2001)
(U.S.), The Song of Sones (2002)
(Armenia), Piano (2001) (Arme-
nia) and Je M’Appelle (2001)
(France) by Stephané Elmadjian.
The Handjian Sory (2002) (U. S.)
by Denise Gentilini, Dark Forest
inthe Mountains (1999) (U. S.) by
Roger Kupelian, and Cold Supper
(2002) (Armenia) by Sirakan
Aboyan were screened the next
morningin Prof. Kouymjian'sfilm
class.

Withadiverseselectionof top-
ics, these films explored many dif-
ferent aspectsof Armenianculture:
charming fictitious stories, artistic
works, and subjects that touched
the heart.

“We picked the most interest-
ing films and tried to make the
program as full of variety as pos-
sible,” said Tatevik Ekezian, Vice-
President of the Armenian Students
Organization at Fresno State, who
helped organize the festival, “We
wantedtotouchonalot of different
subjects,” she continued.

Of the eight films, two in par-
ticular seemed to be audience fa-
vorites. Piano, directed by Nika
Shek, reved sthewarmhearted story
of aman whose neighbor children
call Piano. The story setting takes
placein Yerevan, Armenia.

“Itwassonatural, areal story,”
said audience member Vatche
Soghomonian. “Everything was
superb within the film.”

The second film which re-
ceived much praisewas The Light-
house, directed by Carissa D.
Vanitzian. This 18 minute film
was produced asawork of journal-
ismto exploreand uncover corrup-
tion within Armenia’s health care
industry. The film featured Dr.
Hrayr Hovaguimian, akindhearted,
humorous man, who was success-
ful in using honest business prac-
tices to beat the system.

The directors of the screened

See FiLm FESTIVAL PAGE 7

L to R: Dr. Al Howsepian, Director of the Center for the Study of
Consciousness, Dr. James Waller and Barlow Der Mugrdechian.

HAkoP TATARYAN
StarF WRITER

April is the month for com-
memorating the Armenian Geno-
cideandit wasonly fitting that Dr.
James Waller gavealectureonthe
psychology of mass murder and
genocide, during this month. At
7:30 pm on April 10, the Depart-
ment of Psychology joined with
the Armenian StudiesProgramand
the Armenian Students Organiza-
tion in presenting Dr. Waller. The
Center for the Study of Conscious-
ness, Spirituality, and Culture of
the University of California, San
Francisco-Fresno Medical Educa-
tion Program, the Eli Lilly Com-

pany, and Whitworth College also
co-sponsored the event.

Morethan 175 people showed
up to hear Dr. Waller discuss his
recently published book Becoming
Evil: How Ordinary People Can
Commit Genocide and Mss Kill-
ing. Dr. Waller is Edward B.
Lindaman Chair and Professor of
Psychology at Whitworth College
in Spokane, Washington.

Waller isawidely recognized
scholar in the field of Holocaust
and genocide studies and has held
international fellowshipsin Europe
and the United States. He received
his Ph.D. from the University of
Kentucky and his academic spe-

SEE WALLER PAGE 6
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ASP Administrative Assistant France Ziegler
Recognized for 5 Years of Service to University
StAFF REPORT

Frances Ziegler, Armenian
Studies Program Program Admin-
istrative Assistant, was honored at
the37th Annual Staff AwardsLun-
cheon on Thursday, April 3. She
was recognized for her five years
of serviceto the university and re-
ceived a certificate.

Mrs. Ziegler hasbeenwiththe
Armenian Studies Program since
1997, and has proven to be an in-
valuable addition to the Program.
She provides administrative sup-
port for the faculty and directs the
office staff.

Photo: Randy Vaugh-Dotta

Frances Ziegler

Mailing updates

Do you recelve duplicate mailings
of Hye Sharzhoom?
Have you moved or are planning to move?

Contact the Armenian Studies Program office
at 559-278-2669
to make any address corrections or updates.

Armenian Studies Program
Book/Video/CD/ Donations

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian and the Armenia Studies Pro-
gram would like to thank the donors, authors and pub-
lishers for the following books, periodicals, videos, and
archival giftseither offered personally or totheprogram

Vahé Baladouni & Margaret Makepeace, editors, Armenian Mer-
chants of the Seventeenth and Early Eighteenth Centuries. English
East India Company Sources, Transactions of the American Philo-
sophical Society, vol. 88, pt. 5, Philadelphia: American Philosophi-
cal Society, 1998xxxv, 294 pages. Thereference work contains 265
documentswith avery useful glossary and index. Donated by Prof.
Vahé Baladouni.

Ghazar Jahgetzi, Theology the Desirable Paradise (in Armenian),
reprint of the 1735 edition, Jerusalem: St. James, 2002, 704 pages,
donated by His Besatitude Archbishop Torkom Manoogian.

Mr.KarnicKouyoumdjian, Lawrenceville, NJ, for thecopy of thebook
My Patriarchal Memoirs by Zaven Der Y eghiayan.

Mr. Carl Mahakian, Rancho Mirage, CA, for all of thebooksé& archival
materials pertaining to William Saroyan.

Mr.Marcgk Marrtinn Maarritschalloevfsz, Fresno, CA, for the copy
of hisbooklet The Entrance to Heaven and the Exit of the Hell and
May God Protect and Keep an Eye on Us by Antranik Guerbidjian

TigranH. T. Sawalaniantz, History of Jerusalem(in Armenian), 2 vols.
in one, translated from grabar by Bishop Mesrob Nshanian, Jerusa-
lem: St. James, 2000, 1387 pages, a reprint of the 1931 edition.
Donated by His Beatitude Archbishop Torkom Manoogian.
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California State University, Fresno
Armenian Studies Program

Fall 2003 Schedule of Cour ses

Course [nstructor
General Education

Social Sciences, Area D3, for students using 1999/2000 catalog and after
Division 9-Other Cultures, for students using 1998/1999 catalog and before

*ArmS 10 Introto Arm Studies 3 10:00-10:50A MWF B Der Mugrdechian

Day

Division 7-Languages, for students using 1998/1999 catalog and before
«Arm 1A Elementary Armenian 4 11:00-11:50A MTWF B Der Mugrdechian

Arts & Humanities, Arts, Area C1 for studentsusing 1999/2000 catalog and after
e Arm S 20 Arts of Armenia 3 9:30-10:45A TTh Staff

Smittcamp Honors College Course

* Arm S 20 Arts of Armenia 3 9:30-10:45A TTh B Der Mugrdechian
Upper Division Courses
* Arm S108A Arm History | 3 9:00-9:50A MWF  Steff

5:00-10:00 P Fri

9:00A-5:00 P Sat

Armenians in Fresno will meet Friday, September 19 and Saturday, September 20, 2003

* Arm S 120T Armenian Church 1 5:00-10:00 P Fri B Der Mugrdechian
9:00A-5:00 P Sat

Armenian Church will meet Friday, October 10, and Saturday, October 11, 2003

* Arm S 120T 3 3:30-445PTTh Kazan Visiting Professor

* Arm S120T Armeniansin Fresno 1 B Der Mugrdechian

For moreinformation call the Armenian Studies Program at 278-2669
or visit our officesin the Peters Business Building, Room 384.

. /

Mrs. Roxie Shanenian, Fresno, CA, for the painting of “The Armenian
Coat of Arms.”

Hmayeak Shems, Erker (Works), Erevan: The Museum of Literature
and Art, 2002, 509 pages. Donated by Prof. Vahé Baladouni.

Hmayeak Shems, For theHouseof Torkom, trandated by V ahéBal adouni
& John Grey, Armenian Writers, vol. 1, Merrick, NY: Cross-
Cultural Communications, 1999, 47 pages, beautifully printed with
an engraving. Available at cccmia@juno.com. Donated by Prof.
Vahé Baladouni.

Hmayeak Shems, Patmut’iwn hay grakanut’ ean (History of Armenian
Literature), Erevan: The Museum of Literature and Art, 2002, 319
pages. Donated by Prof. VVahé Baladouni.

Hmayeak Shems, Erker. Hmayeak Shemsi khosk’erov (Songs with
Words by Hmayeak Shems), collected by Vahé Baladouni, Erevan:
The Museum of Literature and Art, 2001, 118 pages, the scores and
words of a large number of art songs. Donated by Prof. Vahé
Baladouni.

Mr. Martin Tourigian, Drexel Hill, PA, of the paintings, sheet music,
and archival material.

Arman Vartanyan, Istanbul, Turkey, for the copy of hisbook Lavme (A
Favor).

Armenian Studies Program Faculty and Staff:

ASP Annual Fund

additions as of April 10, 2003 Dickran Kouymjian, Haig and Isabel Berberian

Professor of Armenian Studies, Coordinator

Supporters
Todd Cereghino

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Lecturer, ASO Advisor,
Hye Sharzhoom Advisor

Frances C. Ziegler, Program Administrative

Carolyn Chooljian Assi stant

Hye Sharzhoom is a supplement of The Collegian and the newspaper of
the CSUF Armenian Students Organization and the Armenian Studies
Program and is funded by the Associated Students. Articles may be
reprinted provided Hye Sharzhoom is acknowledged. Hye Sharzhoom
welcomes prose, poetry, articles and other material from its student
readers. For further information concerning the newspaper or the Arme-
nian Studies Program:
Armenian Studies Program
5245 N. Backer Ave. PB4
Fresno, CA 93740-8001
Telephone (559) 278-2669 « FAX (559) 278-2129
http://www.csufresno.edu/ArmenianStudies/

Flora Dinihanian

Ms. Elizabeth Kazanjian
Judy Michalowski
Minas Tanielian

Nancy Vartanian
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W. Saroyan on Iceland National Radio

INGIBJORG THORISDOTTIR
SeeciAL TO HYE SHARZHOOM

In December of 2002 Ingibjérg
Thorisdottir wastryingto put some-
thing about William Saroyan and
the Armenians on public radio in
Iceland and so contacted Dr.
Dickran Kouymjian for sugges-
tions. Hesentthem. Shethenasked
if theradio station could interview
him, and after agreeing, Professor
Kouymjian was interviewed for
aboutanhour. Apart of that narra-
tive, was part of the eventual show.
Ed.

From 1991 to 1994 | was a
dramastudent at Fresno State. Dur-
ing that time | came to know the
Armenian writer William Saroyan
through taking a course in Arme-
nian studies with Dr. Dickran
Kouymjian. | thought Saroyan's
work was beautiful. His thoughts
simple, yet so deep. His complex,
but yet simple, characterswerejust
fascinating. His background as an
Armenian was as dramatic as was
hislife.

When | came back home to

Iceland | really wanted to translate
some of hiswork. | found out that
some of hiswork had already been
translated by great Icelandic writ-
ers such as Nobel-prize winning
author Halldor Kiljan Laxnessand
one of Iceland’ sbest poets, Gyrdir
Eliasson. It wasn't until this year,
almost ten yearslater, that | finally
decided to make a radio program
about Saroyan’'s life and work.
Needless to say | contacted Dr.
DickranKouymjiantoget hisopin-
ion and of course he was very
pleased to assist. | got many books
about Saroyan from the Icelandic
National Library and interviewed
many lcelanders who knew his
work. | called Dr. Kouymjian in
Parisand when | had enough mate-
rial | made a radio program filled
with Armenian music and readings
from Saroyan’s short stories.

The Icelandic National radio
stationiswidely listenedtoall over
the country. | got prime-time spots
on two Sunday mornings, the best
time for airing a program such as
this one.

Many people who listened to
the program contacted me. Actors,

\ 8

Ingibjoérg Thorisdottir

peopleat theUniversity, andfriends
thought that the program was very
interesting. Peopleasked mewhich
of his works had been trandated
and where his books were sold.
Some are encouraging meto write
somemore about Saroyan and how
| came to know hiswork. One day
maybe | will.

Saroyan has therefore gained
more readers and fans outside the
U.S. in a far away island in the
north.

Peace be with you all.

Neery Melkonian Presents Work of NK
(Nagorno-Karabagh) ARTS in Shushi

Culture  of
Karabagh had
been a guest of
Melkonian’sin
New Y ork, and
invited her to
Karabagh.
Becauseof
the region’s
natural beauty
and its histori-
cal monuments
Karabagh was
anideal sitefor
developingcul-
tural tourism.
The plan
was to develop
an annua cul-
tural festival in
the city of
Shushi, so in
2001 NK
ARTS held its
first annual arts
festival. More

Neery Melkonian

GEVORK ARISTAKESYAN
StaFF WRITER

OnWednesday, March5, 2003
the Armenian StudiesProgramand
the Armenian Students Organiza-
tion hosted a special presentation
by Neery Melkonianof NK ARTS.

NK ARTS is a non-profit or-
ganization that was started by
Melkonianinthespring of 1999, to
introduce the rich culture of
Nagorno-Karabagh (Artsakh) tothe
world. Nagorno-Karabaghisanin-
dependent republicintheCaucasus,
whereitspredominantly Armenian
population fought a six-year war
withneighboring Azerbaijanforits
independence.

Asanartist, Melkonianwanted
to get involved in Armenia or
Karabagh, and chose to begin her
project out of a feeling of social
responsibility. The Minister of

than 1200

people enjoyed
the music and the arts that were
presented.

NK ARTS consists of five
branches, of which the Shushi fes-
tival is the conduit. The goal isto
make the festival into an interna-
tional destinationfor worldfestival
goers. The Karabagh government
hasbeen helpful toNK ARTS, pro-
viding logistical support and trans-
portation.

Oneof thesefivebrancheswas
the establishment of an artisan
workshop in the village of Nungi.
Nungi has a population of about
400 peopleand hasbeen knownfor
200 years as a dynamic ceramic
center. Only one ceramics master
Vartan still remains and makes
potterty asit used to bemade; using
hisadvice, they restarted theactivi-
ties. The government provided the
oldworkshop. Noé€lectricity or run-
ning water are available at the site.
A horse operates the clay mixer

just like old times.

Each branch of the project has
an outside director as a way of
linkage. Jeff Ryan, a potter from
the United States, lived in the vil-
lage for ayear, supervising the re-
vival of the pottery operation. Ap-
prentices were hired and trained
and are paid as full-time workers.
NK ARTS will distribute the ce-
ramics produced in the workshop
in the United States. The pottery
which they produce can also be-
comesomethingwhichwill beuse-
ful in Armeniabecauseof thebuild-
ingboominArmeniaand Karabagh
and the need to produce roof tiles
and bricks.

Future projectsfor NK ARTS
are to introduce Karabakh's tradi-
tional folk-remedies to the West.
The use of herbs for organic treat-
ments has a long history in
Karabakh, and some of thesetreat-
ments are unknown in the United
States. A professor from Armenia
has already begun to identify some
of the compounds which could be
used commercialy.

Thisyear NK ARTS will al'so
be producing a documentary film
on Nagorno-Karabakh, which will
be shown on cabletelevision chan-
nels such as The History Channel
and Discovery Channel.

NK ARTS goal isto motivate
the peopleto feel proud and digni-
fied. providesthepeopleof America
withknowledgeonKarabakh’ sarts
and cultures, and it also gives
Nagorno Karabakh recognition in
the world community.

The second year of the Shushi
Festival, heldin 2002, wasdevoted
to Film. Thethird year of the Festi-
val will be devoted to theater and
dance and will be held in Septem-
ber 2003.

Thelecture, which was part of
the Spring Lecture Series of the
Armenian Studies Program, was
held in the Alice Peters Audito-
rium.

ASO Continues Strong

ALEX BuncH
StaFF WRITER

During the fall 2002 semes-
ter, the Armenian StudentsOrgani-
zation (ASO) got off to a great
start, and has continued its success
in the spring 2003 semester. The
first eventinthe springwasameet-
ing a Dominion Pizza, located at
Cedar and Shepherd. Students ate
pizzalike there was no tomorrow,
and the conversations were going
non-stop. Everyone was greatly
enjoying themselves. After eating
and socializing the ASO general
meeting was held. We discussed
possible events for the spring se-
mester and everyone was pleased
with what the ASO was planning.

The next major event wasthe
ASOWinter Dance. Thedancewas
held at the Smittcamp Alumni
House, located oncampus. Thefood
was great, and the dancing was
non-stop. Everyone had a good
time. Another dance should be
planned for next year, because it
Was a SUCCESS.

Y et another fun event to at-
tend wasthe 4th Annual Armenian
Film Festival. Some great films
about Armenia were shown. They
werepickedwell and not only were
they interesting, but they wereedu-
cational aswell. Welearned some-

thing about Armenian history, in-
cluding genocide and the Arme-
nian church. We learned about the
current conditionsin Armenia, spe-
cifically relating to healthcare and
the current media. In regards to
healthcare, there are many people,
specifically children, who need
specia treatment, which is very
costly. During one of the films,
there was an Armenian cardiolo-
gistwhowasexplainingto usabout
what problems there are and pos-
siblesolutions. Thefirst solutionis
money. Money is needed to buy
medical suppliestoprovidethebest
treatment.

This final activity was not
full of joy, rather itisimportant and
serious; remembering the Arme-
nian Genocideof 1915. Not aneasy
subject to talk about. For many
people, thisbringsabout many emo-
tional feelings, and who can blame
them? Thegenocideisstill consid-
ered to be a contemporary issue
and many people are connected to
it in one way or another.

Finally, the ASOiscurrently
planning to end another successful
year by having an outdoor BBQ. Of
course being Armenian, you know
there will be plenty of delicious
food. Look for further announce-
mentsfor datesandtimes. | hopeto
seeyou al there!

ASO Volunteers for Valley
Public Television Telethon

ASO members at KVPT telethon.

SevaG TATEOSIAN
Ebitor

OnThursday, March 13, mem-
bers of the Armenian Students Or-
ganization (ASO) along with advi-
sor Barlow Der Mugrdechian
teamed up with K.V.P.T. (Valley
Public Television) in an effort to
raisepledgefundsfor theoperation
of the station. K.V.P.T. isthe pub-
lic television station serving the
San Joaquin Valley.

Thiswasthefirst timethat the
ASO helped the station in raising
pledges on a live telethon. How-
ever, the station is a very strong
supporter of Armenian issues and
has shown many videos on Arme-
nian oriented topics. Furthermore
it has, on many occasions, had sev-
eral Armenian organizations
throughout the community help
them with raising funds for their
station.

Two films were shown from
8:00-11:00 pm. The first was The
Armenian-Americansandtheother
was Armenia: Story of Survival,
both produced, directed, and writ-
tenby Andrew Goldbergfor WLIW

21 Public Television of New Y ork.
There were several pledge breaks
during andin-betweenthetwomov-
ies, where the ASO students that
were manning the phone lines,
could be seen. Peter Nazaretian of
Fresnowasthehost for theevening.

It was a night that those who
took part in will remember for a
long time. The actua studio itself
was exciting. As the ASO mem-
bers entered the studio, all of them
had asmile on their face. Thiswas
because the studio looked exactly
like one from the backstage of a
major motion picture. This made
the students feel like movie stars
for the night.

Overdl, the event was a great
success. The ASO surpassed the
pledge-goal that was set for the
evening. Infact, that night wasone
of themost successful pledge-nights
for the station. Most importantly
the ASO membershad awonderful
time with each other and a power-
ful bond was formed by those who
took part. Asthe night ended, most
of the students asked, “When can
we come back?’
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Seniors Graduate with Armenian Studies Minors

Name: David
Simonian

Age 22

Major: Ag Business

Jeffrey

What are your plans after
graduation?

| plan to work for the family
business as a produce sales-
men.

Wheredoyou seeyour selfin
ten years?

Intenyears, | seemyself asa
successful businessmanwork-
ing on starting afamily.

What was the most influential part of your college experience?
My friends, professors, and my parents were the greatest influence
during my college experience.

How hasthe Armenian Studies Program affected you?

The Armenian Studies Program has taught me a lot about my
heritage. Furthermore the program has made me look at the person
| am and the person | want to be.

What advice do you have for incoming freshmen?
College brings about abundant amounts of opportunities; take ad-
vantage of as many of them as possible.

Name: Timothy Luke
Kuckenbaker
Age 22

Major: Political Science

What are your plans after
graduation?

| plan on enrolling in the
Teacher’ sCredential Education
Program here at Fresno State.

Where do you see yourself in
ten years?

| see myself as an influential
history and a student govern-
ment-leadership teacher, while
asketball.

simultaneously cohi ng varsity b

What was the most influential part of your college experience?
The courses| took from Professor Barlow Der Mugrdechian. If you
haven't taken any courses from him you don'’t realize how much he
influences you to attend lectures, folding Hye Sharzhoom papers,
being ontime, not eating in class, oh yea, hewill also encourageyou
to succeed. Thanks Professor Der Mugrdechian. Just as influential
was Dr. Dickran Kouymjian. Each conversation | had with him
resulted in me growing as a person.

How hasthe Armenian studies program affected you?
I have gained more knowledge about my Armenian heritage and
culture than | could ever envision.

What advice do you have for incoming freshmen?

Even if you're not working on Armenian Studies minor, everyone
should consider taking an Armenian Studies course at least once.
And lastly don’t forget to turn off your cell phonesin class!!

Ho0%4

Name: Arpik Paraghamian

Age 24

Major: Mass Communication and
Journalism, specialization: print media

What areyour plansafter graduation?
After graduation | plan to do the things |
didn’t have time for when | was in school,
liketravel with my husband and spend more
time with my family. | will also continue to
pursue my writing career.

Wheredo you see yourself in ten year s?
Thereareonly two things| really want to do
by the age of 30: buy ahouse and have kids.
Whatever lifebrings after that | will be open
to.

What wasthemost influential part of your
college experience?

What influenced my collegeexperiencewere
the few good professors | came to know
during the past five years. | learned more
from them than | expected.

How has the Armenian studies program
affected you?

Armenian students in this area are lucky to
have the Armenian Studies Program. Not
many universities offer such a program and
many Armeniansgrow up not knowing what
they should about therich culturethey come
from. Minoring in Armenian Studiesis one
of the best decisions | could have made.

What advice do you have for incoming
freshmen?

I would advise incoming freshmen to take
advantage of al the services the university
has to offer, like the four-year plan, or else
they will be here forever.

Name: Ara Mekhitarian
Age: 22

Major: Business,
Information Systems

What are your plans after
graduation?

After graduation| plantomove
to Los Angeles and acquire a
position in corporate banking
with Wells Fargo.

Wheredoyou seeyourself in
ten years?

Intenyears| plantobemarried
and haveafamily. Career wise,
I wouldliketohaveobtainedan
MBA and moved into a senior officer position.

What was the most influential part of your college experience?
In the summer of 2001, | traveled to Armenia aong with seventeen
other studentsunder thedirection of Professor Barlow Mugredechian.
| had alwayswanted tovisit my homeland, and actually seein person
what | had spent yearsstudyinginmy Armenian courses. It wasgreat
to visit the historic churches and landmarks. This experience | will
never forget.

How hasthe Armenian studies program affected you?

My Armenian studies courses were by far the most enjoyable of my
classes. | built strong relationships with my professors and class-
mates while developing a greater understanding of my culture and
heritage. 1 would like to give a special thanks to Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, who in the past five years has been a great mentor.

Name: Eric Mouradian

Age: 22

Major: Business Administra-
tion with a certificate in entre-
preneurship

What are your plans after
graduation?

My current employer, Wells
Fargo Bank, has offered me a
fulltime position; | plan on ac-
cepting the position, working
and studying for the GMAT
test to get into the MBA pro-
gram here at Fresno State.

Wheredo you see yourself in ten years?
| see myself married while simultaneously advancing with Wells
Fargo.

What was the most influential part of your college experience?
The most influential experience was my trip to Armenia. Professor
Barlow Der Mugrdechian took 18 Armenian studentsto Armeniato
tour the country. | will never forget that experience.

How hasthe Armenian studies program affected you?
TheArmenian Studies Program hastaught mealot about my culture.
It has opened my eyesto how wehavesurvived for solong. Themost
intriguing aspect about the program was the amount of non-Arme-
niansinthe classes. Thiswasagreat way to educate non-Armenians
about our affluent history.

What advice do you have for incoming freshmen?
Take your time, and have fun!

2002-2003 Scholarships & Grant Awards

The Armenian Studies Program awarded scholarships and research grants from seven
different endowment or scholarship funds and research grant for atotal of $45,000. These
scholarships encourage students to pursue minorsin Armenian Studies and to enroll in the
various course offerings. We ask our students and our supporters to tell their friends and
relatives about the Armenian Studies scholarship program and encourage them to apply.

Applying has become simplified and is entirely online through the Program website at
http:www.csufresno.edu/ArmenianStudies and the University website at
http:www.csufresno.edu.

Nerces and Ruth Azadian Memorial Scholar ships
Marine Ekezyan, Fresno, Biology; James K aribian, Fresno, Business ad. entrepreneurship;
Kara Samuelian, Fresno, Liberal studies

Y ervant, Rose and Hovannes L evonian Educational Grant

Anna Abramyan, Fresno, Nursing; William Aceves, Clovis, Business ad.-marketing; Rita Alves,
Fresno, Libera studies; Thomas V. Bagdasarian, Fresno, Psych.; Dikran Chekian, Fresno,
Business; Anthony J. Creek, Fowler, Mass comm. and journ.; Gilbert Elasmar, Fresno, Business
ad.; Lauren D. Garry, Fresno, Pol. science; Razmik Hakopian, Fresno, Undeclared; Anna
Hakopyan, Fresno, Pre-nursing; K evin Kandarian, Fowler, Ag. business; NyrieK ar kazian, Fresno,
Journalism; VaheK esablyan, Fresno, Health sc.; Bryan G. Kirkorian, Fresno, Economics; Sebouh
P. Krioghlian, Fresno, Biol; Tim Kuckenbaker, Clovis, Pol. science; Ernest R. Martirosyan,
Fresno, Undecl.; Ara Nalbandian, Fresno, Comp. science; Azniv Orinakyan, Fresno, Liberal
studies; Vahan Papyan, Yerevan, MBA; Armen Postoyan, Fresno, Business ad-Intl. business;
TatyanaR. Ryabova, Clovis, Econ.; Arthur Stepanian, Fresno, Undeclared; Hakop K. Tataryan,
Fresno, Accounting; Sevag Tateosian, Fresno, Crim.; Akop Torosian, Fresno, Biology; Robert
Torosian, Fresno, Crim.

Koren and Alice Odian Kasparian Scholar ship
NatashaAzarian, Fresno, Ling.; Jayson Emerian, Fresno, Mech. engineering; Tamar aK ar akashian,
Fresno, Liberal studies; Ara Mekhitarian, Fresno, Business ad.-info. systems

CharlesK. and Pansy Pategian Zlokovich Scholar ship

Zhanna Bagdasarov, Fresno, Psychology; Iley Ballinger, Fresno, Geomatics engineering; Irina
Boyadjian, Fresno, Liberal studies; Alex Bunch, Concord, Biol; Joseph Dobbins, Fresno, Comp.
science; Tatevik Ekezian, Fresno, Biol.; Lisa Fazio, Fresno, Business ad.-info. sys.; Ashley
Fredericks, Fowler, Business ad.-marketing; Narine Goukasian, Fresno, Social work; Evelina
Gyulnazaryan, Sanger, Nursing; CarinaK ar akashian, Fresno, Busad.; TaleneK asparian, Selma,
Bus ad.-entrepreneurship; Staci Kellas, Clovis, Liberal studies; Lucas Lichtenwaldt, Tehachapi,
History; Ara Mekhitarian, Fresno, Bus ad.-info.sys.; Paul Shapazian, Fresno, Undec.; Justin
Surabian, Reedley, Bus ad.-info. systems; Christopher Torosian, Fresno, Ag. business; Michael
Torosian, Fresno, Ag. business, Nancy Vartanian, Modesto, Economics

The Pete Peter s Endowment

Barseg Abanyan, Fresno, Health sci.; Christina Ajamian Fresno, Kinesiology; Natasha Azarian,
Fresno, Ling.; Tatevik Ekezian, Fresno, Biol; Jacklin Gharibian, Fresno, Art; Gabriel Halls,
Sanger, History; Tamara K arakashian, Fresno, Liberal studies; Ara M ekhitarian, Fresno, Bus ad;
TobiasRiday-White, Berkeley, History; Taguhi Semir dzhyan, Fresno, Phil.; Christopher Tozlian,
Fresno, Business ad.; Marjorie Visser, Clovis, Comm. disorders

Telfeyan Evangelical Fund, Inc.
Eric Mouradian, Fresno, Business ad.-entrepreneurship

TheHarry and Mary Topoozian Armenian Studies Merit Scholar ship Fund
Christopher Tozlian, Fresno, Business ad.

Photos: Randy Vaughn-Dotta
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ASO members gather at the Armenian Martyrs Monument in the Free Speech area-April 24.

the Free Speech area, where those
who attended showed their support
by wearing either black or red
armbands.

ASO president Tateosian
opened the ceremony by welcom-
ing Fresno City Council Member
Tom Boyajian, who spoke on be-
half of the community and ex-
pressed hisattitudesabout thecom-
memoration. He stated that even
though many Armenians were
killed during the massacres, the
Armenian people overcame that

etry. Gevork Aristakesyan pro-
vided a moving example of the
passion felt by many Armenians
toward their homeland, by reciting
a poem Hayrenik, in Armenian,
written by Fresno resident Sarkis
Gavlakyan. A second poem, The
Dance, written by Armenian poet
Siamanto, and recited by Lori
Garabedian, gave the listeners a
depiction of the reality of the past
incidents. The poem provided a
description of the barbaric actions
onthepart of the Ottoman Turks; it

tragedy and spoke
grew stron- about
ger. Hepre- young
sented Pro- Arme-
fessor niangirls
Barlow Der that were
Mugrdechian forced to
with a dance
plaque, nude for
which stated theTurk-
the Fresno ish gen-
City Council darmes
recognition before
of aDay of L. Gevork Aristakesyan they
Remem- were

brancefor the Armenian Genocide.
He thanked Der Mugrdechian for
hiscontinued work withthe Arme-
nian Studies Program.

This was followed by a short
speech made by Associated Stu-
dents Senator Tim Kuckenbaker.

Afterward, two students ex-
pressed their feelings through po-

Photos: Barlow Der Mugrdechian

bathed in kerosene and burned to
death.

After presentations, in a con-
tinuing Fresno State tradition,
people were handed carnations to
place onto amodel of the Martyrs
Monument, located in Yerevan,
Armenia. Two duduk (traditional
Armenian instrument) players,

L to R. Duduk players Kajik Martlrosyan and Vartan
Frnzlyan during the April 24 commemoration.

Vartan Frnzlyan and Kajik
Martirosyan, played several som-
ber music as each person paid his/
her respects. Several peopletook a
moment of silence around the
monument and prayedforlostloved
ones.

It was a day for everyone to
recognize and take the time to re-
member thetruth of the 1915 geno-
cide. Thisday helped many realize
that astrong nationisbuilt uponits
ability toriseup from such atragic
circumstances.

California Legislature
Designates April 24, 2003
as “Day of Remembrance
of the Armenian Genocide”

Sacramento—TheCaliforniaA ssembly yesterday passed Sen-
ate Joint Resol ution (SJR)1 (Poochigian, R-Fresno), whichwasthe
final legidative hurdlefor the State L egidatureto officially desig-
nate April 24, 2003, asthe” Day of Remembrance of the Armenian
Genocide” and request the United States Congress to also com-
memorate the Armenian Genocide. The bill passed both the
Assembly and Senate this week with overwhelming support.

“1 am pleased with California’ slong-standing record of recog-
nizing the Armenian Genocide,” said Senator Poochigian. “Com-
memorationssuch asthisareimportant to thefamiliesof thosewho
perished or weretortured and driven from their historic homeland
by the regime in control of the Turkish Ottoman Empire.”

April 24isthedate onwhich Armeniansaround theworld hold
solemn observances of the Genocide in recognition of the day in
1915 when agroup of Armenian religious, political, and intellec-
tual leaders were arrested and killed.

The Armenian Genocide became the world's standard of
atrocity until World War Il. That is when Adolph Hitler gave
reassurance to his followers about his Holocaust plans when he
said, “Who, after all, speaks today of the annihilation of the
Armenians?’ For decades, California has recognized the Arme-
nian Genocide of 1915-23 when nearly 1.5 million men, women,
and children were systematically tortured and murdered or taken
on death marchesin the Syrian desert.

“While the Genocide took place long ago and far away, the
lives of so many living Californians have been touched by it, and
the issue of its commemoration is more important than ever,”
implored Poochigian. “ There are growing attempts to revise the
history of this period. It's so important to reject the devious
schemes of Genocide deniers. The continued recognition of this
crime against humanity is crucial to ensuring against the recur-
rence of genocide and educating people about such despicable
acts.” Californiaishometo thelargest population of Armeniansin
the United States.

Monument to Komitas Vardapet Unveiled in Paris
in Memory of Armenian Genocide Victims

STAFF REPORT

A monument to the prominent
Armeniancomposer Komitas, com-
memorating thevictimsof the1915
Armenian genocide, was inaugu-
rated April 24in central Paris. The
six-meter high monument was un-
veiled onthebanksof the Seine, by
Parismayor Bertrand Delanoe. The
ideaof erectingthismonument was
bornintheearly 1980s, but it began
materializingin2001, when France
officially recognizedthe Armenian
genocide.

Mayor Delanoesaid“ Torecog-
nize that this genocide took place
and to do so without any aggres-
sivenesstowardstheTurkishpeople
of today, to put this great monu-
ment in the heart of Paris to the
memory of all the victims of the
genocideand alsoof all Armenians
who died for France is a way of
saying: truth will not divide us,
truth will bring us together.”

Thelarge base of the statue has
inscriptionsoneachof itsfour sides.
Onthefront in French it says:

“In homage to Komitas, com-
poser and musicologist, and to the
1,500,000 victimsof the Armenian
Genocideof 1915 carried outinthe
Ottoman Empire.”

On the back, it says about the
same in Armenian. On the right
sidetheinscription saysin French:

“Until the Genocide of 1915,
Rev. Fr. Komitas collected and
transcribed the traditional folk
songs of the Armenian people;

Photo: Dickran Kouymjian

Komitas Vardapet

thereby he was able to save an
heritage of universal importance.”

Ontheleft sideit saysin French:
“To the memory of voluntary Ar-
menian fighters and Armenian
membersof theresistancewhodied

for France.” (Detailsof theinscrip-
tions and photo were provided by
Dr. DickranKouymjian, Berberian
Professor of Armenian Sudiesand
Director of the Armenian Sudies
Program, Fresno Sate)
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A Journey to Greece and “Anatolia”

CSUF and
ACT and
Pres. Jackson
also spoke of
‘ma Michael
Dukakis Fel-
lowship that
brought visit-
ingscholarsto
Thessaloniki.
| expressed an
_|interest if my
schedule al-
lowed such a

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, center, with students
from the American College of Thessaloniki.

DRr. DickraN KouyMmJiAN

A remarkableGreek-American-
Armenian adventure began in De-
cember 2002 when Armenian Stud-
ies was caled to a meeting with
Richard Jackson, President of the
American College in Thessaloniki,
Greece. It was Pres. Jackson’s sec-
ondvisittoour campusandasBarlow
Der Mugrdechian and | found out,
our President, John Welty had vis-
ited Thessaloniki along with Dr.
BertaGnozal ez head of our Univer-
sity exchange programs.

The remarkable aspect of that
meeting was discovering that the
American College, known as ACT
for short, wasonceAnatoliaCollege
inMarsovan, Turkey, transferred af -
ter the Genocide (1923-4) to Greece
by theMissionary Board. My mother
had always told me and my brother
Armen, that her father, Dikran
Calusdian, after whom | wasnamed,
had been ateacher at Marsovan Col-
lege. A packet of material, somein
Armenian, on ACT offered to usby
Richard Jackson had in it a photo-
copy of Anatolia College faculty
with Xsmarkingthosewho had been
killed during the Genocide. When
saw, | said, spotting oneyoung pro-
fessor with a closely cropped full
beard, “ That |ookslike my grandfa-
ther!”

During the meeting in Dr.
Gonzalez' sofficewediscussedvari-
ous exchange proposals between

WALLER FROM PAGE 1

cialization includes experimental
socia psychology and the history
of psychology and science.

The word “genocide” as
adopted by the United Nations in
the Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide, December 9, 1948, re-
fers to the planned and systematic
annihilation of a “national, ethni-
cal, racial, or religious group.”
Waller began with abrief chronol-
ogy of eventsin the twentieth cen-
tury that have cometo beknown as
“genocide.” First he discussed the
killingsin Rwanda, wherein 1994,
eight hundredthousand peoplewere
killed in a span of one hundred
days. He then spoke of the ever-
infamous Holocaust, where some
six million Jews were slaughtered.
And he discussed the Armenian
genocideof 1915, inwhichoneand
a half million Armenians were
murdered.

“Perpetrators of genocide
come in three forms,” said Dr.
Waller. “First there are those who
come up with the notion that per-
mits or advocates the murders; the
leaders. Second there are the bu-
reaucrats, who are concerned with
how the implementation will take
placeand theaftermath, and thirdly

visit. He
promised to
check on my
grandfather’s name in the archives
of the school.

The twelve day adventure was
full of surprises and lots of work.
Theforty acrecampusof the Ameri-
can College, on the heights over-
looking Greece's second city, with
itsmagnificent port, isupinthehills
just abovethecity. Thespaceisnow
shared by two institutions with a
single president: Anatolia College,
ajunior high and high school, the
successor to the original one in
Marsovan (Mersifon as the Greeks
called it) and afour year liberal arts
college, ACT, started 25 years ago
by the then president Dr. William
McGrew.

| gave my first guest lecture to
combined Modern History classes
on“Armeniaand ArmeniansinMod-
ern Historical Perspective.” | tried
to compare modern Armenian his-
tory with modern Greek history and
spent sometimeexplainingthegeno-
cide and its consequences.

Just after, at about 9 PM there
was aformal reception for us at the
President’ s house with some of the
administration and members of the
Armenian  community  of
Thessaloniki. We were told there
were still some 2-3,000 Armenians
in Thessaloniki and we did visit the
church inthe center of town; appar-
ently there twice that many new
comersrecently arrived from Arme-
nia

Monday morning began with a

are those who carry out the actual
murder.”

Many of uscould not imagine
ever killing or even harming an-
other human being, but Waller
stated “ humans are the weapons of
genocide.” Anytimethereisamass
killing, it requires that one person
kill another. Waller's book is
mainly concerned withthepsycho-
logical state of a person who mur-
dersor demandsthemurder of other
human beings.

The architects, who order the
annihilation of some group, never
actudly kill hands-on; rather it is
the hands of the “pawns’ and the
“rank and file” that do the killing.
Much of the killings of the Arme-
nians was done with farm equip-
ment and weapons that require ex-
cessive energy on behalf of the
perpetrator; one can only imagine
themotivation necessary to repeat-
edly strike someone to death. It is
Dr. Waller's premise that “each
and everyoneof ushasthe capacity
to commit murder,” and most
people, given the circumstances,
are capable of masskilling.

But how canthisbe?What isit
that invokes evil in human beings
that leadsto suchmalevolence?Dr.
Waller suggeststhat all of theatroci-
tiesthat have taken place have had
some common characteristics: in-

lecture to an American College art
history class on early Armenian ar-
chitecture and its comparison to the
early Byzantine architecture of
Thessaloniki, especially totheearly
churches of St. Demetrius and St.
George. Inthe early evening | was
invited to present a paper to the
Liberal ArtsFaculty Colloquiumon
the subject “When DoesaGenocide
End? The Armenian Case.” The
twohour affair alsoincludedalively
discussion session.

Wednesday was crowded with
activitiesonand off campusin order
for us top be free to tour around on
our last two days. Inthe morning |
led a class in Anatolia College of
seventh and eighth graders on Will-
iam Saroyan. Someone had heard
that 1 had known the writer and
coincidentally theEnglishliterature
class was reading a story “The Mi-
raculous Phonograph Record,” in-
cluded in their English reader with
the usua explanatory notes for stu-
dents studying English as their sec-
ond language.

In the early afternoon, one of
the moreunusual episodes unfolded
around an old manuscript. Shortly
upon our arrival, we were told by
Richard Jackson and others about a
rare medieval Armenian Bible, a
treasureof the AnatoliaCollege, kept
in asafe on campus. | was asked if
I would look at it and provide more
information than the school had, of
course | agreed with pleasure. | fi-
nally got to see the book and imme-
diately reported that it was a Gospel
book, not of the 11th-12th century
asbelieved, but certainly of the17th
century or dightly later. | made a
formal presentation of the manu-
script to a group of Armenian stu-
dents, adults and interested faculty,
and used the occasion to give those
present anillustrated lecture on how
early Christian Gospels were cop-
ied, organized, and illustrated. Af-
ter the slide show we all huddled in
the conference room around the
manuscript (with a modern red
leather binding) and | started turn-
ing the pages one by explaining sec-

volvement of deep-seated ideolo-
gies, extraordinary statesmen, and
the comfort of being in a mab.
However, itisvirtually impossible
to predict the occurrence of geno-
cide by seeking these characteris-
tics in governments or leaders.
Because genocides are usually
multi-causal, it isalso hard to curb
futureattempts. Theoneremedy in
curtailing genocide in the future
may beinhow weasasociety learn
and deal withit. “Wemust analyze
and understand those who advo-
cate the annihilation of a group,”
states Dr. Waller.

The Armenians and the Jews
werecitizensin Turkey andin Ger-
many respectively. But it didn’t
take much for ordinary Turks to
hop on the bandwagon and ostra-
cize the Armenians from human-
ity, in preparation for the geno-
cide. Similarly, in Germany, there
was a rise in anti-Jewish senti-
ment. Dr. Waller suggests the no-
tion that all human beings are in-
herently for “their own kind,” and
are skeptical of al others, which
ultimate may lead to hatred.

The Armenian Genocide of
1915 was thefirst of the twentieth
century. However, becausejustice
was not meted out to the perpetra-
tors, theHolocaust, and other geno-
cides soon followed.

tion by sectionthework anditsillus-
trations.

Intheevening weweretakento
the new Byzantine Museum for lec-
ture jointly sponsored by the Mu-
seum, ACT, and thelocal Armenian
Hamaskaine Cultural Association. |
gaveaslidelectureontheminiatures
of the Armenian version of the His-
tory Alexander the Great and the
origins of its iconography. | cen-
tered much of the talk on the oldest
illustrated Armenian version from
the late 13th or early 14th century
manuscript now withtheM ekhitarist
Fathersonthelsland of San Lazzaro
inVenice.

We came with expectation and

left with joy in our hearts, excited
that 1 too had taught in the same
institutionthat | had alwaysbelieved
my maternal grandfather hadbeena
teacher in before he waskilled dur-
ing the first weeks of the Genocide
of 1915. The American Collegeisa
wonderful place. The graciousness
of the administration and faculty,
the beauty of the campus, its long
academic tradition and its fine fa-
cilities, the open friendliness of the
Greeks and the Mediterranean life
style, make ACT a perfect institu-
tion for our CSUF students inter-
ested in studying abroad or for our
Fresno State faculty to visit and
lecture at.

Habitat for Humanity Armenia
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Palyan of Habitat for Humanity Armenia.
StAFF REPORT

Representatives of Habitat for
Humanity Armeniavisited Fresno
State to meet with students and to
raiseawareness about their organi-
zation.

VolunteersVartan Tovmasyan,
Gohar Palyanand SantaCruz Habi-
tat for Humanity office manager
Larissa Printzian visited Barlow
Der Mugrdechian’ sIntroductionto
Armenian Sudies and Armenian
Language courses on Wednesday,
April 23.

Tovmasyan introduced stu-
dentsto the Global Village project
of Habitat for Humanity, which
enables volunteers to spend two
weeks in Armenia assisting in the
building and renovating of homes.
In 2002 two teams of volunteers,
onefrom the United States and the
other from Great Britain, worked
in Armenia.

All of the work is done by
volunteers, who also interact with
the people they work with. When
construction is completed, volun-

“After al, who to this day re-
members the annihilation of the
Armenians?’ was Hitler's quote
when considering theconsequences
of annihilating the Jews and others
in Poland. Although scholars all
around the world have recognized

teers join the festivities and the
home blessing. Thisyear, 3 teams
of volunteerswill visit Armenia, in
the months of July, August, and
September.

Habitat for Humanity Arme-
niaisanon-government charitable
organizationthat supportscommu-
nity development in the Republic
of Armeniaby assisting and build-
ing and renovating simple, decent,
and affordable homes.

Habitat for Humanity Arme-
nia was registered in Armenia on
March 22, 2000 and has 90 local
volunteers. They have dedicated
36 homes in Armenia, where 192
peopleliveandarecurrently work-
ing on 16 more homes.

Habitat for Humanity Interna-
tional (HFHI) wasfoundedin 1976
by Millard and Linda Fuller..

For moreinformationonHabi-
tat for Humanity Armeniaand the
Global village program, go to the
www.habitat.org/gv or
www.armenianhabitat.am web
sites or call 1-800-HABITAT.

locaust and futuregenocideswould
have been avoided.

In the month of April the Ar-
menian Genocide, the Holocaust
and the Rwandan Genocide are
commemorated. Dr. Waller’ sbook
takes an in-depth look at the psy-

the Armenian : chological state
Genocide, we After all, whotothisday  of apersonwill-
as a society rememberstheannihilation ing to commit
must properly  of the Armenians?” mass killings
address prior Adolph Hitler and participate
incidentsin or- in genocide.

der to prevent future atrocities. If
the Ottoman Turkish government
had been properly dealt with for
their actions, future attempts of
genocide would berare, for fear of
punishment. Quitepossibly theHo-

We as a society must work
hardtocurtail futuregenocide. And
agood placeto startisby recogniz-
ing the Armenian Genocide and
making it a national day of com-
memoration.
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Armenian Film class.

Best Film
1¥ Piano
2nd

3 Tie Dark Forest

Best Director
1 Nika Shek, Piano
2nd

Best Original Theme
1% The Lighthouse
2 Piano

3rd

Armenian Studies Program
Fourth Annual Film Festival Awards

The awardswere based on an audience survey taken during
the Film Festival and during Dr. Dickran Kouymjian's

Director: Nika Shek
TheLighthouse  Director: CarissaD. Vanitzian
Director: Roger Kupelian

The Hadjian Story Director: Denise Gentilini

Roger Kupelian, Dark Forest

3“Tie Paul Chaderjian, Post Soviet Media in Armenia
CarissaD. Vanitzian, The Lighthouse

Kevin Shahinian, For Which It Stands

CarissaD. Vanitzian

LesFilmsde Saché  Sarkis (Zabunyan)

Nika Shek

UC Santa Barbara Middle
Eastern Conference

®

L to R: Barlow Der Mugrdechian, S. Peter Cowe, Gayane
Hagopian at UC Santa Barbara conference.

STAFF REPORT

The Center for Middle East
Studies(University of Californiaat
Santa Barbara) held its Fifth An-
nual Middle East Studies Regional
Conferenceon Saturday, March 22,
2003.

Dr. Peter Cowe, Narekatsi Pro-
fessor of Armenian Studies at
UCLA, organized a workshop on
“Issues in Language Pedagogy:
Armenid’ as part of the confer-
ence. Participatingintheworkshop
were Barlow Der Mugrdechian of
the Armenian Studies Program of
CdiforniaStateUniversity, Fresno
and Dr. Gayane Hagopian of
UCLA/UC Berkeley.

The workshop discussed the
current state of teaching Armenian
language at institutions of higher
learning in the United States.

Dr. Hagopian spokeabout cur-
rent lingui stic studieswhich exam-
ine the roles of various factors in
how well astudent learns. Her well
researched presentation gave valu-
ableideasto the parti cipants about

how to develop new strategies for
teaching Armenian.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian
compared two popular textbooks
which are currently being used in
college classrooms to teach Mod-
ern Western Armenian: Dora
Sakayan’ s Modern Western Arme-
nian was compared to Thomas
Samuelian’s A Course in Modern
Western Armenian. Der
Mugrdechian’s presentation fo-
cused on the areas where the text-
booksexcelledandasoareaswhere
improvement could be made. His
suggestions also provoked much
conversation about the available
textbooks and supplementary ma-
terialsin the classroom.

Dr. Peter Cowe was the chair
of the panel and also was adiscus-
sant who provided valuable back-
ground on the teaching of the Ar-
menian language. He also facili-
tated discussion for the panel.
Among the useful suggestions
whichweremadewasaproposal to
organize an association of Arme-
nian language teachers.

Listen to Fresno State's
Armenian Radio Show

Hye Oozh

Every Saturday
morning from 9:00AM-12:00noon

FM 90.7
D.Js
» Sevag Tateosian « Armen Postoyan ¢ Tatevik Ekezian

FiLm FesTIvAL
FROM PAGE 1

films, who are from the U.S., Ar-
meniaand France, haveimpressive
educational backgrounds focusing
on cinema, and have also worked
on an assortment of other projects.
Writer and director Paul
Chaderjian, presented and dis-
cussed his film Post-Soviet Media
inArmenia. Chaderjian' scarefully
crafted documentary reveals the
controversy and difficultieswithin
post-Soviet media within Arme-
nia. Hehasworked on anumber of
projects and will graduate from
Fresno State with aMaster of Arts

degree in Mass Communications
in May.

In its fourth year, the Arme-
nian Film Festival strives to cel-
ebrate the diversity of all people
everywhere and explore the value
each individual brings to the Uni-
versity and Armenian community.

“We at the Armenian Studies
Program feel it is important for
people to see a different form of
expression rather than just books
or lectures. Itisalsoimportant for
peopleto seefilm, whichisanother
significant medium of art,” said
professor Barlow Der
Mugrdechian.

With free admission for all,

SAS Journal, Vol. 12 Released

STAFF REPORT

Barlow Der Mugrdechian,
President of the Society for Arme-
nian Studiesannounced therel ease
of volume 12 of the Journal of the
Society for Armenian Studies. Four
articles, 25 book reviews, and a
communication are part of JSAS
12, which also contains informa-
tion about the Society for Arme-
nian Studies and its publications.

Der Mugrdechian, of the Ar-
menian Studies Program at Cali-

forniaStateUniversity, Fresnowas
editor of JSAS 12, leading a col-
|aborative effort to publishthevol-
ume.

For information on how to
obtain a copy of volume 12 of the
Journal of the Society for Arme-
nian Studies, or any back issues,
contact the Secretariat of SAS, lo-
cated at the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at Fresno State, 5245 N.
Backer Ave PB4, Fresno CA
93740-8001 or call 559-278-2669.

the film festival was sponsored by
the Armenian Students Organiza-
tion and Armenian Studies Pro-
gram, and generously funded by
the Diversity Awareness Program
of the University Student Union.

With another successful year,
the Festival was able to bring a
sense of Armenian culture to the
Fresno Armenian community, and
relateto peopleonall different lev-
els. We hope to see you all there
next year.
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Dr. Kouymjian-Old and New Films
Discussed in Armenian Film Class

CHRIs TozLIAN
Starr WRITER

They sat there, 18 students, for
hours at each meeting, at times
watching filmsthat were produced
50yearsbeforethebirth of somein
theaudience. Thefilmscamefrom
differenttimeperiods, different cul-
tures, eachhavingadifferenttheme.
Many were fantastic, a few were
not, and acouplesimply seemedto
makeno sense. Suchwastheexpe-
rience of thosewho enrolledinthis
semester’ sSArmenian Sudies120T-
Armenian Film class.

My introductory words may
be a bit misleading since all who
enrolledinthe Armenianfilmclass
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
The course was taught by Dr.
DickranK ouymjian, whohastaught
this class several times at Fresno
State. The enrolled students made
up adiverse class, ranging in ages
from 18 to 80, each with a varied
knowledgeof Armeniancultureand
avaried exposureto film apprecia-
tion.

The class met for three week-
ends. February 28 & March 1,
March 7 & 8, and March 14 & 15;
the Friday sessions met from 4pm
until 10pm, and the Saturday ses-
sions met from 9am until 5pm.

Like other classes taught by
Professor Kouymjian, the Arme-
nian film class pushed its students
tothink in new ways. Thestudents
viewed films from each decade,
beginning with “ Auction of Souls”
(1919), and ending with thecurrent
decade. Oneof themost beneficial
aspects of the Armenian film class
was the way in which the films
viewedrelatedto current social top-
icssuchasracism, thelooming war
in Irag, socio-economic problems,
andwomen’ srights. Of course, the
students also viewed a number of
filmsthat dealt with Armenian-re-
|ated topics such as the Genocide.

Compelling topics such as these
made the hours pass quickly. The
studentsnot only enjoyedthefilms,
but also learned much from them.

Throughout thethree-weekend
class, therewasno consistent genre
of filmsviewed. Duetothelack of
widespread involvement of Arme-
nianswithinthefilmindustry inthe
United States, and thelack of films
made in Soviet Armeniawithout a
redundant pro-communi st message,
the classwas exposed to films pro-
duced in Armenia, France, and the
United States. Though the films
viewed were written and produced
invery different culturesandtimes,
the one commonality was that all
filmsviewed involved Armenians,
either as the subject matter (e.g.
“Color of Pomegranates’), as the
director (e.g. Rouben Mamoulian),
or as the lead actor (e.g. Eric
Bogosian). Interspersed between
eachfilmwasanopenforum, which
often led to adiscussion of culture
and various interpretations of the
film shown.

Each person in the class had
his or her favorite film... some of
the favorites included Rouben
Mamoulian's “Love Me Tonight”
and Atom Egoyan’ s“Next of Kin.”

When asked about what she
learned upon completion of the
three-weekend course, freshman
Cara Samuelian said that she now
viewed films in a different way.
Samuelian says she has a fonder
appreciation for film, and saysthat
shewill now givemoreattentionto
the art involved in the making of
films.

Freshman Alex Bunch, a pre-
med mgjor, said that his favorite
portion of the class was the time
spent viewing documentaries on
Armenian issues. “As an Arme-
nian, | am alwaysinterested in the
history of my people... and having
Armenian documentariesinan Ar-
menianfilmclassonly makessense

to me,” Bunch said.

Many of the documentaries
viewed in this film class deviated
from the usual Armenian topic of
Genocideand destruction; suchtop-
ics included the state of mass me-
dia in the Armenian republic, a
look at the widespread violence
duringthebattle over the Nagorno-
Karabakhregionduringthe1990's,
and the healthcare sector in Arme-
nia

Thehighlight of the Armenian
film classthissemester wasthe4th
Annua Armenian Film Festival,
which coincided with the third
weekend of the film class. Taking
placeonMarch 14, thefilmfestival
gavethe studentsan opportunity to
utilizetheir newly acquired know!-
edgeinjudgingthebest of thefilms
shown. After two weekends of
exposure to Armenian films, the
classwasableto gather with others
whoappreciateArmenianfilmsand
put their newly learned skillstothe
test.

Armenian Filmwas a particu-
larly enjoyableclass, whichallowed
peoplefrom different backgrounds
to gather together and view films
that spanned 80 years of history.
This distinct time period saw the
riseof communism, theriseof post-
modernism, and the fall of the So-
viet Union. The volatile time pe-
riod in which these filmswere cre-
ated produced many finefilmsfilled
with themes capabl e of transcend-
ing both time and culture. Those
who attended the class not only
learned much about film, but also
much about culture-making this
class very worthwhile.
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Dr. Bournoutian to Speak in Fresno

MANDY ESTRADA
StarF WRITER

It is uncommon to find a
scholar with the ability and capac-
ity toread Armenian, Persian, and
Russian and who can conduct re-
search on primary documents in
those languages. Among the few
withthisknowledge, isDr. George
Bournoutian, who has been voted
as"“ Outstanding Professor” for six
yearsin arow at lona College for
his scholarship.

Bournoutian is an authority
on Eastern Armenianstudies, from
the 16th to the 19th century. He
was born in Iran but currently re-
sides in Dumont, New Jersey. He
received the first Ph.D. in Arme-
nianHistoryat U.C.L.A. Presently,
he is senior professor of Middle
Easternand Eastern European His-
tory at lona College in New Y ork
as well as a visiting professor of
Armenian history at RutgersUni-
versity in New Jersey.

Bournoutianisal sotheauthor
of 11 books, al of which can be
found in the Henry Madden Li-
brary at Fresno State. Four of his
books have received excellent re-
viewsintheTimesLiterary Supple-
ment. Others have been positively
reviewed intheimportant journals
of the field such as IIMES, MEJ,
BSOAS, SAS, and SIS.
Bournoutian has aso served as
moderator and commentator on
films, including Atom Egoyan's
recent film Ararat.

Professor Bournoutian often
leads student travel tours to for-
eign countries such as Armenia,
Ching, Iran, and Australia. He fre-

quently travel sdomestically aswell
as internationally in order to give
lectures at community centers and
churches, where he deas with a
multitude of topics (historical, po-
litical, or religious) on Armenia,
Iran, Russia, and Eastern Europe.

Fresno State will be welcom-
ing Dr. Bournoutian on May 16 to
give a lecture on the Russian Em-
pireanditsrelationswiththe Arme-
nian Church in Russia and the
Transcaucasus. He will be discuss-
ing several main pointsonthetopic.
He will first describe the distinct
reactions of Peter the Great, Em-
pressAnna, Elizabethand Catherine
the Great to the Armenian Church
in Russia. Secondly, he will de-
scribetherivalry betweenKarabagh
and Ejmiatsin for control of the
Armenian communities in Russia
and how Russia approached this
situation.

Hewill conclude hislectureby
explaining the Russian
government’ s response to political
and religious changes taking place
in the empire.

Dr. Bournoutian will also be
presenting this lecture in severa
other locations in California and
around the country. His lecture in
Fresno is part of the Spring 2003
Lecture Series of the Armenian
Studies Program and is co-spon-
sored by the Armenian General
Benevolent Union of Fresno and
the Armenian Students Organiza-
tion.

This lecture promises to be
highly intriguing as well as infor-
mative. The event is open to stu-
dentsand all community members,
so be sure to mark your calendar.

The Armenian Studies Program

and Armenian General Benevolent Union, Fresno
present

Dr. Geor ge Bour noutian

Professor of History, lona College, New York

“Russia and the Armenian Church
in the 17-19th Centuries:
Religion, Palitics, and Nation Building”

Friday, May 16, 2003
7:30 PM

Alice Peters Auditorium, Rm. 191

University Business Center ¢ Fresno State campus
Admission isfree

donation of:

$
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ASP Benefactor Henry S. Kazan Passes Away

BarLow DER MUGRDECHIAN
ADVISOR

Armenian Studies Program
benefactor Henry S. Kazan passed
away on Saturday, April 19, 2003
at the age of 96. Mr. Kazan was
born on September 9, 1906.

Victoriaand Henry Kazan, of
East Quoque, New Y ork and Juno
Beach, Florida have made signifi-
cant contributions to the Arme-
nian StudiesProgram andthe Cali-
forniaStateUniversity, Fresnoover
the past seven years.

The Kazan Visiting Profes-
sorship became the second en-
dowed position in the Armenian
StudiesProgram, inadditiontothe
Haig & Isabel Berberian Profes-
sorship in Armenian Studies, held
by Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Direc-
tor of the Program, since 1989.

Victoriaand Henry Kazan met
in New York and married there
even though both were from
Sebastia, themodern city of Sivas,
in east central Turkey. They were
among the rare Armenians who
had |eft the Ottoman Turkish Em-
pire before 1915 and thereby sur-
vived the Genocide. Henry Kazan
wasfromthevillageof Zara, about
30 miles east of Sebastia. At age
eight, he and his mother were sent
to America by a grandfather who
booked passage in steerage. He
just missed the annihilation of the
Armenians. Everyoneleftin Zara
was killed; there were no survi-
Vors.

Growing up as an immigrant
boy in the Armenian ghetto of
Manhattan’s east side, Henry
Kazan quickly mastered English
and American waysand picked up
“street smarts” swiftly. Hewasan
outstanding student, but hadto stop
going to day school in order to
support the family. He continued
his studies at night, finishing high
school and then enrolling at New
Y ork University and completing a
BA in History entirely through
night school courses. He didn't
stopthere, earning hislaw degrees,
both LLB and JD, again at night, at
St. John’s University, after which
he was admitted to the New Y ork
Bar.

After servinginthe USArmy
duringWorldWear 11, heworkedin
the coal mining businessin Penn-

Zip:

Henry S. Kazan

sylvania and then landed the final
job of his career with the NuTone
Company, maker of electrical
household products and lighting
fixtures. Throughtenacity and hard
work, he eventually became a re-
gional salesdirector and animpor-
tant NuTone stockholder.

Victoria and Henry Kazan
were “hooked” on higher educa-
tion. Three of their nieces and
nephews, who they treat as their
own children, hold Ph.D.sand are
academics in the humanities and
social sciences. Henry Kazan
would have been a history profes-
sor if he had had achoice. Perhaps
this helps explain why the Kazans
felt so strongly about endowing a
visiting professorship and they
could think of no better way to
invest some of his and Victoria
Kazan's money than in a perma-
nent endowment for teaching and
researchin precisely thosesubjects,
which have shaped their lives for
the past eight decades.

When asked why he and his
wifecameso far to enhance Arme-
nian Studiesat Fresno State, Henry
Kazan said. “ Thereason | am here
issimple. Fresno State hasthe best
and most active Armenian studies
program in the country. | was ap-
proached by my alma mater New
Y ork University, but they could not
offer mewhat | wanted. . .. Forthe
last severa years, | have been try-
ing to combat the Turkish
government’ ssayingthat therewas
nogenocide. | know therewasone.
| escaped it by 15 months.”

Kazan added, “The endowed
visiting professorshipismy way of
hel ping ensurethat the Genocideis
clearly understood and never for-

gotten. It's my way of honorlng
those who did not survive.”

In July of 1997, Henry S. and
M. Victoria Kazan made a gift of
their East Quogue, New Y ork home
to Fresno State. Proceeds from the
sale of the home, which was com-
pleted in 2002, were used to estab-
lish the M. Victoria Karagozian
Kazan Fundfor the Armenian Stud-
ies Program. The Kazan Fund for
Armenian Studieswill providesup-
portinthreespecificareas: 1) fund-
ing for scholarships, 2) funding for
the general operation of the Arme-
nian Studies Program, and 3) fund-
ing for theM. VictoriaKaragozian
Monograph and Lecture Series.
Thisgift wasanother stepinacon-
tinuing relationship between the
Kazans, the Armenian StudiesPro-
gram, and the Fresno community.

Thevision of Henry S. Kazan
andM. VictoriaKaragozian Kazan
has helped the Armenian Studies
Program move closer to becoming
a center that is able to support re-
search and publication, as well as
undergraduate teaching. Through
the support of the Kazans, the Ar-
menian Studies Program of Cali-
forniaState University, Fresno has
become an even stronger Program,
able to attract students from
throughout the United States and
the world.

Kazanissurvived by hissister
Elizabeth Kazanjian of New Y ork,
Mrs. Kazan’ snephews, Dr. Harold
Aram Veeser, Associate Professor
of Englishat WichitaState Univer-
sity, Dr. Cyrus Veeser, Assistant
Professor of History at Bentley
College in Massachusetts, Mr.
Kazan's niece, Iris Kassabian of
New Y ork, and hisgreat niece, Dr.
Anahid Kassabian, Professor at
FordhamUniversity aswell asProf.
Kassabian’'s husband, Dr. Leo
Svensen, aphysicist and computer
specidist, andtheir daughter Maral .

Per Mr. Kazan's wishes, re-
membrances may be made to the
Armenian StudiesProgramof Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno,
5245 N Backer Ave, PB4, Fresno,
CA 93740 or the North Shore Ani-
mal League.
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