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87th Annlversary of Armenian Genocide Commemorated on Campus

Many Fresno State students and comunity mms athere a e Free echarea on
the Fresno State campus at noon on Wednesday, April 24. In the foreground is the model of
the Armenian Genocide Monument in Yerevan, Armenia.

(3rd Annual Armenian Film Festival

ARPIK PARAGHAMIAN
STAFF WRITER

Over 125 Armenian students
and members of the community
had the opportunity to seefour films
make their Fresno debuts at the
Third Annual Armenian Film Fes-
tival on Thursday, April 18, in the
Alice Peters Auditorium.

For the past three years, the
Armenian Students Organization
and the Armenian Studies Program,
with funding from the University
émdent Union Diversity Aware-

Director Karina Epperlein

ness Program, have hosted the film
festival. The film festival has be-
come known for featuring the films
of a new generation of Armenian
writers, producers and directors.
“This event is basically for
Armenian directors or producers to
come and show their films,” said
Talar Atarian, secretary of the ASO
and organizer of the Film Festival.
Atarian said the film festival is a
great way to get the community
together and is a place where film-

SEE FiLm FesTivaL PAGE 7
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CARINA KARAKASHIAN
STAFF WRITER

“It was not war. It was most
certainly massacre and genocide,
something the world must remem-
ber...” (Israeli Foreign Minister
YossiBeilin), and rememberis what
the Fresno State Armenian Students
did on Wednesday, April 24, 2002
at their 12 noon remembrance of
the 87th anniversary of the Arme-
nian Genocide. Students, guests,
and community members gathered
at the Fresno State Free Speech
Area in remembrance of the 1.5
million Armenians massacred by
the Ottoman Empire beginning in
1915:

The Armenian Students Orga-

nization, with the help of the com-
munity, held one of its most suc-
. cessful campus commemorations.
The entire Armenian community
was represented atthe event. There
was a wide array of students present.
Students ranging from nursery

ASP 16th Annual Banquet Features

Vartkes Yeghiayan of Glendale

BarLow DER MUGRDECHIAN
ADVISOR

More than 25 students were
recognized forreceiving Armenian
Studies scholarships at the 16th
Annual Banquet of the Armenian
Studies Program, held on a sunny
and warm Sunday afternoon in the

Residence Dining Facility on cam-

pus.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian of
the Armenian Studies Program,
made welcoming remarks and gave
a brief overview of the academic
year activities of the Armenian
Studies Program.

This was followed by the
screening of video clips from the
Armenian Studies Program “Hye
Talk” television show. One clip,
was about the ASP, showing stu-
dents in class and interacting with
faculty. The second clip focused on
the Armenian Studies Study Trip
2001 participants, 18 students who
hadtraveled with Der Mugrdechian
to Armenia for three weeks. The
students discussed the impact that
the trip had made in their lives and
reminisced about the trip. Students
spoke about the highlights of the
trip.

Dr. Luis and Mrs. Wendy
Costa, Dean of the College of Arts
and Humanities, was present at the
banquet, as well as Dr. Varoujan

Altebarmakian, Chair of the Arme-
nian Studies Program Advisory
Board.

Attorney Vartkes Yeghiayan
of Glendale, California was the
keynote speaker at the April 14th
banquet. The month of April has
been particularly busy for Mr.
Yeghiayan, as he was recently in
Paris to encourage the formation of
a European Armenian Lawyer’s
Association. He has recently lec-
tured at Glendale City College and
Whittier Law School and was in-
vited to New York to speak at the
annual Times Square commemo-
ration of the Armenian Genocide.

Mr. Yeghiayan’s keynote
speech was on “Armenian Insur-
ance Claims from the Genocide
Era,” a topic he is very familiar

through college were all showing
their respect to their culture. Par-
ents and family members were also
present. The AGBU Youth Orga-
nization provided lemonade on this
hot spring day.

The master of ceremonies was
Michael Harutinian, President of
the Armenian Student Organiza-
tion. The ceremony commenced
with the remarks of former Fresno
County Sheriff Hal McKinney. His
inspiring and truthful words dem-
onstrated that Armenians and non-
Armenians alike share in the honor
of our people.

Then the honorable Judge
Debra Kazanjian spoke to the
crowd, telling them what an impact
the Armenian Community has had
on Fresno, and how the genocide
had inspired Armenians to be the .
leaders of the community. “Com-
memoration of the Armenian Geno-
cide is important not only to keep
alive the memory of those Arme-

see GENOCIDE PAGE 5
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Vartkes Yeghiayan

with as he has been one of the lead
lawyers in the class action suit
against the New York Life Insur-
ance Company. New York Life has

SEE BANQUET PAGE 6
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Letters

Dear Editor:

God Bless you all

Haig Jamgotchian
Anaheim CA

Dear Editor:

Kudos on a job very well
done!

Isgouhi Kassakhian
Los Angeles CA

Dear Editor:

We have enjoyed Hye
Sharzhoom over the past sev-
eral years. Keep up the good
work.

Sincerely,

Martin Koobatian
Santa Barbara CA

Dear Editor:

Please accept our enclosed
donation! Weenjoy your Hye
Sharzhoom very much.

Sincerely,

Vasgan & Rose Solakian
Valley Village CA

Dear Editor:

Thank you.

Dave Barsamian
Pasadena, CA

Dear Editor:

Like your new addition—i.e.,
colored pics — great!

Anthony P. Merzoian
South Portland, ME

Dear Editor:

It was my pleasure to attend
the lecture of Dr. Robert
Hewsen yesterday [March
19], it was very interesting

‘and informative.

In order to give maximum
exposure to the Armenian

public in Fresno areas, it

might be a good idea to pub-
lish youractivitiesinadvance
in the monthly booklets of all
the Armenian churches. [am
sure the churches will assist
you without any fees. Itis for
our mutual interest.

We have to attract young and
mature Armenians to attend
your activities.

I am glad I am receiving the
Hye Sharzhoom.

Sincerely yours,

Leon Chopourian- -

Clovis, CA

ASP Annual Fund
(as of April 27,2002)

Patrons
Gerard Y. Chahmirian
George & Karen Daoudian

Sponsors
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Zartarian

Supporters

Richard & Karen Adrouny
Nevart Apikian

Arten J. Avakian

Carlos Bedrossian

Mrs. A. Haigazian Berman
Linda Bulbulian & James Baxter
Marie & Arsen Charles
Kay Cloud

Gail Berberian Constant
Dr. Paul Davis

John Gahvejian

Alex & Deborah Grigorian
Simon Guevrekian
Edward V. Hagopian

Mrs. A. M. Haroutinian
Jack Kalpakian

Vahram Keosian

H. Krekorian

Judy Michalowski

Robert Miroyan

Kevork Oflazian

Irene M. Peloian

Danielle R. Shapazian
Jerry & Lois Tarkanian
Daniel Terhanian

Mrs. Mary Terzian

Joan Agajanian Quinn
Mary K. Wiley

Mrs. Dorothy Yazijian
Annette Zartarian

Fran & Stan Ziegler

In memory of Garabed Kapoian,
father of Angéle Kouymjian

Armenian Studies Program Faculty:

Armenian Studies

Assistant

Dickran Kouymjian, Haig and Isabel Berberian
Professor of Armenian Studies, Coordinator
Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Lecturer,

ASO Advisor, Hye Sharzhoom Advisor

Robert H. Hewsen, Visiting Professor of

Frances C. Ziegler, Program Administrative

NG
,

Hye Sharzhoom is a supplement of The Collegian and the newspaper of
the CSUF Armenian Students Organization-and the Armenian Studies
Program and is funded by the Associated Students. Articles may be
reprinted provided Hye Sharzhoom is acknowledged. Hye Sharzhoom
welcomes prose, poetry, articles and other material from its student
readers. For further information concerning the newspaper or the Arme-
nian Studies Program:
Armenian Studies Program
5245 N. Backer Ave. PB4
Fresno, CA 93740-8001
Telephone (559) 278-2669 » FAX (559) 278-2129
http://www.csufresno.edu/ArmenianStudies/
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Editor
Tamara Karakashian

Layout
Dikran Chekian

Photographers
Dikran Chekian

Barlow Der Mugrdechian
Advisor

Erica Ananian
Carina Karakashian
Ara Mekhitarian
Arpik Paraghamian
Sevag Tateosian
Robert Torosian
Christopher Tozlian

Barlow Der Mugrdechian

Staff

/

Course Units Time

General Education

*ArmS 10 Intro to Arm Studies 3

* Arm 1A Elementary Armenian 4

e ArmS 20 Arts of Armenia 3 0930-1045

e ArmS 20 Arts of Armenia

* Arm 148 "Mastrpcs Arm Lit 3 1300-1350

Upper Division Courses
* Arm S 108A Arm History I 3

* Arm S 120T 3 1900-2150

California State University, Fresno
Armenian Studies Program

Fall 2002 Schedule of Courses

Day

-\
Social Sciences Area D3, for students using 1999/2000 catalog and after
Division 9-Other Cultures, for students using 1998/1999 catalog and before
1000-1050 MWF

Arts & Humanities, Area C2 for students using 1999/2000 catalog and after
Division 7-Languages, for students using 1998/1999 catalog and before:

1100-1150 MTWF B Der Mugrdechian
* Arm- - 2A _‘Intérrnediate Armenian 4 0930-1045 TTh

4'Aﬂ:s&‘iitinI:mittt!!r;“A‘l'ea C1, for students using 1999/2000 Catalog and after
TTh
3 Two sections of Honors D Kouymjian

Arts & Humanities, Integration IC, for students using 1999/2000 Catalog and after
Division 6-Languages, for students using 1998/1999 catalog and before
MWEF

0900-1000 MWF

W Kazan Visiting Professor

For more information call the Armenian Studies Program at 278-2669
or visit our offices in the Peters Business Building, Room 384.

\

Instructor

B Der Mugrdechian

B Der Mugrdechian

D Kouymjian

Staff

B Der Mugrdechian

o

Armenian Studies Program
Book/Video/CD/ Donations

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian and the Armenian Studies Program would like to
thank the donors, authors, and publishers for the following books and
archival gifts.

Dr. Alichan Avedis Bairamian, Glendale, CA, for several boxes of
books.

Dr. Robert Hewsen, Fresno, CA, for copies of two journals: Revue Des
Etudes Arméniennes, 1992 and the Journal of the Society for Armenian
Studies, Volume 1 from 1984.

John Jabagchourian, Goleta, CA, former editor of Hye Sharzhoom,
donated two micro-cassette recorders to Hye Sharzhoom for use by the
staff.

Krikor Keusseyan, Watertown, MA, for a copy of his book, Namagani,
Volume A, Letters from Shahan Shanour to Krikor Keusseyan, Mayreni
Publishing, 2001.

Carl K. Mahakian, Rancho Mirage, CA, for several boxes of books.
Carl K. Mahakian, Rancho Mirage, CA for several cases of books,
magazines, and plays and archival materials related to William Saroyan.
Mr. Ed Marouk, Fresno, for several boxes of books.

Martin M. Tourigian, Drexel Hill, PA, for his paintings.

Arman Vartanyan, Istanbul, Turkey for the copy of his booklet, Jinage.
Istanbul, Turkey: Acar Press, 2002.

Naomi Weinstein, New York, NY, for the copy of the book by M. A.
Marcom, Three Apples Fell from Heaven. New Y ork: Riverhead Books
(2001).

5 o

Donors for 2002
ASP Annual Banquet

Benefactors :

Berge & Alice Bulbulian,
Berberiarn & Gazarian Family
Foundation

Mrs. Herbert Lion

Patrons

Dr. & Mrs. Varoujan & Lena
Altebarmakian

Robert & Jackie Manselian

Sponsors

Bob Der Mugrdechian
Louise K. George

Leo & Arminee Shishmanian

Supporters

George & Maryann Atamian
Peter Dorian

Rutherford B. Gaston, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Kabrielian
Aida D. Sarafian
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Hye Sharzhoom editor
Tamara Karakashian with
John Hughes.

TAMARA KARAKASHIAN
EDITOR

Armenians young and old lis-
tened engrossed as John Hughes,
an American living in Armenia,
read one of his emotional and heart-
felt essays. In an essay entitled
“...And Be Merry,” Hughes elabo-
rated on his experiences in Arme-
nia: “...And so I arrived at Hayk’s
house in the morning hour with
some expectations. Arrived to the
smell of boiling cow and the laugh-
ter of a full house. Cousins, aunts,
uncles. Friends on leave from the
army. A table set for a banquet.
The mother of all brunches. It was
10 am.”

A journalist for 20 years, in .

1998 Hughes was assigned to write

hekiar

S
g basically went along with anything
# S someone suggested. This frame of
| S mind in place, he had many new
& experiences while living in Arme-

a series of articles about Armenia
for the Orange County Register.
He moved to Armenia to begin a
life of research of a people who
have “survived.” Hughes contin-
ued to elaborate on his first experi-
ence eating the ever-popular cel-
ebration meal of “khash.”

Hughes explained that while
in Armenia, do as the Armenians
do. His knowledge of the Arme-

= hian language was limited to a

choice few words, one of his favor-
ites of which is “lav,” good. He

nia. Hughes along with award-
winning photojournalist, Bruce
Strong, decided to record these
ever-strong feelings in a book en-
titled, “Armenia: The Story of a
Place in Essays and Images.” The
combination of Hughes’ poetic and
realistic words with'Strong’s abil-
ity to capture. the true light of the
country of Armenia is a wonderful
portrayal of the beauty of ourhome-
land.

With the images in our minds
of the strong odor of “khash,” the
audience listened attentively how
Hughes made this dish of “cow’s
feet” sound lovely: “Take that stack
oflavash, I’'mtold, and break it into
the bowl of broth. Lots of it. Reach
with bare fingers to the bowl of salt
and sprinkle generously. And from
the bowl of ground garlic, dip
spoonfuls, until the taste is no longer
that of cow feet. The idea here is to
put enough bread into the soup un-

“Armenia: The Story of A Place...”

til you can eat the soaked dumpling
with your bare hands. ‘Lav.’ Good.
Whatever.” It takes a person of
Hughes’ characterto be able to live
in a country completely different
from his own - entirely opposite of
what he has ever known growing
up.

Hughes experiences are viv-
idly recorded in this 133-page book.
Itis modern history. Thisisn’ta six
inch text book which we are re-
quired to read in an Armenian his-
tory class that goes on and on tell-
ing about this war or that defeat.
This is a coffee table book depict-
ing the happiness and sadness of a
country which has survived as
Christians for over 1700 years. A
people who have the strength and
the will to continue another 1700
years into the future. This is pos-
sible with help from people like
John Hughes, who dedicate small
portions of their busy lives to let the
world know about Armenians.

Hughes currently contributes
to Armenian International Maga-
zine on aregular basis. His current
project is a children’s book about
his cat, Brian.

The Armenian Studies Pro-

“A Journey Through Modern Karabagh” by Dr. Hewsen

CHRis TOZLIAN -
STAFF WRITER

Last semester, Dr. Robert
-| Hewsen was appointed as the Kazan
Visiting Professor for the Arme-
nian Studies Program aty Fresno
State. In his brief time in Fresno; he
has delivered four lectures to the
public, with his most recent, on
March 19th, dealing with the cur-
rent status of Karabagh.

Dr. Hewsen graduated from
Georgetown University in the late
1960’s and went on to post-gradu-
ate work that focused on Armenia
and the Caucasus. He first traveled
to Armeniain 1969; while there, he
did research for his graduate advi-
sor, and since then, he has had a
“special place” in his heart for
Karabagh. Specifically, heis deeply
fascinated with the ongoing Azeri-
Armenian conflict over Karabagh.

Dr. Hewsen has traveled to
Armenia numerous times since
1969; his most recent trip was in
October 2000. While in Armenia,
he was able to visit both of the
major towns (considered cities) in
Karabagh, Stepanakert and Shushi.
He was also able to visit the Arme-
nian monasteries in Karabagh and
the only university in Karabagh.
Dr. Hewsen outlined for his audi-
ence an overview of the geography
(as seenin his travels.) After giving
abriefbackground about Karabagh
he spoke about the prevalent politi-
cal issues that are currently affect-
ing this self-declared Republic.

In 1991, Karabagh declared its

independence from the ailing
USSR. However, this bold politi-
cal move offended Azerbaijan,
which, in turn, battled with the in-
dependence-driven Armenians of
Karabagh for almost three years,
until a cease-fire was declared in
May 1994. Dr. Hewsen explained
that the years of Azeri-Armenian
conflict had destroyed many of the
small villages, as well as both
Stepanakert and Shushi. Recon-
struction was still taking place to
repair war-torn areas when Dr.
Hewsen returned to Karabagh.

The first buildings that were
built after the fighting stopped, and
which are still being built, are
churches. Dr. Hewsen explained
that there is a positive psychologi-
cal effect on the Armenian,_people
when they see churches being con-
structed. Not only does it encour-
age the imagery of permanent resi-
dence in Karabagh by Armenians,
but it also draws their attention to
the reality that they were battling a
people who disagreed with them
both politically and religiously. The
building of churches offers hope
and comfort to those who have lost
loved ones or homes during the
fighting. It also serves as a healing
tool for the Armenian people.

Dr. Hewsen then turned his
attention to the debate over the sta-
tus of Karabagh and went on to
explain why he believes that the
Armenians within Karabagh will
not give up their control of the land.
Dr. Hewsen began by pointing out
that the Armenians are spending

money building new roads. He
also pointed out that Armenia is
partially stimulating the Karabagh
economy and that the Armenian
government is currently paying Ar-
menians to relocate from Armenia
to Karabagh. Finally, on October 3,
2000, all of Karabagh’s district
names were changed to Armenian
names. When observing this list of
examples of Armenianinvolvement
within Karabagh, it is evident that
the Armenians not only consider
this land to be theirs, but also will
fight to retain ownership of it.

Dr. Hewsen spoke of the pos-
sible solutions regarding the Azeri-
Armenian dispute over Karabagh.
While possible solutions include
giving the land to either Azerbaijan
or Armenia, this solution would
anger the non-recipient nation. The
“American solution” has also been
proposed: this would give Arme-
nia the Karabagh region, but it
would give to Azerbaijan the south-
ern border region of Armenia; this
proposal would also displease both
sides.

Others have suggested giving
Karabagh autonomy, but within the
administrative structure of
Azerbaijan; this has also been un-
acceptable to the Armenians of
Karabagh. Another possible solu-
tion is the “Cyprus solution,” which
will allow the Karabagh situation
to remain as is, perhaps leading
only to more fighting and blood-
shed. The only commonality be-
tween these proposed solutions is
that they would not solve the cur-

rent debate over Karabagh.
However, a plausible and posi-
tive solution called the “Endoran
solution’” has been suggested, which
would give Karabagh its autonomy
and the ability to dictate its own
actions in domestic affairs; this so-
lution would allow for Azeri and
‘Armenian involvement within
Karabagh’s foreign affairs. Many
feel that the “Endoran solution” is
the fairest solution and that it will
bring a long-needed peace to the
region. Others, however, look to
this proposal with pessimism, un-
able to trust either the Armenians
or the Azeris to stay out of the
Karabagh’s domestic affairs.
Overall, Dr. Hewsen’s discus-
sion was both informative and in-
triguing, bringing greater clarity to
the issue of the Karabagh for all
who attended.

gathered around the statue of

Karabagh hero Monte

Melkonian.

John Hughes

gram, Armenian Students Organi-
zation of Fresno State, along with
the St. Paul Armenian Apostolic
Church co-sponsored Hughes’ pre-
sentation on Friday, March 8, in the
St. Paul Haig Berberian Hall.

John Hughes shared with us
hisexperience and life-long memo-
ries of the years he lived in our
homeland: Armenia.

Spring 2002
ASO Report

BARBARA HARUTINIAN
STAFF WRITER

The Armenian Students Orga-

Photo: Barlow Der Mugrdechian

nization held alotofexciting events -

for the spring semester of 2002.
With the hard work and dedication
of the students we were able to
make this semester successful and
memorable. We started the semes-
ter off with a meeting and social at
Dominion Pizza where members
of ASO ate pizza, discussed up-
coming events and socialized with
friends. John’s Incredible Pizza
had also been a meeting spot where
students are able to interact with
peers and discuss ASO events.

Events that were held were the
3" Annual Armenian Film Festi-
val, the Armenian genocide com-
memoration, and a dance seminar
led by Zar Der Mugrdechian, which
were all very successful. ASO also
co-sponsored, with the Armenian
Studies Program, a lecture by John
Hughes who spoke on his new book
Armenia, The Story of a Place in
Essays and Images.

The 87" Armenian genocide
commemoration that was held on
campus was graced with speakers
such as the Honorable Judge Debra
Kazanjian and Professor Hal
McKinney, making it a very spe-
cial and memorable event. The 3™
Annual Armenian Film Festival
was also very exciting as films by
very talented filmmakers concern-
ing Armenianissues were screened.

To end the school year off the
right way a party will be held so the
students can come together and
celebrate their accomplishments.
The present executive Michael
Harutinian (president), Sevag
Tateosian (vice president), Talar

| Atarian (Secretary), Barbara

Harutinian (Treasurer), and Tim
Kuckenbaker (Historian), would
like to thank everybody who helped
in making this' semester remark-
able.
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B Name: Michael Harutinian

i Age: 23

k Major: Ag Business

k What are your Plans after Graduation?

L [ plan on doing some traveling and then

 getting a job in the agriculture field.

i Where do you see yourself in 10 years?

In ten years I see myself established in a

| career.

' What was the most influential part of

i your college experience?

& The most influential part of my college expe-

¢ rience was the relationships that I developed

— whileatcollege with my professors and friends.
L The guidance that I received from my profes-

sors has been excellent and

i | ARUTINI AN they have helped to be able

to think more critically and

notto take anything on face value.

How do you feel the Armenian Studies Program influenced your college experience?

Through the ASP I have acquired a deeper understanding of my roots and culture. The

friendships that I have made with students that I have met through the ASP and ASO will

last a lifetime

Name: Charles Hagop Sislian

Age: 23

Major: Ag Business

What are your plans after graduation?

I plan on taking a few fun classes at Fresno
City next semester. I anticipate working
within the next few months. I have decided
on a few potential employers and need to
finalize my decision.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
In 10 years, I plan to be firmly planted in a -
career with the Agriculture Industry. By that
time, I should be married and be starting a
family. I plan on being well established before C
marriage and well traveled.

Name: Tamara Karakashian

Age: 23
"Major: Liberal Studies/Linguistics

What are your plans after graduation?

I have already begun the Masters Program in Linguistics at California State University,
Fresno.
. Where do ypu see yourself in 10 years?
In 10 years I am hoping to be teaching English as a
Second Language either at the college level here
in the United States, or abroad. :
What was the most influential part of your
_college experience?
The most influential part of my college
experience has been the life long friend-

each and every person, fellow students and

my college career.
ow do you feel the Armenian Studies
Program influenced your college experi-

The Armenian Studies Program has impacted
my life in a huge way. Through history classes
I was able to learn the true

& 2 Wa Vi X IR RN past of our forefathers.
Through the language classes I have been able to strengthen my knowledge of the Armenian
language which will help me in my masters program in Linguistics.

Name: Jude Dunbar

Age: 28

Major: Geography

What are your plans after graduation?
If my plans for multiple lottery award winner
fall through, I’1l probably either go graduate §
school or work for the state. 4
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
Married with 2.5 kids, 3.7 mortgages, 1.5
underpaid overworked jobs, 0 Ferraris.
What was the most influential part of your
college experience?

Class schedule-your whole life revolves around
it for four years.

How do you feel the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram influenced your college experience?
Armenian Studies classes helped me to learn
more about my background.

ships that I have created. Learning from"

professors alike, has been the highlight of S ; _b

. What was the most influential part of
| your college experience?

i The most influential part of my college
 experience was spending a semester abroad
' in London. Throughout this experience, I

Graduating Seniors With Armenian Studies Minor

Name: Stacie Shahbazian =
Age: 22

Major: Liberal Studies

What are your plans after Graduation?

After graduation, I will marry my fiancé, Paul
Melikian, on June 22 and live in Kingsburg. .In
August, I will begin law school at San Joaquin
College of Law.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
Paul and I have talked about this together.
We see ourselves working in Fresno, raising
afamily, building a house, and enjoying the
company of family and friends. :
What was the most influential part of
your college experience?It’s hard to sum
up 4 years in a sentence or two, but I believe
the most influential part of my college expe-
rience was meeting and interacting with
many new and interestihg people. I've ST A
learned a lot of life’s important lessons y
through college. Fresno State is a great school! S
How do you feel the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram influenced your college experience?

The Armenian Studies Program provided me with cultural awareness and an opportunity
to explore my heritage. This program gave me a chance to see the generosity and support
of the Armenian community through the Scholarship program. I’ ve gained insight on what
it means to be an Armenian. It was a wonderful program and I really enjoyed it!

What was the most influential part of your college experience?

11 of the courses I took within the Armenian Studies Program made me re-evaluate what

it means to be a proud Armenian. However, the most influehtial experience was
pending June of 2001 in Armenia and learning in person what I have spent years in
classrooms studying.

'How do you feel the Armenian Studies Program influenced your college experi-
ence?

'~ In an extremely positive manner. Everyone in the ASP is warm, helpful and friendly.
I can’t imagine going through college without it. Shad shanoragalootun!

Graduating Seniors

_ Name: Shushan Khalachyan

B Age: 26

.. Major: International Business

. What are your plans after graduation?

L After graduation, I plan on taking a trip to Europe.
. When I return, I will be working at the Univer-
| sity Business Center (UBC) at the Craig School
L of Business. After gaining some experience in
| the workforce I also plan on attending Gradu-
ate School.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years?

| In 10 years from now I see myself as being
* healthy, happy, and successful.

' What was the most influential part of your
P college experience?

F The most influential part of my college experi-
P ence, other than all of the knowledge I gained, is
" having the opportunity to grow, learn from my expe-
&~ riences, and to meet people and make new lifelong
" friends.

How do you feel the Armenian Studies Program influenced your college experence?
The Armenian Studies Program allowed me to learn more about myself and my family.
Learning about my culture and background allowed me to be a stronger college student.
Thank you.

Name: Kristy Melikian

Age: 23

Major: Liberal Studies

What are your plans after graduation?
After graduation, I plan to obtain my teaching
credential at Fresno State.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
Ten years from now I see myself working as
an elementary school teacher. I also plan to
be married and starting a family of my own.

was not only able to grow as a person but I & ¥
had the opportunity to see another part of the
world.

How do you feel the Armenian Studies Program mﬂuenced your college experience?
I feel that the Armenian Studies Program has influenced my college experience by bringing :
me closer to my Armenian culture, while creating friendships with fellow Armenians. I
have also gained a greater appreciation for the Armenian people.

Photos: Barlow Der Mugrdechian
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L to R: Dikran Chekian, Ani Cardoux, Michael Harutinian,
Judge Debra Kazanjian, Sevag Tateosian, and Barlow Der
Mugrdechian.
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nians who died, but also to remind
the world of its duty” Kazanjian
commented.

Also taking part in the pro-
gram were Fresno State Armenian
Student Organization members Ani
Cardoux, Dikran Chekian, and
Sevag TateosianJWho each ex-
pressed their emotions.

Ani read an eloquent poem in

S Armenian by Daniel Varoujan.
T Sevag read the declaration by the
S California Legislature marking
;§ April 24th as Armenian Genocide

Remembrance Day. Dikran ex-

Epressed his devotion and dedica-
tion by speaking about the facts of
ED the Genocide.

Fresno State professor Hal McKinney.

Prof. Kouymjian’s Spring Activities

(This article is a continuation

ofthe March 2002 Hye Sharzhoom
report on Professor Dickran
Kouymjian’s sabbatical leave ac-
tivities.)

Later in the month he traveled
to southern Italy, where the Uni-
versity of Lecce organized an in-
ternational conference entitled “San
Gregorio armeno e il suo culto
nell’italia meridionale” (Saint Gre-
gory the Armenian and His Cult in
Southern Italy). He presented a
paper entitled “The Armehian Ico-
nography of St. Gregory the Illu-
minator,” discussing in detail with
the aid of some 60 slides the differ-
ent ways Gregory was depicted in
Armenian art and how we are to
interpret the great variety of im-
ages. During his stay in the Apulia
region he was able to visit other
sites devoted to St. Gregory, in-
cluding the church of St. Gregory
in the city of Nardo, where he was
allowed to photograph a hitherto
unknown right hand relic of St.
Gregory the Illuminator preserved
in the treasury. According to him,
there are now four right hand relics
of the founder of the Armenian
church, on which he is preparing a
separate study. Professor Giusto
Traina, one of Italy’s foremost
young classical scholars and an
authority on early Armenian his-
tory and texts, organized the con-
ference. Dr. Kouymjian had in-
vited Traina to participate in the
international symposium on the fa-
ther of Armenian history, Movses
of Khoren, that he had organized in
Paris ten years ago, the proceed-
ings of which were published last
year.

At the end of October, Prof.
Kouymjian was invited to present a
paper entitled “Art in Exile: Arme-
nian Artists of the Nineteenth &
Twentieth Centuries,” in Leiden,

The Netherlands, at an international
symposium titled “Armenia Be-
yond Territory. The Evolution of
the Individual Living in the
Diaspora.” The one-day confer-
ence held on October 30th was part
of the inauguration of three sepa-
rate exhibits on. Armenian art as
part of Holland’s celebration of the
1700th anniversary of Armenian
Christianity. The exhibitions were
held in Leiden and in Utrecht and
comprised ancient, medieval and
modern Armenian art. Dr.
Kouymjian in his paper discussed
in detail the question “What is Ar-
menian Art?” He asked the audi-
ence to reflect on the possible an-
swers to the question and on the
arbitrary nature of the term “Arme-
nian Art.”

Currently, the Professor
Kouymjian is deep into the correc-
tion of the proofs of the major pub-
lication on the history and analysis
of Armenian writing from the in-
vention of the Armenian alphabet
in the fifth century to our time. The
book, to be published by Aarhus
University Press in Denmark, is
entitled Album of Armenian Pale-
ography and is the fruit of eleven
years of research he carried out in
libraries and archives throughout
the world with Prof. Michael Stone,
head of the Armenian Program at
the Hebrew University in Jerusa-
lem and Dr. Henning, a classical
Armenian scholar and for the past
15 years president of Denmark’s
second largestuniversity in Aarhus.
The folio volume, scheduled to
appear in the first half of 2002, will
be more than 500 pages and con-
tain over 200 full-page color plates
and a very dense text and many
comparative alphabet tables illus-
trating the various forms of Arme-
nian manuscript writing.

-

hotos: H.S. Archi

To conclude the ceremonies,
Professor Barlow Der Mugrdechian
made brief comments about the im-
portance of remembrance as part of
the Genocide commemoration. He
said that the large number of stu-
dents present at the ceremony at-
tested to their continued commit-
ment.

Along with distinguished com-
munity members Der Mugrdechian
initiated the laying of flowers on a
model of the Armenian Genocide

e

& Memorial Monument. While mu-

sicians Jim and Edward Karagozian
played solemn Armenian music,
the rest of the crowd followed Prof.
Der Mugrdechian’s lead.

And at the conclusion of the
ceremony, the monument stood as
a proud reminder of the Genocide,
just as the Martyrs’ Monument in
Armenia does.

Turkish wartime leader Talat
Pasha once told a German Ambas-
sador, “Whaton earth do you want?
The question is settled. There are
no more Armenians.” Talat Pasha
couldn’t have been more wrong.

The Armenian community in
Fresno, along with all of the Arme-
nian communities around the world,
with their commemorations and
respect for the 1.5 million massa-
cred in 1915 demonstrates that the
Armenians will never forget what

- happened 87 years ago, and that the

Genocide will never be forgotten.

Photo: Barlow Der Mugrdechian

Above: L to R- Dikran Chekian, Rami Gabriel, and Charles
Sislian honoring Genocide victims by placing carnations at

the Genocide Monument.
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Shahen Khatchatryan Speaks on
Armenian Art of the 20th Century

line of Hovnatanian painters and
his portraits of the Armenian gen-

‘try of Tiflis are evocative of Arme-

nian life of the period. Hovnatanian
drew on the history of medieval
Armenian manuscript painting and
folk art to paint his masterpieces.
Hovahannes Aivazovsky, the
great Armenian seascape artist of
the nineteenth century, was the next
artistdiscussed. Bornin the Crimea,
his seascapes have an originality
based on the Armenian national
temperment. His portrayal of
stormy seas reflects the Armenian

§ national optimism and determina-
S tion against all odds.

Khatchatryan then moved to
= the 20th century with the works of
S Vartkes Soureniants, an artist
2 whose works reflected Armenian
_ national life, including the 1895-
5 1896 massacres of Armenians in
S Ottoman Turkey. His paintings

BarRLow DER MUGRDECHIAN
HYE SHARZHOOM ADVISOR

Shahen Khatchatryan, Direc-
tor of the National Gallery of Art of
Armenia and the Martiros Saryan
Musem in Yerevan, Armenia, pre-
sented anillustrated lecture on “20th
Century Armenian Art” on Friday,
April 5, 2002.

Khatchatryan’s lecture, part of
the Armenian Studies Program
Spring Lecture Series, was held in
the Alice Peters Auditorium of the
University Business Center oncam-
pus.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian of
the Armenian Studies Program in-
troduced Mr. Khachatryan, who
was in California to give a series of

talks on Armenian Art.

Khatchatryan is the author of
numerous monographs on famous
Armenian artists of the 20th cen-
tury: Martiros Saryan, Minas,
Hovhannes Aivazovsky, Hagop
Hagopian, and Rafael Atoyan,
among others. He is an art historian
and critic who was born in Aleppo,
Syria, and returnedto Yerevan with
his family in 1946. He later gradu-
ated from the Leningrad Academy
of Art.

Mr. Khatchatryan’sillustrated
talk began with a discussion of the
founder of “modern” Armenianart,
Hagop Hovnatanian, a portrait
painter of the 19th century.
Hovnatanian was the last of a great

Shahen Khatchatryan

have a patriotic spirit to them.

Martiros Saryan is considered
by art critics as the finest of 20th
century Armenian artists. He was
the first Armenian artist to recog-
nize the need to form an individual
style founded on ancient national
traditions. His rich compositions
were imbued with light, color, and
contrasting harmonious combina-
tions of colors. He devoted his life
to Armenia which was the canvas
for his works. :

Gevorg Bashinjaghyan, Edgar
Chahine, Egishe Tadevosyan,
Carzou, and several other artists
were discussed by Mr.
Khatchatryan.

The evening concluded with a
lively question and answer period.
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yet to pay survivor policies from
the 1915 genocide. In the past few
years, Armenian survivors of the
genocide and their relatives have
sought compensation for life insur-
ance policies purchased by their
victim relatives, but never honored
by the companies.

In his fascinating presentation,
Mr. Yeghiayan outlined the back-
ground facts of the case, the legal
issues involved, and the current
status of the case.

Mr. Yeghiayan became inter-
ested in the issue of Armenian in-
surance claimsin 1987, while read-
ing U.S. Ambassador Henry
Morgenthau’s memoirs.
Morgenthau mentions that the in-
surance policies of Armenians who

had been massacred, were being
demanded by the Ottoman Turkish
government. This provided the im-
petus for Yeghiayan’s pursuit of
justice, beginning with correspon-
dence with the then Secretary of
State George Schultz, which led to
the discovery of many pertinent
documents.

Mr. Yeghiayan outlined the ba-
sic facts of the class action law suit,
Marootian v. New York Life. Be-
tween 1895-1915, New York Life
sold more than 5,000 life insurance
policies to Christian Armenians in
the Ottoman Empire. Business was
good for New York Life, as they
sold more policies in Ottoman Tur-
key than they had in twenty-one
states in the United States. After
the Genocide of 1915-1923, many
Armenian survivors attempted to

.2
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L to R: Robert Torosian, Agop Torosian, Mrs. Ekezian,
Tatevik Ekezian, David Nersesyan, Tamara Enfiedjian,
David Sirunyan, Erica Ananian, & Barseg Abanyan.

be compensated
forthe loss of life
of theirrelatives.
New York Life
kept very good
records of whom
it sold its poli-
cies to, maintain-
ing a card file
with names and
addresses of §
policy holders.
There are more
than 35,000
pages of evi-

.

LtoR:

dence and documentation on this :

issue. For years New York Life
claimed that they could not find the
survivors of the Armenian geno-
cide who had held policies.

Martin Marootian and his fam-
ily have been pursuing their rights
since 1922. In 1999 he continued
his correspondence with New York
Life and succeeded in getting New
York Life to negotiate the claim. It
was claimed that there were no
other persons in a similar situation,
but a list of more than 3,000 names
were uncovered.,

The legal basis for the class
action suit became possible with
the passage of Armenian Genocide
Claim legislation in California.
Then State Assemblyman Chuck
Poochigian was instrumental in get-
ting the legislation passed, which
provided that Armenians would
have the right to sue for the insur-
ance claims in California until 2010.

“Perhaps It Is Time We All Remembered”- An Opinion

RoOBERT TOROSIAN
STAFF WRITER

April 1915, the sun rose over
the mountains of Armenia just like
any other day, warming up the fields
and inviting the people of the vil-
lages to wake up from their sleep
and to start their daily tasks. No one
knew that this day would be any-
thing but another normal day.

All of a sudden the day got dark
as the Turkish soldiers marched into
the Armenian villages to deport all
the Armenian families. The soldiers
used force and violence to move the
Armenians from the villages. Some
men tried to fight the soldiers but
they were brutally executed in front
of their families. Children screamed
as they watched their parents killed
right in front of their eyes by the
Turkish soldiers. All of this was
done without mercy and without
guilt.

This may sound like part of a
new movie by Steven Spielberg that
is playing at Edwards’ Theatre in
Fresno, but it’s not. This is the true
story of the Armenian people and
the Armenian Genocide. The geno-
cide, whichbeganon April 24,1915,
with the arrest, torture and execu-
tion of 300 intellectuals, writers,
poets and civic and political leaders,
lasted until 1923. 1.5 million Arme-
nians were killed during those 8
years. The point that I am trying to
make is not to retell the story of the
Armenian Genocide, which has been
told and retold many times, but to
see how well people in Fresno and in
other cities know about the Arme-
nian Genocide.

On April 25th, 2002, a day
after the 87th year remembrance of
the Armenian Genocide, I conducted
a random survey at Fresno State
University, asking some of the fu-
ture leaders of this country some

questions aboutthe Armenian Geno-
cide. The survey consisted of asking
50randomly chosen people of every
race, gender, profession, and age, if
they knew what the Armenian Geno-
cide was. The most common re-
sponse was ‘“Uhhhhhh no.” Some
other responses ranged from Arme-
nian Genocide being a food to the
Armenian participation in the Olym-
pic games this year.

Outof 50 people surveyed, only
8 knew about the Armenian Geno-
cide. The remaining 42 people did
not have a clue. So 84% did not
know anything about the genocide
and only 16% knew about the first
Genocide of the 20th century. I then
asked the participants if they knew
about the Jewish Holocaust and all
50 responded with a quick “Of
course.” I asked them how come
they knew about the Jewish Holo-
caust so well and most of them re-
sponded that they were taught about
itintheirclasses and also had learned
about it through the movie industry.

We hold a commemoration ev-
ery year on April 24 and tell the
story of the Armenian Genocide and
have speakers come and talk and
give their opinions and feelings about
the horrible things that happened to
the Armenian people. Every Arme-
nian has to live with the Genocide
their whole life and passes that
knowledge and pain to their chil-

_dren. We lay flowers for the inno-

cent people who lost their lives dur-
ing the genocide, but is that going to
teach people about the Armenian
Genocide?

We pay our respects and honor
those who lost their lives during the
demonstration but we do not reach
the public to educate them more and
to get their support. Fifteen seconds
of airtime on the local news at 11
o’clock in the evening does noteven
give the viewing public enough in-

formation for them to even know
what occurred during the genocide
or how people suffered.

Who is to be blamed for this
lack of knowledge about the Arme-
nian Genocide? The people? The
media? No, the government! There
is not a single textbook at the junior
high or high school level that has the
history of the Armenian genocide in
it. How are people going to know
about something that they were not
educated about? People know the
great sufferings of the Jews and the
African-Americans because they
were required to learn about them in
high school and also in colleges and
universities. The country that mod-
els itself to be the most powerful
country in the world turns its head
everytime a light shines on the issue
of the Armenian Genocide. If we
Armenians had raised enough money
to make multi-million dollar movies
like “Schindler’s List” or “Amistad”
to tell our story to everyone through
the big screen or had enough politi-
cal power to influence the govern-
ment to recognize the Armenian
Genocide, it would have already been
done. But our population is small
compared to the Jews and the Afri-
can Americans and our voice is not
heard amongst the larger groups.

Hitler was evil but not stupid.
He watched while the Young Turks

carried out the final solution of the :

Armenian Question during World
War I, and he saw them get away
with it. He drew the logical conclu-
sion: the world has a short memory.
When Hitler sent his generals to
start World War II and to effect the
final solution against the Jews, he
ranted: “Go! Kill without mercy!
Who today remembers the annihila-
tion of the Armenians?”

Perhaps it is time we all re-
membered.

Tamara Ka‘raka‘s‘hi'an, Nyrie Karkazian,
Carina Karakashian, Armen Postoyan, Ara
Mekhitarian, and Eric Mouradian.

* Attorney Mark Geragos of Los
Angeles will be the lead attorney in
the Marootian class action suit,
which should be ready to be tried in
NovembBeror December of this year.

In® 1928, New York Life
claimed that it did know who the
Armenians were that held policies,
but today Yeghiayan emphatically
states that, “No one should profit
from the Genocide.” Armenians
are only asking for justice, delayed
for more than eighty-five years. He

clearly articulated the position of

the Armenian Genocide survivors
in the case and his determination to
pursue the case was evident.

Next in the program was Mel-
issa Valgeirson, a faculty member
from the Department of English,
Communications and Theatre at
Fresno Pacific University. She per-
formed a series of readings based
on Saroyan’s dramatic prefaces.
She artfully presented Saroyan’s
battle with the critical theatre elite,
bringing to life the emotional
struggle that Saroyan faced.

Der Mugrdechian then intro-
duced the student scholarship re-
cipients, stating their major, field
of study, and involvement in Ar-
menian Studies. Many of the stu-
dents are active members of the
Armenian Students Organization
and some are involved in the pro-
duction of Hye Sharzhoom. As each
student was called, he or she was
recognized for their achievements
with a round of applause.

For community members and
parents, the Armenian Studies Pro-

- gram Annual banquet is a way to

interact with faculty, students, and
staff of the Program.

The Annual Banquet has be-
come an enjoyable tradition of the
Armenian Studies Program at
Fresno State.

SevaG TATEOSIAN
STAFF WRITER

( .
ARMENIAN CORNER
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Parev to all !!! Welcome back to learning how to speak Western

\

Armenian with Sevag. Don’t forget that we are getting closer to the

Armenian 1A class that will be offered next semester here on the
beautiful Fresno State campus. You don’t need to know a word of
Armenian to join the class and every student is welcome. What I will

be teaching you in this lesson is how to say the basic colors, and how

to say some breakfast items. :

In Armenian the word for color is Kouin (qnlﬁ i

The first color we will learn is Brown, which is called Sourjakuin
(upﬁqu;ﬁ ) . An easy way to remember this is by remembering
how to say coffee in Armenian, which is Sour;j (umnﬁ ) . All youdo
is add akuin (wqmyG) and you have the word for brown.

The next color we will learn is Orange. If you know how to say
Orange the fruit in Armenian, then it will be easy for you. Nareenj
(GunhGg) is Orange the fruit, and all you need to do is the same thing
as you did with coffee in the previous one, add akuin (wq.nlﬁ ) So
the color Orange is pronounced Nareenjakuin ( GwphGowqnyG ).

The next color we will learn is Yellow, which is Teghine
(nhnhﬁ ). Just as an added bonus I will tell you that the word tegh
(nhq) in Armenian means medicine.

The word forred in Armenianis Garmeer (lwuml hn ) . The word
for blue in Armenian is Gabuid (juuwnyun ) . _

The Armenian flag has the colors Garmeer (Red), Gabuid (Blue),
Nareenjakuin (Orange).

My favorite color in Armenian is the color Black. If you know
how to say my name in Armenian, you can say the word black. Black
in Armenian is sev (utir).

Now from the colors we will be going to a new direction, which
is to teach you how to say some breakfast items.

Firstyou need to know the word for breakfast which is nakhadjash
( Guwuwuig ).

A common breakfast item is butter. The word for butter is garak
_(uwpwq ) With butter you have got to have your bread, which is
hats (ﬁwg ) You simply can take the word hot in English and add an
S to the end of it and you have the word for bread. On top of the bread
and butter, many Armenians put jelly, which is bedghanush
(wumuiGma ) or they put eggs which is havgeet (Runlpp ).

To wash down this food Armenians either drink tea, which is zey
(r«ﬂ:; ), milk which is gar (hw]& ), water which is choor (an ) or
juice which is hyoot (R ). :

Thanks again for taking Sevag’s quick Armenian lesson. We
shall see each other in the next Hye Sharzhoom issue. For more
information on the Armenian class offered at Fresno State, contact the

Armenian Studies office at 559-278-2669. Until next time Ge Des Na
Veenk, that is, see you later.

.
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makers can present themselves and
their work. “These aren’t major
films that you would see in big
theaters, which is why we need
these types of events,” Atarian said.

“The purpose of the film festi-
val is to promote films with an
Armenian theme. This year’s theme
happens to be the genocide,” said
Barlow Der Mugrdechian, lecturer
in the Armenian Studies Program.

The first film shown was part
one of afour part series, “The Geno-
cide Factor: The Human Tragedy,”
which explores the history of geno-
cide and how it effects various na-
tionalities throughout the world,
As the audience watched the first
episode in the series, “The Begin-
ning to the Armenian Genocide,”
written by Manoug Manougian,
Ph.D. and Jack Sandler, Ph.D. and
produced and directed by Robert J.
Emery, they gasped or turned away
shaking their heads at the horrors
that were allowed to take place.
The film takes a look at the defini-
tion of genocide and the factors
that drive people to it.

“The Genocide Factor,” which
took three years to make, will be
aired inits entirety on public televi-
sion stations nationwide in May.

The second film touched upon
the Armenian Genocide in a differ-
ent way.

“I Will Not Be Sad 'In This
World” a 56-minute documentary
by award winning producer/direc-
tor, Karina Epperlein of Berkeley,
followed a 94 year-old survivor
throughout her daily routine. The
subject, Zaroohe Najarian lost ev-
erything at the hands of Turkish
soldiers as part of the Armenian
Genocide during World War 1. As
one of the oldest living survivors of
the Armenian Genocide, Najarian
grew up in an orphanage in Beirut,
Lebanon before immigrating -to
America, where she divorced her
husband of an arranged marriage

‘and created a second family with

the man she really loved. For fifty

Zaroohe ' Najarian

years Najarian supported herself as
a seamstress. The documentary
shows Najarian being as candid as
an old woman can be. The audi-
ence was delighted to see her vacu-
uming her living room, cooking
authentic Armenian dishes, sing-
ing to her great grandson and gar-
dening as well. '

Epperlein was present at the
Film Festival and after her film
screened, she discussed why she
made the movie and how it came
about.

As an independent filmmaker,
Epperlein chooses the subjects of
her films very carefully. She found
Najarian through a story written
abouther by her son, Peter Najarian.
As she read the story, Epperlein
saw a film taking shape in her head.
“I didn’t yet have the courage to
start a new film. I was so much in
debt from my last project,” said
Epperlein. She wouldn’t meet
Najarian for another year, but when
she did she was fascinated. “She
was so open to me. She just let me
into her life,” said Epgerlein. For
her-documentary, Epperlein took a
different approach. “I didn’t come
in like a regular filmmaker who
just goes and asks questions. 1
really made a friendship with her.
For four years I came and visited
and we became friends,” Epperlein
said. Epperlein was amazed to see
Najarian so vibrant after having

lived through such difficult times.
“There’s a whole century she has

lived, with all of the tragedies and
. hardships and also the joys of her

life. And here she was, not bitter in
her old age. So vibrant and vital

_that I wanted to be around her and

I wanted to share her with the
world,” said Epperlein.

Epperlein grew up in post-war
Germany and studied Armenian
history and culture for five years in
order to make her latest film. She
said making the film was a wonder-
ful way of accomplishing her goal
of capturing Najarian’s spirit and
giving it onto the world.

Epperlein has cometo find that
Armenian audiences that see the
film have totally embraced it be-
cause they can see themselves in it
as well as someone who is so simi-
lar to their own grandmother. “I
tried to make the film universal so
that everybody could take some-
thing from it and so non-Arme-
nians could also learn about the
genocide,” said Epperlein. Today
Zaroohe Najarian lives in anursing
home.

The last two short films shown
were creative in a modern sense.
“Hokees” and “Girl From Moush”
were written and directed by self-
taught filmmaker and photogra-
pher, Garine Torossian. Born in
Beirut, she moved to Canada in
1979. In “Hokees,” which stars
Arsinee Khanjian, the ultimate Ar-
menian taboo is committed: an
Armenian woman, Anahid, falls in
love with a Turkish man. Pregnant
with herlover’s child, Anahid finds
herself haunted by her past as her
great-grandmother, who was mur-
dered along with her unborn child
in the Armenian Genocide, returns
to reclaim what was lost. “Girl
from Moush” was a lighter and
more personal short (5 minute) clip
that documented Torossian herself
through an emotional and psycho-
logical geography. The film was
filled with images of Armenian
cultural treasures.

Talar Atarian, Fresno, Biology-Ecology & Evolution.
NG
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Scholarship Recipients

The Armenian Studies Program awarded scholarships and research
grants from six different endowment or scholarship funds and research
grant for a total of $27,000. These scholarships encourage students to
pursue minors in Armenian Studies and to enroll in the various course
offerings. The number of applicants for Armenian scholarships has
doubled for the next academic year, 2002-2003. We ask our students and
our supporters to tell their friends and relatives about the Armenian
Studies scholarship program and encourage them to apply for the upcom-
ing year.

- Applying has become simplified and is entirely online through the
Program website at http:www.csufresno.edu/ArmenianStudies and the
University website at http:www.csufresno.edu.

Nerces and Ruth Azadian Memorial Scholarship
Talar Atarian, Fresno, Biology-Ecology & Evolution.

Yervant, Rose and Hovannes Levonian Educational Grant
Michael Arakelian, Fowler, Liberal Studies; Dikran Chekian, Fresno,
Art-Graphic Design; Amy Deorian, Fresno, Pre-Business; Jonathan
Deundian, Fresno, Liberal Studies; Tatevik Ekezian, Fresno, Biology;
Martin Hopelian, Clovis, Pre-Business; Kevin Kandarian, Fowler,
Cont. Animal Sciences; Carina Karakashian, Fresno, Liberal Studies;
Tamara Karakashian, Visalia, Business Administration; Tim
Kuckenbaker, Fresno, Political Science; Ara Mekhitarian, Fresno,
Business Administration; Elizabeth Mello, Lemoore, Political Science;
Eric Mouradian, Fresno, Pre-Business; David Nersesyan, Armenia,
Ag Business; Arpik Paraghamian, Fresno, Mass Communication;
Armen Postoyan, Fresno, Pre-Business; Stephanie Rivas, Fresno,
Biology-Physiology & Anatomy; Taguhi Semirzhyan, Fresno, Philoso-
phy-Pre Law; Stacie Shahbazian, Parlier, Liberal Studies; David
Sirunyan, Armenia, Ag Business; Sevag Tateosian, Fresno, Criminol-
ogy; Akop Torosian, Fresno, Business Administration; Robert Torosian,

Fresno, Criminology; Aida Vareldjian, Fresno, Undeclared; Rouben

Vesmadian, Australia, Philosophy-Pre Law.

Koren and Alice Odian Kasparian Scholarship

Barseg Abanyan, Fresno, Health Science Administration; Tatevik
Ekezian, Fresno, Biology; Jayson Emerian, Fresno, Mechanical Engi-
neering; Arpik Paraghamian, Fresno, Mass Communication.

Charles K. and Pansy Pategian Zlokovich Scholarship
Christina Ajamian, Fresno, Kinesiology-Athletic Training; -Natasha
Azarian, Fresno, English as a Second Language; Ramona Bujulian,
Kingsburg, Liberal Studies; Shelly Cha, Fresno, Business Administra-
tion; Anna Hadjinlian, Fresno, Master of Business; Gabriel Halls,
Sanger, History; Carina Karakashian, Fresno, Liberal Studies; James
Karibian, Fresno, Pre-Business; Bryan Kirkorian, Fresno, Finance;
Tobias Riday-White, Fresno, History; Taguhi Semirdzhyan, Fresno,
Philosophy-Pre Law; Brooke Tinnin, Fresno, Education; Robert
Torosian, Fresno, Criminology; Marjorie Visser, Sanger, Political
Science.

The Pete P. Peters Endowment
Jameil Haddad, Fresno, Communication; Stacie Shahbazian, Parlier,
Liberal Studies; Christopher Tozlian, Fresno, History.

The Harry and Mary Topoozian
Armenian Studies Merit Scholarship Fund

CSU Summer Arts Festival
A Reading of Saroyan’s Play

“The Time of Your Life”

by members of the prestigious
Steppenwolf Theatre Company of Chicago

Saturday, July 19
8:00 PM
John Wright Theater, CSU Fresno

Refreshments will be served.

For more information, please call 559-241-6090.




3

Hye Sharzhoom

May 2002

William Saroyan Books Dlscussed

STAFF REPORT —

Barlow Der Mugrdechian of
the Armenian Studies Program at
California State University, Fresno,
led a four session series on “Wil-

liam Saroyan: The Man and His
World: A Reading and Discussion
Group,” on April 2, 9, 23, and 30.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian with reading group at the Library.

Photos: Michael Karibian

The Armenian National Bobsled Team brought their sled to Califor-
nia State University, Fresno to attract young Armenians to the wide
world of Olympic competition. Standing in tha back row, 3rd and 4th
from the left are Olympians Dan Janjigian and Jorgo Alexandreu.

Photo: Anoush Ekparian

for the Humanities to help in fund-  identity of Armenian-Americans 7 - ‘ ——————
ing the event. as seen through theeyes of Will- | —_— e
The four Saroyan books that iam Saroyan.
were read and discussed were: The Saroyan’s writings reflected — L : |
Human Comedy, My NameisAram, not only the culture and experi- ' ] .
Fresno Stories, and The Armenian  ences of Armenian-Americans, : —
Trilogy. Community members were  especially those in Fresno, butdealt
provided the books and asked to  with larger issues such as the im- ‘nr d l t
readeachofthempriortothatweek’s migrant experience, cultural ad- l e S e e C 1 o n
| session. The works were then the justment, discrimination, justice, of bOOks &ou;t the
Barlow Der Mugrdechian subject of an interactive discussion  and cultural identity. These issues ;.%? :
between the community members are of universal interest to Arme- ;{ . : ; e ‘
The Fresno County Library and Prof. Der Mugrdechian. nians and non-Armenians alike. A o e T e
organized the discussion group as Der Mugrdechian introduced The Armenian Trilogy espe- l ul {
part of the two-month citywide each two-hour session with back- cially reflected Saroyan’s interest peop e C ture
celebration of famed local writer ground material on William Saroyan  in his Armenian roots in the last andl d
William Saroyan. Lydia Kuhn, and about each book. Videos on twenty years of his life. an Scape
Manager of Adult Materials and Saroyan and slides of Fresno’s Ar- The discussion group was held
Institutional Services of the Li- menian sites added an additional at the Fig Garden Regional Li-
brary applied and received a mini- cultural component to the program.  brary, on the corner of Bullard of
grant from the California Council Participantsexplored thecultureand ~ Marks Avenues, in Fresno.
Listen to Fresno State’s
Armenian Radio .
Show Please visitour
3 e ; Armenian St e
T2 § | YaYWda
H}/ e Oozh on the lawer Ieve
Every Saturday mk&anelbooksmmm
5 morning from General Book Department
4 9:00AM-12:00noon 278-4286
HERY Kennel Bookstore
] B W Stare t!nimgs Mo
P
1 FM 90.7
Famed author and Fresno native-son William Saroyan died in 1981. Half D. Js ’I h an k ‘{( u DOHOI‘S
of his cremated remains are interred in the Pantheon National Cemetery » Sevag Tateosian Lucille A Mar,
in Yerevan, Armenia. At a private graveside ceremony in March of this * Armen Postoyan UCI' € Apcar : ariposa
year, the other half of Saroyan’s remains were buried in Fresno’s Ararat « Tatev Ekezian David S. Barsamian Pasadena
Cemetery. George & Gail Bedrosian Fresno
;’ —————————————————————————— | George & Louise (Kamian) Bedrosian Palos Verdes
| . | Helen Boudakian Fresno ;
| ; Fred Brengelman Fresno
| | | Berge & Alice Bulbulian Fresno
| NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT | | In memory of Garabed Kapoian,
3 . ather of Angeéle Kouymjian
| Hye Sharzhoom is sent without charge to thousands of people throughout the | |/ j Ang ey
| 5 B | | Gerard Y. Chahmirian Fresno
world. Although there is no subscription fee, we urge readers to support our efforts =
| with donations of any amount. This request has assumed a s ec1a1 importance | -Raffi Demirjian S gy
| because of increased fnallm costs. : ; : || Herb Elmassian s
| & | | Rochelle Eranosian J abaley Grantville GA
| : = ; | Haig Jamgotchian Anaheim
|  Yes, I would like to support the Hye Sharzhoom mailing expenses with a | - o s
featit oF | Larry & Denise, Kaprielian Huntington Beach
: : | Isgouhi Kassakhian Los Angeles
| $ I Martin & Julia Koobatian Santa Barbara
| Name: | Ms. Roxie Maljanian Newington, CT
|  Address: City: State: Zip: | | Margaret Stenian Mason Los Angeles
| | | Anthony P. Merzoian, S. Portland, ME
| Please make checks payable to Armenian Studies Program and send to: | | Ross Najarian ; Bronx, cI;IYWA
| Armenian Studies Program | | Helen Parnagian-Corrigan PEaldImXII >
: California State University, Fresno : Vartan Piroumian Lo to
| 5245 N Backer Ave M/S PB 4 | Ralph Saroyan , 1 I%S‘H’ w
Fresno, CA 93740-8001 | Vasgan &'Rose Solakian Valley Village,
| i Rose Terzian Fresno




