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.Arntenian Patriarch of JerusaleiD Keynote 
Speaker at Armenian Studies Banquet 
By Matthew Maroot 

·Staff Writer 

Over 350 honored guests, fac­
ulty, distinguished community 
members a11d students gathered on 
the evening of Thursday, Decem­
ber 10, J 998 to attend the Cali for-
nia State University_, Fresno Ar­
menian Studies Program's Thir- _ 
teenth Annual Banquet. 

The guest of honor was His 
Beatitude Archbishop Torkom 
Manoogian, Armenian Patriarch of 
Jerusalem. This year, the evening 
began with a reception celebrating 
the exhibit in the Lyles Gallery of 
the John Wright Theatre by Ara F. 
"Corky" Normart, Jr. titled, "The · 
Dome_of the _Holy Sepulchre _i_n 
Jerusalem." Normart, a Fresno resi­
dent, designed the newly restored 
dome of what is the holiest site in 
all of Christendom. 

The original dome, con­
structed in the mid-1800s, was 
double-walled and of Russian de-
sign . Through the years, earth­
qyakes, fires and warfare left the 
dome severely damaged. Then in 
1970, the outer and inner walls of 
the dome were removed i antici­
pation of its restoration. The origi­
nal framework was found to be still 

quet: State Senator 
Chuck Poochigian, 
Fresno Mayor Jim 
Patterson, Fresno City 
.Councilmen Garry 
Bredefel d, Dan. 
Ronquillo, Sal Quintero,· 
and Fresno County 
Sheriff Richard Pierce. 
In addition, Samuelian 
thanked the Benefactors 
and Patrons of the Ar­
menian Studies Pro­
gram for their generous 
support and extended a 
special token of grati ­
tude to Dr. Dickran 
Kouymjian, who for 22 
years has worked to 
bring the Armenian 
Studies Program the 
success that it enjoys 
today. "Wearethelarg­
est Armenian 
Studies Program in the 

United States. We have 
three full-time faculty 

His Beatitude Archbishop Manoogian, 
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem at 
Fresno State Press Conference members, more than any 

other university. And we have and 
always have had the largest num­
ber of students to teach. Therefore, 
on the map of Armenian academ­
ics, Fresno State is- number one in 
terms of the size of the Program," 
Dr. Kouymjian said. 

Isabel Berberian Professor of Ar-
menian Studies and Director of the 
Armenian Studies Program. Fol­
lowing an invocation by the Very 
Reverend Father Sasoon Vartabed 
Zumrookhdian, Pastor of Saint Paul 
Artnenian Church, guests viewed a 
slide show titled, "Jerusalem: The 
Holy City," prepared by Arlene 
Srabian, of the Armenian Studies 
Program Advisory Board and Pro-

intact and structuraJly sound. Fi­
nanced by an individual from New 
York, the restoration project took 
two and a half years to complete. 
The restoration, however, would 
not have been complete without 
the support of Archbishop· 
Manoogian. "His approval, ac­
ceptance, and support were abso­
lutely essential to the project," 
Normart said. 

. fessor Barlow Der Mugrdechian of 
the Armenian Studies Program. 

Dr. Sasan Rahmatian, Profes­
sor of Information Systems at 
Fresno State provided musical en­
tertainment for the evening on the 
piano, and the Armenian Commu­
nity School of Fresno Choir per­
formed under the direction of mu­
sic teacher Shogakat Papoyan~ 

After the reception, the attend­
ees moved to the SateJlite Student 
Union where they were greeted by 
Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Haig and 

• Armenia's GDP Rose 
7.2 Percent in 1998 

• Karabakh President in 
U.S. to Dis_cuss Peace 
in Karabagh 

• United Armenian Fund 
Delivers $5.4 million in 
Aid to Armenia 

While guests enjoyed a dinner 
of braised-lamb shanks prepared by 
University Catering and guest chef 
Stanley Kooyumjian, • Steve 
Samuelian, District Dire,ctor for 
Congressman George Radanovich, 
introduced several of the distin­
guished guests present at the ban-

• General Motors to 
Manufacture Cars in 
Armenia 

• Administration Proposes 
11 Percent Cut in U.S. Aid 
to Armenia-From $79.9 . 
million in 1999 t~ $71.5 
million for the year 2000 

Fresno State President Dr. 
John Welty also spoke at the ban­
quet. In addressing Archbishop 
Manoogian, Dr. Welty declared, 
"This is one of the most significant 

See Banquet, Page 5 

• Georgia State Senate 
Adopts Genocide 
Resolution 

• Congressman 
Radanovich Presses 
Secretary of State 
Albright to Push for 
Turkish Recognition of 
Genocide 

Supplement to The Collegian 

Saroyan at Ninety: 
A Conference and Celebration 

Saturday, March 20, 1999 
8:45 Conference Opening: D.r. John Welty, President, 

California State University, Fresno 
9- 12:15 Morning Session: Saroyan the Man 
Panel I. Chair: Stephen Barile 
Brenda Magarity (Fresno), "Slow Drive, Sweet Chariot" 
Ed Hagopian (Fresno), "Saroyan in Grief' 

Panel II. Chair: Dickran Kouymjian 
Ar.am Kevorkian (Paris) , "Saroyan and Paris" 
R9xie Morad ian (Fresno), "Saroyan in Love: Marriage and 

Divorce". 
Hank Saroyan (L.A.), "Saroyan, the Boy within the Man at 

Sixty" 

12:15-2 PM Chicken Kebab Luncheon on campus $7.00 
2 - 5 PM Afternoon Session: Saroyan the Writer 
Panel III. Chair: Barlow Der Mugrdechian 
Michael Kl~ster (Berkeley), "Saroyan, Joyce, ~nd 'Everyman' 
Deanna Garabedian (Fresno), "Saroyan and the Armenian 

American Identity" 
Michael Krekorian (Fresno), "American Trauma·and the 

_Suinmer of the Beautiful White Horse" · 

Panel IV. Chair: Isabel Kapriel ian , 
Micah Jendian (San Diego), "Having the Time of Your Life" 
Michael Kovacs (Las Vegas), "Saroyan's Expressi_onist 

Quest" 

Dickran Kouymjian (Fresno), "Who Reads Saroyan Today?" 

The Conference is free and open to the public. All 
·sessions will take place in the Industrial Technology Building, 
room 1 0 I , on Barstow neat Cedar Ave. ·on the CSU Fresno 
campus. On Friday, March 19 at 7 P.M. there wiJJ be a special 
dinner. in honor of the invited speakers and guests at the Down­
town Club, Fresno. For further information: Annen ian Studies 

Program, (559) 278-2669. 

_Hye Sharzhoom Twe~ty Years Later 
By Jennifer Keledjian 
Staff Writer 

As part of the continuing se­
ries on its 20th ann.iversary, Hye 
Sharzhoom has conducted an in­
depth interview with Professor 
Khachig TOIOlyan, · a prominent 
Armenian scholar 

Professor Tololyan has been 
teaching English at Wesleyan Uni­
versity for almost 25 years. Al­
though his Ph.D. is in Comparative 
Literature, he primarily teaches the 
20th Century American Novel and 
Literary Theory. He is a professor 
of Diaspora studies and has taught 
and conducted research at other 
universities, such as University of 
Michigan-Ann Arbor, Johns 
Hopkins, Columbia University and 
Oregon SLalc al Corvallis. 

Professor TolOiyan has been 
a key player in many Armenian 

issues both nationally and globally, 
an~ now edits the publication 
Diaspora: A Journal of 
Transnational Studies. He also 
writes about the Diaspora in Arme­
nian for the Armenian language 
daily Haratch of Paris .. He has lec­
tured at Fresnp State. 

The following is an interview 
conducted with ProfessorTololyan 
about his ideas on Armenian issues 
as well as his interest in the 20th 
Anniversary of the Hye Sharzhoom. 
He has been reading Hye Sharzhoom 
for about 12 years and believes that 
it is "one of the thousand points of 
light: that help illuminate what is 
being thought and done, what mat­
ters or should matter." 

Why do you read Hye 
Shanhoom? 

See Hye Sharzhoom, Page 7 
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News from ASP FacUlty 
DICKRAN KOUYMJIAN 
(Berberian Professor of Armenian 
Studies) has published "Paris and 
the Arts," The Armenian Reporter 
International, January 24, 1998, 
pp. 17 & 19; "Les reliures de 
manuscrits armeniens a inscrip­
tions,'' Recherches de codicologie 
comparee. La composition du co­
dex au Moyen Age, en Orient et en 
Occiden-t, edited by Philippe 
Hoffman, Paris: Presses de I '.ecole 
normale superieure, 1998, pp. 259-
274; "Armenia in the Age of Co­
lumbus,' ' Armenian Mind,_ vol. II, 
no. 1 ( 1998), pp. 1 09-126; Reprint 
of "Armenia from the Fall of the 
Cilician Kingdom (1375) to the 
Forced Emigration under Shah 
Abbas ( 1604)" and "A Critical Bib­
liography for the History of Arme­
nia from 1375 to 1605," Fre~no: 
CSUF Armenian Studies Program, 
1998, ii, 50, 7 pages; "A Unique 
Armeno-Greek Papyrus", Etudes 
Copte~ V, edited by M . ~assar_t­

Debergh, Paris, Louvain: Editions 
Peeters, 1998, pp. 165-169; and 
"Der Kuenstler William Saroyan," 
ADK (Armenisch-Deutsche 
Korrespondenz), 4 ( 1998), pp. 32-
33. 
Conferences/lectures. 

In March Dr. Kouymjian· was 
invited to present a conference on 
the "Miniature Cycle in the 

Please visit our web site 
at http://csufre~no.edu/ 
ArmenianStudies/ 

There is information on 
the Armenian Studies 
Program and the Arme­
nian Students Organiza­
tion. 

Alexander Romance" to the Societe 
des Etudes .Armeniennes in Paris 
·and in May on the same subject to 
the seminar in Armenian Studies at 
the University of Geneva. In April 
he presented a paper entitled "Con­
fiscation of Armenian Property and 
the Destruction of Armenian His­
torical Monuments as a Manifesta­
tion of the Genocidal Process,' ' at 
the International conference 
"L' Actualite du Genocide des 
Arm6niens,'' held at the Sorbonne 
in Paris; the revised version of this 
paper was given in October to the 
International Genocide Conference 
held at C,SU S~cramento. 

In September he was one of 
three American scholars invited to 
participate in the international con­
ference, "Armenia and the Chris-

. tian Orient," sponsored by the Ar­
menian Academy of Sciences. He 
presented a paper entitled "Chris­
tian_Iconographic Motifs in the Ar­
menian Alexander Romance. " He 
also chaired the final panel and was 
interviewed by Armenian televi­
sion at the Martyrs Monument in 
Erevan. Also in October he pre­
sented a paper entitled "The De­
cline and Revival ofErzerum, 16th-
18th Centuries," at the conference 
on Erzerum held at UCLA. 
Activities/Distinctions 

Professor Kouymjian received 

Anyone who was helped by 
Diana Agabeg Apcar in 

Yokohama, Japan, or has any 
information about her, please 

contact Prof. ls3:bel r •. 

Kaprielian, at 278-6493 
I· -or c/o Armenian Studies · 

Program or the History 
Department, CSU Fresno. 

a Bertha and John Garabedian 
Charitable Foundation grar;tt for 
continued work on the Index of 
Armenian Art. He also received a 
Research Scholarship, Creative 

. Activity Award from CSU Fresno. 
In conjunction with planning ac­
tivities for the Celebration of the 
1700th anniversary of the con­
version of Armenia to Christi~n­
ity, met twice with His Holiness 
Karekin I atEtchmiadzin and once 
with His Holinesss Aram I in Los 
Angeles. Further meetings were 
held with Marielle Reber, Cura­
tor, of the Museed'artetd'histoire 
in Geneva and Guy Blazy, Direc­
tor of the Musee des Tissus in 
Lyons, in Paris. These meetings 
were to prepare major exhibits on 
Armenian Altar Curtains in Lyon 
and the Treasures of Cilicia in 
Geneva. He was invited to sperid 
a week at NIAS, National Insti­
tute of the Academy of Sciences 
of Holland, Wassenaar in Febru­
ary, for work on the Album of 
ArmenianPaleography andasec­
ond meeting in Aarhus, Denmark 
at the University of Aarhus , to 
prepare the manuscript of the Al­
bum of Armenian Paleography 
for publication. Prof. Kouymjian 
was nominated as the Fresno State 
representative for the tri-annual 
"American Scholar of the Year" 
award of Phi Kappa Phi academic 
fraternity. He was a runner-up. 

ISABEL KAPRIELIAN(Kazan 
Professor of Modern Armenian 
and Immigration History) pre­
sented "Keghi Regional Associa­
tions in America and their Impact 
on the Home Villages," Confer­
ence, ."His(orical Armenian Cit­
ies: Erzerum," UCLA, Novem­
ber, 1998; "Aftermath of Geno­
cide: Armenian Refugee Chil­
dr-en and the Orphanage Experi­
ence,"' International Conference 

She gave the keynote address in 
English "The Armenian Genocide," 
at the Annual Genocide Commemo­
ration Services in Fresno, April, 
1998; "Armenian Neighborhoods: 
Their Rise and Fall," at the National 
Association for Ethnic Studies, CSU 
Fresno,-March, 1998.; and "Arme­
nian Cupid and His Wayward Ar­
rows : Armenian Marriage Patterns 
During the 1920s," presented at St. 
Paul Armenian Church, Fresno, Feb­
ruary 1998. 

She recently published "James 
Manoukian," in The Dictionary of 
Canadian Biography. Vol. XIV, 
(1998). 

BARLOW DER 
MUGRDECHIAN was elected to 
the Board' of Directors of St. Nersess 
Armenian Seminary of New York. 
He was appointed to the editorial 
boards of Armenian Forum and the 
Armenian Series at Mazda Press. 

In June 1998 he visited Arme­
nia for four weeks as part of the · 
USDA-CSU Fresno-Armenian Ag­
ricultural Academy Marketing As­
sistance Program. He provided trans 
lation and coordination services for 
a team of four Fresno State facu_lty 
who were in Armenia. 

He attended the 32nd Annual 
Meeting of the Middle East Studies 
Association held in Chicago in No­
vember, 1998. As editoroftheNews-

-letter of the Society for Armenian 
Studies(SAS) he presented a report 
to the Executive Council on the News­
letter. 

In January 1999 he spoke as part 
of the. "Library at Lunch" series of 
the Fresno State Henry Madden Li-
brary. · 

Armenian Studies 
Annual Fund 
Donations-1998 
(Including donations made 
through February 24, 1999) 

Benefactors 
Dr. & Mrs~· .Arnold Gazarian 
Alice A. Peters 

Patrons 
Berge & Alice Bulbulian 
Ms. Jasmine Cloud 
Mrs. Isabel Lion 

Friends 
Lena & Varouj Altebarrnakian 
Norman & Rose Avedian 
Elizabeth A Hovsepian 
Oscar Kasparian 

Sponsors 
Angeles Plating Works 
Caro Danielian 
Kathleen E. Friebertshauser 
Russell Scott Hazarian 
Deneb Karentz 
Michael & Jackie Matosian 
Brian & Janalee Melikian 
National Raisin Company­
Erneit, Krikor & Ken Bedrosian 
Ara Corky Normart 
Mr.·& Mrs. John Shirin 
Edward Grace Zartarian 

Supporters 
Dr. M . Wayne Alexander 
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Alexanian 
Eleanor & Ben Amirkhanian 

Honoring Norma & Bob Der 
Mugrdechian's 50th Wedding 
Anniversary ' 
Ms. Nevart Apikian 
Lolla & Satenig Arabyan 
Alan & Debbie Atamian 

MICHAEL KREKORIAN'S re- . Ms. Ann Avakian 
cent short fiction is currently appear- Arm en C. Avakian 
ing in an on-line issue of Black Ice Arten J. Avakian 
with another piece forthcoming in Linda L. Avakian 

~-----------~~---~-----~~~ · ooG~~~~cr~~ro . ~re 
Mississippi Mud. His article titled Milton & Mary Ruth Avakian 
"William Saroyan and the Art of Albert A vedikian 

HYESHARZHOOM 
~us eur<tnlltr 

- Editor 
Shant Kataroyan 

Staff 
Arakel Arisian 

Michael Harutinian 
Chad Kirkorian 

Jennifer Keledjian 
Matthew Maroot 
Ara Mekhitarian 
Shayla Srabian 

Photo~raphers 

Barlow Der Mugrdechian 
Michael Harutinian 

Advisor 
Barlow Der Mugrdechian 

Hye Sharzhoom is a supplement of the Daily Collegian and the newspa­
per of the CSUF Armenian Studies Organization and the Armenian 
Studies Program and is funded by the Associated Students. Articles may 
be reprinted provided Hye Sharzhoomis acknowledged. Hye Sharzho9m 
welcomes prose, poetry, articles, and other material from its readers. For 
further information concerning the newspaper or Armenian ·Studies 
Program: 

c/o Armenian Studies Program 
5245 N. Backer Ave. MS/4 
Fresno, CA 937 40-8001 

(559) 278-2669 . 
http://www.csufresno.edu/ ArmenianStudles/ 

University, October, 1998; "Ar- Failure" w_ill be appearing in Arme- Ralph Babaian 
nians in the Raisin Industry: 1890- George & Marian Bagdasarian 
1990. He will present a paper at the Jerry Baker & .Family 
March 20th William Saroyan Con- Lily H. Baker 
ference titled, "American Trauma Larry Balaban 
and the Summer of the Beautiful 

meniansinCalifomja,'~ThreeRiv- . 
ers, California, Elderhostel, Sep­
tember, 1998; a:nd "Armenian 
Women and Education,'' at First 
Armenian Presbyterian Church, . 
Fidelis Society, Fresno, May, 
1998. 

White Horse." See Annual Fund, Page 6 

California State University; Fresno 
ArmenianrStudies Program 

Fall -1999 Schedule of Courses 

Course· Units Time Day Instructor 
General Education 
Division 9-0ther·Cult~res · 
• ArmS 10 -In.tro' to Arm Studies 3 0930-1045 TTh I Kaprielian 
• ArmS 10 , Intro to Arm Studies 3 1000-1050 MWF B Der Mugrdechian 
• ArmS 10 Intro to .Arm St1,.1dies 3 1230-1345 TTh D Kouymjian 
• ArmS 20 Arts of Armenia 3 1100-1215 TTh D Kouymjian 
• ArmS 45 William Saroyan 3 1700-1950 w D Kouymjian 

General Education 

Division 7- Languages 
• Arm lA Elementary Armenian 4 1100-1150 MTWF B Der Mugrdechian 
• Arm 2A Interrned . Armenian 4 0900-0950 MTWF B Der Mugrdechian 

Upper Division Courses 
• ArmS 105 Arm . Genocide 3 1230- 1345 TTh I Kaprielian 
• Arm·s 108A Arm History I 3 0930-1045 TTh D Kouymjian 
• ArmS 120T Arm in Fresno 1700-2200 Fri B Der Mugrdechian 

0900-1700 Sat 
Class meets the weekend of September 17 and 18 

. -
For m~re information call the Armenian Studies Program at 278-2669 

,or visit our offices in the Peters Business Building, Room 384. 
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ARMENIAN QUIZ 

By Michael Harutinian 
Staff Writer 

1. Which was the first Armenian Dynasty in Armenia? 
A) Bagratuni 
B) Arshakuni 
C) Artashesian 
D) Yervantuni 

2. What year did the Battle of Vartanants take place? 
A) 314 AD 
B) 451 AD 
C) 425 AD 
D) 406AD 

3. Which Nakharar family was responsible for crowning 
the King in Pre-Christian Armenia? 

A) Mamigonian 
B) Artashesian 
C) Bagratid 
D) Hovsepian 

4. What year was the Patriarchate of Constantinople 
established? 

A) 1451 
B) 1375 
C) 1461 
D) 1345 

5. Which Armenian King imprisoned Saint Gregofy the 
Illuminator in Khor Virap? 

. A) Gagik 

B) Dickran II , 
C) Drtad the Great 
D) Dick ran the Great 

, ~w"-JJ"-' . • ... . , ~ . : . S => • v => • E . q . Z P · 1 : s .ra...-.suv 

Kricorian Reflects on New Book Zabelle 
By Shayla Srabian 
Staff Writer 

The CSU Fresno Armenian 
Studies Program Spring Lecture Se­
ries featured Nancy Kricorian, au­
thor of Zabelle on March 2, 1999 at 
St. Paul Armenian Church, in 
Fresno. The talk was co-sponsored 
by the Church. 

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, 
Director of the Armenian Stud­
ies Program, introduced Nancy 
Kricorian giving a brief biogra­
phy of her accomplishments. 
She is a graduate of Dartmouth 
University with a degree (ma­
gnacum laude) in Comparative 
Literature. She then went on to 
Columbia University and 
earned a Master of Fine Arts 
degree in the writing program. 
She has taught at Columbia and 
a number of prestigious East 
Coast universities. 

Nancy Kricorian was 
raised in Watertown, 
Massachusettes and is now liv­
ing in New York City with her 
husband John Schamus and 
their two daughters. 

Nancy Kricorian is a poet as 
well as an author. She began her 
writing career by publishing poetry 
in such journals as Ararat. She is 
the recipient of a number of literary 
prizes, most recently the prestigious 
Columbia University Advisory 
Board Award. 

Dr. Kouymjian stated, "It's 
always a treat to have a poet speak, 
because poets spend their time and 
lives reflecting on our situations. 
It's usually through the words of a 
poet that we find out where we have 
been and where we are going. It is 
through the poet that Wf; und~rstand 

a little bit better what life ought to 
mean to us... In her own words 
Nancy turned to the longer form of 
fiction to express things that some­
times are hard to compress into 
poetry. She chose for her first novel, 
a story about a very strong woman­
a woman named Zabelle." 

Kricorian's inspiration for the 
novel was to simply write. to attract 
a broader audience. Missing her 

Nancy Kricorian 

grandmother after her death she 
felt compelled to write down the 
many memories she had of her. 
The two books that inspired her to 
write this novel are Sula by Toni 
Morrison, ·and My Name is Aram 
by William Saroyan.' · 

Zabelle is the fictional story of 
a woman who survived the Arme­
nian Genocide of 1915. She comes 
to America in an arranged mar­
riage to an Armenian grocer named 
Toros. The novel is based on a 
combin.ation of research and ele- . 

ments from the author' s own life 
and memories. Dr. Kouymjian de­
scribed her writing as having an 
"elegance of language." 

She began the evening by read­
ing two excerpts from the book. 
She read from the first chapter 
which described her grandmother' s 
experiences during the Armenian 
Genocide. 

The second excerpt dealt with 
Zabelle ' s son Moses 
who faced the dilemma 
of a second-generation 
Armenian growing up in 
America. The often hu­
morous anecdotes pro­
voked laughter from the 
audience. 

Kricorian c losed 
the evening by reading 
"The Angel ," a poem 
she wrote a ft e r he r 
grandmother passed 
away. It spoke about 
what her grandmother's 
heaven is like. For ex­
ample, Jesus would stop 
b_x for a cup of Arme­
nian coffee and chat with 
her grandmother. The 
poem was very touch­

ing as well as familiar to those who 
are Armenian. 

Fresno State students Heidi 
Dunbar. Andrea Antranikian and 
Tim Kuckenbaker agreed "her writ­
ing is interesting as well as infor-
mative." · 

In closing, Nancy Kricorian 
displayed her energy and enthusi­
asm which were expressed through 
her writing. She identified with the 
Armenian)'outhoftoday. Thoseof 
us who have been close with our 
grandmothers have a deep under­
standing of the novel. 

· An· Evening With Dadrian nformSAII 
By Chad Kirkorian 
Staff Writer 

On January 28, 1999, Geno­
cide and human rights scholar Dr. 
Vahakn Dadrian, was at Holy Trin­
ity Armenian Apostolic ~urch, in 
Fresn.o, to introduce his new book, 
Warrant for Genocide: Key Ele­
ments of the Turko-Armenian Con­
flict. The lecture was co-sponsored 
by the Armenian Studies Program 
at California State University, 
Fresno, and the Armenian National 
Committee of Fresno. 

Dr. Dadrian is a well known 
scholar whose field is Genocide 
studies, and specialization is the 
Armenian Genocide. He is the di­
rector of the Genocide Study Project 
sponsored by the H. F. Guggenheim 
Foundation. The project's first 
major publication was The History 
of the Armenia Genocide, which is 
widely regarded as the seminal work 
on the Genocide. 

Dr. Dadrian takes an interdis­
ciplinary approach to develop an 
analytical understanding of the un­
derlying causes fo r the Am1enian 
Genocide. Dr. Dadrian has broken 
down the Turko-Armenian conflict 
into four main parts : tlie-conceptual 
origin of conflict and Genocide, the 
heart of the Turko-Armenian con­
flict with regards to demographics 

_and power relations, the transition 
from Annenian refonn to revolu­
tion, and the key events which ac­
celerated and intensified the con­
flict. During· the course of the 
evening Dr. Dadrian was able to 
convey to the gathering all the fac-

tors and reasons for why the Geno­
cide occurred. 

According to Dr. Dadrian, 
"The Genocide was a violent reso­
lution of a protracted conflict not 
solved by peaceful accommoda 

Dr. Vahakn Dadrian 

tion." The origin of conflict and 
Genocide began under the Otto­
man social structure which placed 
a dominant group with access to 
power over a minority group. 
Within the Ottoman Empire, soci­
ety was organized by religious be­
lief (millet system), which created 
a division between superior and 
inferior groups and which invited 
abuses of power. Christians, ac­
cording to Islam, were entitled to 

protection and tolerance if they re- Genocide was Article 61 of the 
mained subservient _and paid an Treaty of Berlin 1878 which stated 
exorbitant amount of ta~es. Tax that reforms were needed in the. 
abuse occurred because the Otto- eastern provinces to protect the 
man government, in order to pay for Armenians against harassing Mus­
theircostly policy of perpetual war, lims. Sultan Abdul Hamid II knew 

demanded · that if the Armenians were reduced 
higher taxes 
from their 
non-Muslim 
citizens. 

At the 
heart of the 
Turko-Arme­
nian conflict 
was demogra­
phy and power 
relations. In 
the aftermath 
of the Crimean 
war Muslims 
migrated from 
the Caucasus 
to Anatolia. 
The Russian 
Czar pushed 
the Chechen 

to a minority then reforms would 
be unnecessary. Therefore, Abdul 
Hamid II instituted a policy of re­
distributing populations within the 
empire. The Sultan rearranged 
boundaries and created new prov­
inces . By attaching Muslim re­
gions to major Armenian popula­
tion centers he reduced the Arme­
nians to minorities in those areas. 
The Sultan knew that if reforms 
were instituted in the Ottoman· 
Empire, he would Jose the eastern 
provinces just as he lost Greece, 
Serbia, and Bulgaria. -Therefore, 
reforms were at the heart of the 
conflict because equality between 
Christians and Muslims was unac­
ceptable to the Ottoman .~overn­

ment, and Turks feared that the 
and the Armenians would take over the 
Circ ass ian 
tribes in to the 

region allowing them to play an 
important role in later massacres. 
There was also migration of Mus­
lim refugees from the Balkans into 
the provinces of Van, Bitlis, and 
Kharpert, which eventually led to 
the worst atrocities · committed 
against the Armenians. These refu­
gees were filled with rage against 
the Christians who pushed them out 
and they displaced their aggression 
against the Armenians of Anatolia. 

Another factor leading to the 

eastern provinces. 
To perpetrate the Genocide, 

the Ottoman government had to 
control the power relation by de­
priving the Armenians of resources 
and access to power structures. The 
vulnerability factor invited the op­
portunity to execute violent and 
drastic measures. The Armenian 
minority was exposed to prejudice 
and legal discrimination. Arme­
nians were denied access to signifi­
cant positions of power. Com­
merce and trade· were left as areas 
for Armenian development. This 

ascendancy to wealth by Arme­
nians in many large cities was un­
acceptable to Turks during a period 
of economic hardship for most 
Muslims. 

After the failure of the 1878 
reforms, transition from reform to 
revolution developed later for the 
Armenians in relationship to the 
other Balkan peoples. While other 
minorities were rebelling, the Ar­
menians still maintained the desire 
for Jaw and order in the provinces 
instead of autonomy. However, 
impressed by the Balkan move-

. 111~nt and in desperation and de­
spair the Armenians started their 
revolutionary movement from 
1885-1890. 

The key events which acceler­
ated and intensified the conflict 
began with the Young Turk coup in 
1913 , allowing them to gain access 
to all aspects of the Ottoman state 
institutions. Three sworn enemies 
of the Annenians took over the 
central committee: Dr. Nazim, Dr. 
Shakir, and Zia Gokalp. These 
men put forth a new pol icy of "Tur­
key for the Turks," and attempted 
to purge all alien elements of soci­
ety. 

Those in attendance during Dr. 
Dadrian ' s lecture were enlightened. 
Throughout the course of the 
evening, he provided an interesting 
lesson in Armenian history and shed 
some new light on the ArmeniaR 
Genocide. Dr. Dadrian has pro­
vided a fresh new perspective on a 
subject that has been rigorously 
researched and developed. 
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ASOCORNER 
Looking Forwar 
By Arakel Arisian 
Staff Writer 

With the dawn of a new se­
mesterArmenian students at Fresno · 
State embark on their mission to ' 
improve the Armenian Students Or­
ganization. Every semester the 
ASO triesJo grow and become more 
active, and this spring 1999 semes­
ter is no exception. Here are some 
of the activities and events of ASO. 

In late December and early 

January, Advisor Barlow Der 
Mugrdechian, Ken Melkonian and 
members of ASO moved V. araz 
Samuelian' s art estate from 
Burlingame to Fresno. Members 
involved in the move were: Chad 
Kirkoria_n, Robert Mackertichian, 
Arakel Arisian, Shant Kataroyan, 
Michael Harutinian, and Ara 
Mekhitarian. 

Another opportunity the stu­
dents had was meeting with His 
Beatitude _ Archbishop Torkom 

Manoogian, 
Armenian Pa­
triarch of 
Jerusalem. The 

.. . 
Seated L. toR. :Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Very Rev. Zumrookhdian, 
Patriarch Manoogian, Dr. Isabel Kaprielian. Prof. · Barlow Der 
Mugrdechian; Standing L. toR: Michael Harutinian, Matt Maroot, 
AshotHagopian, RitaAramian, Taleen Kojayan, Tal in Mekhitarian, 

Arakel Arisian 

The evening ended with coffee 
and some poetry reading. Stu­
dents were impressed with the wide 

range of interests and talents that 
the Patriarch has. All the students 
were extremely excited that they 
had such an opportunity. 

The spring semester started 
off strong with the first ASO me-et­

ing held on February 3rd. There 

were over 35 members in atten­
dance and all were eager to get 
things going. There was discus­
sion on a number of issues with 
pizza and refreshments served af­
terwards. One of the most impor­

tant agenda items dealt with a 

fun. Currently, there are fifteen 
ASO members participating in this 
program, which will continue for 

years to come. Other major topics 
discussed were the Armenian In­
ternati~nal Dance & Music Festi­
val, and the April 24th Armenia~ 
Genocide Commemoration activi­
ties. 

Patriarch was 

the keynote 
speaker at the 
A_r men ian 
Studies Ban­
quet (See Page 
I). Following 
the Pat6arch ' s 
press con fer­
ence the stu­
dents had a half 
an hour to dis­
cuss topics of 
interest Ques­
tions for the Pa- new community service program 
triarch ranged established between the ASO and 
from what his the Armenian Community School 

Besides these there are other 
social and educational events. The 
main social activity being planned 
is a spring break trip to Magic 
Mountain. There are also a num­
ber of guest speakers and discus­
sions scheduled for the near fu­
ture. The ASO is growing and is 
headed in the right direction· thanks 
to a group of dedicated students 
who have made the overall run­
ning of the club smooth an-d suc­

cessful. 

March 1999 

Music ·& Dance 
Festival to Share 
Armenian Culture 

The Armenian International 
Dance & Music Festival is one of 
the largest undertakings of the year 
for the ASO. The event will be held 
on March 19th, 1999 in the Satellite 
Student Union on the California 
State University, Fresno campus. 
The program will include several 
dance and music exhibitions by pro­
fessionals. The presentations will 
be followed by an opportunity to 
learn some dance steps and partici­
pate in the dancing. The Festival 
will feature musician Richard 
Hagopian, the Arax Armenian danc­
ers, the Anoush Armenian Dance 
group,and theHyeOozhD.J.s, Susie 
Saghdejian and Nishan Tanossian. 
There will be Armenian appetizers 
and refre.shments . Admission is 
free and everyone is welcome. This 
type of event is a great avenue to 
remind A~enians of their rich cul­
ture and to share it with the campus 
and community . The event was ~ 

made possible through funding by 
the University Student Union Di­
versity Awareness Program, which 
promotes the teaching o( culture 
and· encourages an awareness 9fthe 
many different cultures found on 
the CSUF campus. 

Advisor Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Ken 
Melkonian and ASO members moving the 
art of Varaz Samuelian to Fresno 

duties are ' in 
Jerusalem to 

how religion fits 
into a student's 
everyday life. 

of Fresno. The main purpose of 
this program is to ha:ve young Ar­
menian adults interacting with the 
children at the school, giving them 
an alternate way to learn and have 

Fresno Triple X -An Eighty Year Tradition 

April 24 Commemorative Activitie~ 
By Arakel Arisian 
ASO President 

There is no issue more im­
portant to the ASO than the 
April241

h Armenian Genocide 
Commemoration. It is the most 
encompassing and emotionally 
involved issue facing Arme­
nians today. It always stimu­
lates the student's emotions and 
it draws them together with a 
sense of purpose. It becomes 
especially important with the 
approaching new millennium; 

APRIL 

The ASO feels that it is para­
mount to remind our ger:_Iera­
tion of the Armenian Question 
so that it is carried on with even 

· more strength in the 21 51 cen­
tury . This year the goal is to 
focus on informing those per­
sons who know li-ttle or nothing 
about the Genocide, especiallY. 
non-Armenians. The theme 
"The Truth Must Be Known" 
will be used to make ·an impact 
on the Fresno State campus and 
the community as well. The 
following activities will help in 
achieving the results desired. 

March 19th- Armenian Genocide Display in Henry Madden Library 

April 8th- Dr. Richard Hovannisian Lecture, Remembrance & Dental: 
The Case of the Armenian Genocide 
Alice Peters Auditorium, University Business Center- 7pm 

April 23rd ~ Genocide Rally & Public Commemoration, Free Speech Area, 
CSU, Fresno- 12:00 noon 

April 24th - Religious. Services, First Armenian Presbyterian Church 
6:30pm 

Candlelight Vigil and Genocide Documentary - TBA 
. Panel Discussion on Human Rights & Genocide - TBA 

The Armenian Genocide Information Day - TBA 

/ 

By Matthew Maroot 
Staff Writer 

For over 80 years, the Fresno 
Triple X Fraternity has continu­
ally sought to promote charity, be­
nevolence and brotherhood-values 
that are not common in many orga­
nizations today. 

As a fraternity the Triple X is 
asocial organization. It holds board 
meetings and general meetings, 
dinners, fund-raisers and other so­
cial events. One such event took 
place on Thursday, January 21, 
1999 when the Triple X invited 
members of the California State 
University, Fresno Armenian Stu­
dents Organization to their club­
house for dinner and an opportu­
·nity to meet the members. "The 
Triple X is an important part of the 
Armenian-American comm.unity 
and I'm grateful that they invited 
us to come out and enjoy their,· 
fellowship," said Armenian Stu­
dents Organization Historian, 
Michael H. Harutinian. 

Founded in 1919, the Fresno 
Triple X has come a long way from 
its humble beginnings at Fresno 
High School. The eight Founding 
Fathers, forbidqen from joining 
other clubs because they were Ar­
menian, had the foresight to estab­
lish a club of their own, one in 
which their culture and heritage 
would be celebrated, not prohib­
ited. 

. Thanks to the vision of those 
dauntless young men, as well as 
the perseverance of many men af-

ter them, the Triple X has grown 
into an organization of 13 chapters 
throughout California including one 
in Las Vegas, Nevada. Currently, 
the Fresno Chapter, also the 
fraternity's Mot_her Chapter, con­
sists of 14 7 members, a far cry from 
the original 30 members sought by 

· the Founding Fathers, hence the 
name Triple X. 

Under their current Master, 
Robert D. Markus, the Triple X is 
involved in numerous charitable ac­
tivities throughout the community. 
Many organizations have benefited 
from Triple X fund-raisers through­
out the year. Among them are ~he 
California Armenian Home, the 
Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, the 
Armenian Community School of 
Fresno, the American Red Cross, 
the Armenian Technology -Group, 
Inc., and the Ara Parseghian Medi­
cal Research Foundation which is 
working toward a cure for Niemann­
Pick Type C, a neuro-degenerative 
disease. In addition to · these and 
manyother charitablecontributions, 
the Triple X also offers several $500 
scholarships each year to graduat­
ing high school seniors. 

These generous acts of charity 
and benevolence are not so surpris­
ing when one considers the founda­
tion in which they are based. "It' s a 
real brotherhood and we have a lot 
of camaraderie because we're · all 
Armenians ," Markus said. Fortu­
nately for the community, the kind­
ness created by that sense of broth­
erhqod has b~nefited Armenians and 
non-Armenians alike. 

.. 
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$15,000 in Armenian Scholarship.s Awarded at Fresno State e Armenians and the Internet e 

.. , 

More than$15,000 in schol­
arships has been awarded through 
California State University, Fresno 
and its Armenian Studies Program. 

Thirty-four students were 
awarded Armenian. Studies schol­
arships and grants for the 1998-
1999 academic year. The recipi­
ents are all students at Fresno State 
and are required to enroll in Arme­
nian Studies courses as part of their 
awards. The Armenian Studies Pro­
gram Scholarship Committee, 
headed by Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, 
Haig and Isabel Berberian Profes­
sor of Armenian Studies, an­
nounced the awards. Scholarship 
and grant recipients were intro­
duced by Barlow Der Mugrdechian 
of the Armenian Studies Program 
at the 13th Annual Dinner of the 
Armenian Studies Program held on 
December 10, 1998. 
Fund Source: The Harry and 
Mary Topoozian Armenian Stud­
ies Merit Scholarship Fund 
Arakel Arisian, Junior, Business/ 
Philosophy. 
Fund Source: Y ervant, Rose, and 
Hovannes Levonian Educational 
Grant 
Rita Aramian, Sophomore, Phi­
losophy; Jennifer Keledjian , 

Banquet, Cont. from Page 1 

nights in the history of our univer-
sity. Your presence here at the 
Thirteenth Annual Banquet signi­
fies not only to this Program, but to 
the universi ty, the importance of 
the work we do here." 

Sophomore, Undeclared; Sharon 
Bogosian, Junior, Mass Commu­
nications; Ara Ghanbarian, Se­
nior, Business Administration; 
Michael Harutinian, Sophomore, 
Agriculture; Robert Sahatjian, 
Freshman, Agri-Business; Michele 
Maroot, Graduate, English; Ara 
Mekhitarian, Freshman, In forma-

. tion Systems 
Fund Source: Charles K. 
Pategian and Pansy Pategian 
Zlokovich Scholarships 
Jack Arikian, Sophomore, Busi­
ness; Jacqueline Arikian, Senior, 
Psychology; Nazik Arisian, Jun­
ior, Business; Armen 
Ghanbarian, Sophomore, Unde­
clared; Clayton Ipsen, Sopho­
more, Biology; John J. 
Jabagchourian, Sophomore, Psy­
chology; Shant Kataroyan, Se-
nior, Biology; Robert . 
Mackertichian, Junior, Computer 
Science; Talin Mekhitarian, Jun~ 
ior, Business; Maf\UCI Momjian, 
Senior, Bio-Chemistry; Robin 
Peters, Junior, Pre-Psychology; 
Shant Postoyan, Freshman, Pre­
Dentistry; Ar.thur Stepanian, 
Freshman, Computer Science; 
Anna Yergat, Senior, Business 
Fund Source: Nerces and Ruth 

Manoogian's responsibilities as Pa­
triarch, Dr. Kouymjian described 
him as a church "CEO," being re­
sponsible for finances, buildings, 
mortgages, lands, responsible for a 
seminary, getting students in the 
seminary proper training. "Inaddi-

. tion to all 
-:-;:-:-::-:-;~;:-:::::::;~~~~:-;::;;::;:;;:;;;:~----, of that, he 

Dr. John Welty, with 
Patriarch Manoogian 

Archbishop Torkom 
Manoogian, born in Iraq, went to · 
Jerusalem as a young man where 
he received his education at the 
Patriarchate of St. James, the very 
monastery of which he is now the 
head. He then was sent to the 

has a re­
sponsibil­
ity that no 
CEO has, 

1 hemustbe 
the spiri­
tualleader 
of his 
people." 
D r 
Kouymjian 
went on to 
add: "He 
must not 
only set a 
high spiri­

tual example himself, but he must 
ensure that there is a continuity in 
t~e spiritual life of a nation that 
goes back pretty far," Dr. 
Kouymjian said. 

In his address, Archbishop 
Manoogian said, "It is difficult to 
talk about Armenians in Jerusalem 
in a brief time. However, 1• will 

limit myself by 
saying that the 
education, the 
cultural work that 
is being done in 
this college, in 
Fresno, is an ex­
pression of the 
spirit that we call 
the Armenian 
spirit." His Be­
atitude spoke of 
the history of the 
Armenian 
Church, and its 
place in the his­

Armenian Community School Choir tory of Christian­
United States where he served in ity. He also underlined the ability 
various locations as a parish priest. of the Armenian people to uphold 
In describing Archbishop their religion in the face of adver-

Azadian Memorial Scholarship 
Matthew Maroot, Mass Commu­
nication. & Journalism , Junior. 
Fund Source: Pete P. Peters Fund 
Endowment Fund for Armenian 
Studies 
Christopher Tozlian, Freshman, 
Political Science/Business 
Susanna Zadourian, Freshman, 
Undeclared 
Fund Source: HenryS. K. Kazan 
Scholarship Fund 
(For Students taking the Armenian 
Genocide in Comparative Context 
course.) 
Moses Anderson, Senior, History; 
David Bakholdin, Senior, History; 
Frances Bellefeuille, Junior, His­
tory; Aimee Cheeseman, Junior, 
English; Windly Jobe, Junior, His­
tory; Chad Kirkorian, Junior, His­
tory; Chad McPherson, Senior, 
History; Sosi Thomassian, Sopho­
more, Undeclared 
New and continuing students at 
Fresno ·state are eligible for the 
awards. For further information or 
applications contact: Scholarship 
Office, CSU, Fresno, Joyal Ad­
ministration Building, Room 219, 
Fresno, CA 93740-0064 Phone: 
(559) 278-6572 or the Armenian 
Studies. Program at 278-2669. 

sity. "The test of the faith of the 
Armenian people, the devotion to 
the spirit of God-given talents in all 
arts came in 451 when the Persians, 
who had occupied one-half of Ar­
menia, tried to force the Armenians 
to forget, to deny Christ, and come 
back to fire worship, to Zoroastri­
anism. And the Armenian answer 
was ready, very simple. No," said 
Archbishop Manoogian. 

Fresno Mayor Jim Patterson 
expressed his appreciation to Arch­
bishop Manoogian for his visit and 
presented him with an official "Key 
to the City." Later, Professor 
Barlow Der Mugrdechian recog­
nized the 1998-1999 Artnenian 
Studies Program Scholarship Re­
cipients and the evening concluded 
with a final Be.nediction from Arch­
bishop Manoogian. The evening 
was filled with pride and apprecia­
tion not only for tne Archbishop, 
but for the success of the Armenian 
Studies Program as well. 

For those Armenians who are new to the Internet, here are some 
excellent Armenian web sites that offer a lot of information. Whether you 
are looking for Armenian news, pictures, jokes, books, businesses, or just 
want to chat and meet new Armenians, these web sites are the places to 
be. Also there is now a new Armenian email service. You can get your 
free Armenian email account~ http://www.hyemail.com/. 

Armenian Sites on the Internet 
Hye Biz 
Address: http://www.hyebiz.com/ 
Maintained by: HyeBiz.com 
Supported by: HyeBiz Network 
Categories: Hot this week, HyeBiz Focus, Ask ·The Expert, HyeBiz 
Market, Corporate Watch, History, ListServ, Members,Newstlash,Jokes, 
Links. 
How to use: . On the right hand side there are a list of all the categories, 
simply choose on the one desired and click on the "Go" button. 
Comments: HyeBiz is a Armenian web site that is updated daily . Each 
week it posts up the hottest Armenian web sites for that week. It also has 
a huge section on Armenia's Geography, Culture, and Religion. Plus it 
has a "Ask the Expert" section, where you can ask qu~sti~ns related to 
health, cars, and finances to professional Armenians. Overall it is a well 
designed sitet with neat graphics and interesting information. 
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· Armenia.com 

"Cormecting Armenians To One Another All Over 1be Worldn<" 

The HyeBiz Network is proud to launch 'HyeTopia', --------1 
the Net's premiere Armenian Top I 00 list! How does 
it work? Simply click~ to receive an account, 
and get your site listed on RyeBiz.~m for FREE! 

Address: http://www.Armenia.com/ 
Maintained by: Computer SuperHighway. 
Supported by: Armenian.com 
Categories: Virtual Armenia, Hye Discussion, Hye Chat, Armenian 
Links, Search on the Internet, Armenian Fonts, Art Gallery, Genocide 
April 24, 1915, Book Store, Guestbook, Reference, Maps, News. 
How to use: All of the main links are posted on the left hand side of the 

-main page. Simply click on the section you want more information on. 
Comments: A neat thing about Armenia.com is its "Virtual Armenia" 
section. It gives you a tour of several different sites all around Armenia. 
It also has a large section on the Armenian Genocide, as well as Armenian 
Chat, News from Armenia, and many Armenian books ready to be 
purchased on-line. If you are Armenian, or just want to be more 
connected with Armenia, this site is a must-see. 

The Armenian Studies Program ' 

and the Armenian Students Organization 
cordially invite you to a presentation 

Remembrance and Denial: 
The Case of the Armenian Genocide 

by Richard G. Hovannis~an (editor) 
Professor of Near Eastern History at UCLA 

Thursday, April 8, 1999 
7:30PM 

Alice Peters· Auditorium 
University Business Center 

, Professor Hovannisian 'is the author of Armenia on the Road to Independence and.the 
four volume The Republic of Armenia and has edited The Armenian Image in History 
and Literature, The Armenian Genocide in Perspective, and The Armenian Genocide: 

History, Politics, and Ethics. 

Free admission-Refreshments will be served 
C~pies of the book will be available for purchase 

l 
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The Peloians and Fresno ily . As for holidays Christmas and 
Easter were big events. Holidays 
were reserved to be with the family 
with plenty of food to eat. This has 
been carried down to our family 
gatherings. There is always enough 
food to feed another family as well. 
Holidays are always a--big produc­
tion with everybody providing a 
helping hand. 

nians was very intense, some Ar­
menians decided to establish the 
Triple X Fraternity, which is stjll 
active today in the Armenian Com­
munity. 

The following is one in a series 
of student essays published by Hye 
Sharzhoom. If you have an essay 
about any aspect of Armenian life 
or culture that you would like to 
publish in Hye Sharzhoom, please 
contact Dr. Kaprielian in Social 
Science Room 216 or~call her at 
278-6493 or the Armenian Studies 
Program office at 278-2669. 

By Aaron Carlson 

John Peloian was born in the 
mountainous village ofMoosh and 
came to America in 1912. His first 
destination in the United States was 
Ellis Island. 

"Most of the Armenian 
farmers in the United States, settled 
in Fresno County, for it was the 
opp-ortunity in agriculture that 
brought them here." (I) Arme­
nians had much to do ·with the de­
velopment ofFresno's agriculture. 
They introduced several crops into 
the area: the Persian melon, Kassaba 
melon, Diarbekir melon, the Turk­
ish melon, and Armenian cucum­
ber. They also accounted for a large 
portion of the melon market in Cali-
fornia. -

After the Peloians settled in 
Fresno, John wan ted to marry some­
body from the old country, so he 

Annual Fund, Cont. from Page 2 

Harry Balukjian 
Alice Knar Barter 
Charles Bedoian 

. Elizabeth Bedrosian 
Alice Haigazian Berman 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Bohigian 
Mark Bohigian 
Martin & Barb'ara Bohigian 
Harry B. Buyulian 
James Calusdian 
Eunice Chamichian 
Ellen Sarkisian Chesnut 
Sara Chitjian 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Chooljian 
Kay & Rosemary Cloud 
Helen Parnagian-Corrigan 
Aram & June Darmanian 
Gina Moordigian D~an 
Ted & Arpie Dick 
Dr. Vartan Djabrayan 
Stephen Dulgarian 
Jake Eknoian 
Richard & Anne E. Elbrecht 
Ms. Anahid Eleazarian 
John Esperian 
Mrs. Harper B. Gabrielson 
Ronald Gajarian 
Aram & Barbara Garabedian 
John Garabedian 
Raymond & Gail Garabedian 
Rutherford B. Gaston 
Mr. & Mrs. Leon George 
Dr. Douglas ·A. Gilio 
Peter A. Giragosian 
Edward Godoshian 
Alex J. Goorabian 
Simon Guevrekian 
Harold Hagopian 
Dr. Ara & Louise Hairabedian 
Carol A. Harootian 
Mrs. Florence Jamgochian 
Martha Jamushian 
AI & Isabelle Kabrielian 
Hilmar Kaiser 
John & Ann Kalashian 
John & Ruth Kallenberg 
Dr. Anahid Kassabian 
George & Valentin Kapanagian 
Dr. Sarkis Karayan 
Aleek, Tamar & Patil Karkazian 
Zephur & John Karkazian 
Lucy S. K~sparian 
Herant Katchadourian 
Marlys & Leo Keoshian 
Vahram Keosian 
Sonia Keshishian 

wrote a letter to Adabazar request- tution. In most families the male 
ing a bride. He received a letter . was the dominant force. In the 
from a young lady (my future great- Peloian marriage it was his mother, 

grandmother) by the name of Stet Ia 
Yeramian. In October I 920, 
Yeramian came through Ellis Is­
land to her final destination in 
Fresno. In a month Stella and John 
were married. 

Their first residence in 
Fresno was 431 Van Ness A venue 
just south of Ventura ·street. They 
owned their own home along with 
the house in the back which· they 
rented out to family and friends . 
Many of their neigh,bors also rented 
their homes. 

They had a long and loving 
marriage. The Armenian family was 
and is still today an important insti-

Jacob & Virginia Kizirian 
Deran Koligian 
Elizabeth Koojoolian 
Ben & Clarice Krikorian 
Harold & Elizabeth Manselian 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Manselian 
Martin Marootian 
Mary Ann Mazman,-Sharp 
Gina Mechigian · . 
Dr. & Mrs. Vahe Meghrouni 
Clifford Melikian 
Sylvia & Steve Melikian 
Charles & :l:abelle Melkonian 
Charles & Mary Merzian 
Mark Merzoian 
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Mesrobian 
Judy Michalowski 
Sam & Dora Muradian 
Ms Armenie Najarian 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Nikssarian 
Ellen M. Ohan 
Margaret S. Ohanesian 

Sophia Peloian 
who was the head 
of the family. She 
made the final de­
cisions and every­
body obeyed her 
including Stella 
Peloian. The 
whole family re­
spect_ed her au­
thority. 

T h e 
Peloian marriage 
produced five 

children, all girls (Roxie, Jessie, 
Freda, Louise, and Rebecca) .They 
alllivedin a I ,400squarefoothouse. 
Eight persons lived in the house 
con.sisting of two bedrooms , a 
kitchen, a living room and one bath­
room. Two girls had to sleep on the 
sofa bed. Growing up, the children 
were taught to be good and to re­
specttheirelders. Their values have 
been passed down. to their families. 

John Peloian was a big man­
he stood six feet three inches tall. 
He was a well-known member of 

' the Armenian Community in 
Fresno. He owned two grocery 
stores in the downtown area, one on 
Van Ness A venue across from the 
Courthouse Park and the other at 
the corner of Van Ness and Fresno 
Street. They were known as 
Parkwood Fruit Store and Com­
pany. William Saroyan mentions 
going to Big John's grocery store in 
The Time of Our Life. , 

John also sold fruit at the 
Free Market on Fresno St. Each of 
the _girls would help set up for the 
fr,:eemarket before school and help 
-pick up after school. Since he had 
no boys, he made a big deal about 
his girls working like boys. He was 
proud of his girls. During the Great 
Depression he lost his stores, but 
continued selling fruit at the Free 
Market. Times were tough for the 
Peloian family and the rest of the 
country, but John Peloian always 
brought food home to feed his fam-

In_ 1964 the neighborhood 
changed drastically . The Peloian 
family was the last to move from 
the neighborhood for the building 
of Freeway 41. About the same 
time John Peloian passed away and 
the girls went off in their own di­
rection never staying too far from 
each other. Roxie, the oldest mar­
ried and stayed in the Fresno area. 
Next"was Jessie who married and 
moved to Visalia. The third daugh­
ter Freda'(one of my interviewees) 

.chose not to marry and to live in 
Fresno. Next was Louise (my other 
interviewee) my grandmother, who 
married and moved to the Cutler­
yettem area. Rebecca also married 
and ended up living in Fowler. Jo 
this day they are very close. 

Louise Peloian married 
Harry Majarian from Goshen, Cali­
fornia, my grandfather. She mar­
ried at the young age of eighteen. 
They moved to the close-knit Ar­
menian community in Yettem. 
When a marriage is going to occur, 
the whole community is invited. 
The same applies to graduations, 
birthdays, and deaths. The com­
munity comes together to celebrate 
and to mourn. There is a sense of 
family in the Armenian Commu­
nity in Yettem. 

There has been . .a long his­
tory of prejudice against Arme­
nians in Fresno. Many Fresnans 
felt Armenians were for the most 
part to be avoided and refused as 
prospective neighbors. Armenians 
were excluded from many social 
events. "Since Armenians were the 
most numerical of foreign_-born 
peoples and were concentrated in 
such large numbers relative to the 
total population in Fresno, this high 
degree of prejudice against the Ar­
menian groups developed." (2) 

. When prejudice against the Arme-

The Armenian church was a 
dominant force in the establish­
ment of -the Armenian community 
in Fresno. It was important partic~;~­
larly to the first generation. The 
second and third generations de­
cided not to be involved in the 
church as much as their parents. 

The Armenian Settlement in 
Fresno is related to the settlement 
of other ethnic groups in other cit­
ies. The Armenians generally would 

settle in a community where other . 
Armenians were already living. 
Usually in the less desirable areas 

-near the downtown section of town. 
·In Fresno they. entered into the west 

. side of Fresno in the older neigh­
borhoods,-on the southern edge of 
the city's central business district. · 
For other ethnic groups as well as 

Armenians ~oming ~o -~ ne~ C9U.~.­
try, it would be difficult. For the 
Peloian Family there would be_ good 
times and bad times ... The good 
times greatly outweighed the bad 
times . 

(I) Minasian, Armen Don. 
"Sett-lement Geography of Arme­
nians in Fresno," The Armenian · · · 
Review. Vol. XXV, No. 3-99 
(2) Ibid. 

Oral.interviews with Freda 
Peloian, Fresno, Aprill 0, 1998 and 
Louise Majarian, interviewed by 
Aaron Carlson . 
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Armenia's GDP Rose 
7.2 Percent ·in 1998--, 
Source: I,nterfax,' Moscow, 

1 
· 

24 February 1999 · · 

Yerevan: Armenia's GDP1 in 
1998 increased by 7 .i per~~~t ·in 
real terms as coinpared with 1997, 
although ind\}strial decline stdod at 
2.5 percent, the Armenian ·statis­
tics Ministry told Interfax.- In cur­
rent prices , the GDP amounted· to 
951.9b.n drams (or 1.885bn dollars 
in accordance with the average an­
nual exchange rate of 1 dollar to 
505 drams), and the volume of in­
dustrial output 260.14bn drams (515 
.I m dollars). The GDP's deflator 
index increased by I I .2 percent 
compared with 1997. 

Agricultural production grew 
by 13.1 percent last year and was 
worth 402.12bn drams (796.3m 
dollars). Armenia's foreign trade 
turnover amounted to 1.12bn dol­
lars, which was 0.5 percent down 
from the 1997 figure. Exports de­
creased by 3.9 perc·ent to 223.4m 
dollars and imports grew by 0.4 per 

cent to 89S.f~~ dollars. 

La.st year's average monthly 
. wage amounted to 17,170 drams 

(34 dollars), 31.8 percent greater 
than in 1997. The population's 

· nominal incomes amounted to 
581.25bn drams (1.1-5bn dollars), 
17.3 percent up on the 1997 level. 
Real incomes went up by 7.9 per 
cent. The population's spending in 
1998 amounted to 578.88bn drams 
( 1.15bn dollars) whjch was 15.6 
percent more than in 1997. Con­
sumer prices dropped by 1.3 per 
cent from 1st January to 31st De- , 
cember 1998. The average annual 
level of consumer prices in 1998 
was 8.7 percent greater than in 1997 _ 
and the level of prices on industrial 
goods 13.4 percent higher. 

Karabakh President 
Leaves for US Visit 

YEREVAN (RFEIRL)Arkady 
Ghoukassian, the president of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic, flew 
on Thursday to the United States 
on an unofficial visit aimed at pre-

senting Stepanakert's position on 
how to end the long conflict with 
Azerbaijan, officials said. 
Ghoukassian is due to !lleet with 
officials in the US State Depart­
ment liS well as congressmen and 
senators, according to his press ser­
vice. 

"The Karabakh president be­
lieves that the visit is first of all an 
opportunity to once again present 
Karabakh's position on the 
conflict's resolution ," an official 
press release said. Meetings are 
also scheduled with representatives 
of the large Armenian-American 
community, the main organizer of 
the trip. 

General Motors Said To 
Manufacture Cars 
In Armenia 

General Motors, the world 's 
leading car manufacturer, has de­
cided to launch production opera- · 
tions in Armenia after long feasi­
bility studies, the government an­
nounced on Thursday. 
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A Worthwhile Weekend ~pent oit 
Studying the Armenian Church 

By Chad Kirkorian 
and Michael Harutinian 
Staff Writers 

Armenian Studies 120T -The· 
Armenian Church was taught by 
Professor Barlow Der Mugrdecian 
on the weekend of February 19 and 
~0. He spoke about: the evangeli­
zation of Armenia by Sts. Thaddeus 
and Bartholomew, and later by St. 
9regory the 111uininator in 301 
A.D.; the significance ofthe major 
feast days in the Armenian Church; 

fects of the Genocide on the Church; were not only deprived of religious 
and administration of the Church, education and from attending 
the U.S. as a case example. All church, but were also discouraged 
topics were interesting and led to from having their children baptized. 
full parti~ipation among all stu- . Therefore Armenians were 'never 
dents. formally educated in the Armenian 

The most interestin~ point 
raised was the problem facing the 
Apostolic Church due to the lack of 
clergy. This dates back to the 1915 
Armenian Genocide, during which, 
according to Window (Armenian 
Church Research and Analysis 
Group, Sept. 1990), I ,054 

Armenian Church class participants at St. Paul Armenian . 
.. • Church. L. toR.: Shant .Postoyan, Heidi Dunbar, Shushan 
~ Khalachyan, Hasmik Khalachyan, Debbie Colagiovanni, 

Jeffrey Hunt, Mrs. Riley,Tim Kuckenbaker, Chad Kirkorian, 
Eric Mouradian, Sylvia Sarafian, and Daniel Rivera. Kneel­
ing: Michaei-Harutinian and Francine Bellefeuille. 

the role of the Armenian Church in Apostolic clergymen were victim­
the past and present of the Anne- 'ized. Of those 1,054 clergymen, 
nian people; and the current situa- 84.2 P'o. were massacred, leaving 
tion of the Armenian Church in the only 47 priests available to lead 
Republic of Armenia and the Armenians in spiritual guidance. 
Diaspora. On Saturday morning Another major reason for the 
the class visited St. Paul Armenian scarcity of Armenian clergy is the 
Apostolic Church to study its con- _ fact that following the Genocide, 
struction and examine the archi- _ Armenia was absorbed by the So­
tectural style of a traditional Ar- viet Union, which_only allowed re~ 
men ian Church. The class also - ligion to exist at an extremely mini-
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Window, 1990 -

learned about · the Lenten period 
and about the -services of the Ar­
menian Church. 

On the last day of the course 
there was an open forum which 
dealt with current issues in the 
Armenian Church. Topics brought 
up by students were: the Church 
mission, national vs. religious mis­
sion of the Church; celibacy ; short­
age of clergy; language of the 
Church, (classical vs. modern); ef-

Arige)es 
1990 

Armenia 
1990 

mal level of activity. As a Soviet 
Republic, Armenia was unable to 
produce a substantial amount of 
clergy at Etchmiadzin for 70 years 
because religion was contrary to 
the communist philosoRhy. 

During the Soviet era belief in 
any religion was discouraged , 
churches were closed, and the Ap­
ostolic faith was basically main­
tained within the family. Arme­
nians living in the Soviet. Union 

Apostolic faith, and were ignorant 
about · Christianity. The result of 
communism's persecution of reli­
gion has been the weakening of the 
Church, which has led to the present 
invasion of Armenia by religious 
sects and cults. 

These religious groups, which 
, have no reason for being in 

Armenia, have moved in 
and established an evange­
lizing foothold among the 
population. Another rea­
son for the establishment 
of different religious sects 
and cults in Armenia is a 
result of the poor economic 
conditions which plague 
the country. These sects 
offer security, money, and 
hope during a time filled 
with hardship and struggle. 

The Apostolic Church 
within the Armenian Re-

. public and the Diaspora 
have suffered considerably because · 
ofthis situation. A good example 
of the-problem that is faced today 
by the Church is evident by the ratio 
of clergy to parishioners in the 
Diaspora. According to Window, 
the 1990 ratio in Los Angeles is 1 
clergyman to every I 0,000 faithful. 
Another example is that in the San 
Joaquin Valley there are only .four 
full-time clergymen attempting to 
satisfy the religious needs of an 
Armenian community of 40,000. 

Therefore, many Armefiian 
Americans are living without ad­
equate spiritual guidance from the 
Apostolic Church, and are search­
ing for inspiration from other Prot­
estant denominations and religious 
sects. -

Because of the genocide's di­
sastrous ramifications and the fall 
of the first Armenian Republic to 
communism, Armenians through­
out the world lost a pivotal corner­
stone in the· traditional Armenian 
way of life that served as the unify­
ing factor for Armenians. The lack 
of clerical manpower to provide for 
the religiou.s needs of all Armenian 
communities worldwide has pushed 
Armel)ians in search of spiritual 
fulfillment to look elsewhere in the 
hop~ · to find security in an other­
wis,y, ins~cure w.orld. 

Armenian Studies 120T-The 
Armenian Church provided an over­
all history of the Armenian Apos­
toljc Church from its inception in 
301 A.D. to its plans to celebrate 
1700 years of Christianity in Arme­
nia in 2001 A.D. The class allowed 
the Armenians and non-Armenians 
in attendance to understand the sa­
cred traditions and ri'tuals of the 
Armenian Church. It also provided 
a deeper insight into the problems 
of th~ Church _and sparked ideas for 
yia~le s~lutions. For both of us, it 
was a worthwhile w~ekend spent 
studying the Armen.ian Apostolic 
Church. 

., 

' . 
... ·.' 

HYE SHARZHOOM, Cont. from Page 1 
I write about the Armenian Diaspora in Armenian for a newspaper 

that is published in France, called Haratch. I like to kn_ow what sorts 'of 
publications are being issued by Armenian groups so I sample a dozen of 
them. 

How· does Hye Sharzhoom fit into the concept of the Armenian 
Diaspora? 

The Diaspora, like "The People" or "The Nation," -is the abstract 
concept that we use to speak about what is always a social formation with 
concrete, scattered units. Thus, Armenians or the Armenian people really 
exist and function in small, real units in Karabagh and Yerevan, Moscow 
or Beirut, Buenos Aires or Fresno. Each of those units must have a site­
in which it can express its own local issues and concerns, not just to inform 
each other about those concerns but also to debate them. Hye Sharzhoom 
does that for Fresno Armenians, or at least for the mosr7 articulate and 
involved portion of them. This is very important. To see why, look at an 
analogy. We know psychologically that to have emotions but never to 
express themwith others is not good for the emotions or for relationships. 
Thus, even in a clos'e relationship, a love that is never expressed, an anger 
or disagreement that is never communicated, becomes a problem. If a 
diaspora community is to exist properly, it must express to itsel'f how it 
feels about both local and diasporic or global Armenian issues, and it must 
discuss and debate. Hye Sharzhoom enables that to happen. In any one 
issue you may be praising a group of local people who are acting in 
support of the Armenian chair (thus expressing the community's appre­
ciation) and then in another column you may also be debating what is the 
best way to help a university in Yerevan. This is healthy and necessary. 
Local concerns and global , which is to say diasporic issues, must both be 
expressed and debated. 

What are your comments/thoughts on Hye Sharzhoom and its 
20th anniversary? 

It is impressive that faculty and students together have consistently 
managed to be interested and. committed. This testifies to the existence 
of a self-renewing group of people in the area . 

What is the most interesting part of Hye Sharzhoom? 
r' am interested in seeing how topics of general interest to the 

Armenian nation get picked up, or fail to interest, specific local commu­
nities. Whenever I am reading · a publication, I am asking myself: In 
addition to local topics and functions, are they interested in the genocide, 
in the Diaspora, in homeland politics, in Armenian ecclesiastical issues, 
political issues, etc.? If they are interested in, say, Armenia, do they 

' actually deal with the politics, the philanthropy, travel? 

How important is it that Armenian youth be actively involved in 
their own community and heritage? 

w_ ell, it is import~nt that the.y be involved, of c9urse, and i! is just as 
important that they be involved in something which ini~ially they can 
enjoy and whose importance they eventually ~nderstand and can explain. 
Ideally, people can get interested for one reason- For example, ones sister 
or ones best friend is involved in a dance group- and through that became 
interested in other things that might never have originally attracted their 
involvement. At some point, the dance teacher may explain something 
about Armenian music or folk culture, and as a result of that the young 
person may become interested in Armenian folk culture, or in an organi­
zation that sends people to Armenia to study music and dance, etc. Of 
course I believe that "get involved" is an important message, but really it 
is never enough. You need to be able to say: Get involved because you 
will enjoy being with others your own age, dancing or looking at paintings 
or serving food to the old folks at the old age home, you will get a sense 
of doing something worthwhile wjth people you care about. Then you try 
to create an atmosphere in which. one interest leads to another, larger, 
more rewarding, more encompassing, more compelling of lifelong in-· 
volvement and commitment. 

Hye Sharzhoom thanks Professor Tololyan for taking tim~ to respond 
to these questions and wish him the best of luck on future endeavors. 
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Friday, March 19, 1_999 at 7 PM 
atell1te ·Student Union, Fresno State 
ree Adinissio.n 

The Armenian Students 
Organization invites you to 
experience an evening of 
cultural diversity at the 
Armenian International 
Dance and Music Festival. 
After enjoying an exhibition 
of traditional Armenian 
dance and music, audie~ce 
members will have an 
opportunity to learn about 
imd participate in the 
dances as well. 

The event will conclude with dancing to contemporary 
popular music. Everyone is welcome to attend, and 
admission to the festival is free. This program is sup­
ported in part with funds from the University Student 

Unzon Diversity Awareness Program. · 

Featured artists: 
Richard Hagopian • Arax Armenian Dancers 
Anoush Armenian Dancers • Hye Oozh D.J.S 

/ 

. g 
Graduating seniors who have been active in the Armenian Students Organization 
wil be featured in the May i 999 issue of Hye Sharzhoom. If you are graduating in 
:M;ay 1999, please call the Armenian Studies Program office at 278-2669 to set up 

. an appointment for a photo and to complete information about yourself. 

Armenian Studies Program Enrollment Spring 1999 

160 students spread over ten courses and taught by four faculty: 
Dickran Kouymjian, Isabel Kaprielian, 

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Michael Krekorian 

· The Armenian Studies Program would like to thank volunteers Ben Amirkhanian, Bob 
Der Mugrdechian, and George Ollikkala, who assisted in preparing the mailing for the 
William Saroyan Conference. 

~HYE- SHARZHOOM 
NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 

'liye Sharzhoom is sent without charge to thousands of people throughout the 
world. A1though there is no subscription fee we urge readers to support our efforts 
with donations of any amount. This request has assumed a special importance 
because of increased mailing costs. 

-
Yes, I would like to support the Hye Sharzhoom mailing expenses with a 
donation of: 

$ __ _ 
Name: 
Address: _ _______ City: __ State: __ Zip: __ _ 

Please make checks payable to Armenian Studies Program and send to: 
Armenian Studies Program 
California State University, Fresno 
5245 N Backer Ave MIS PB 4· 
Fresno; CA 93740-8001 

Seated, left to right: Dr. Ken Farrell (UC Davis), Dr. Arshalouys 
Tarverdian (President, Armenian Agricultural Academy), Dr. 
Harold Haak (President Emeritus, CSUFresno). Standing, left to 
rig~t: Dr. Bert Mason (California Agricultural Technolgy Insti­
tute), Dr. Bill Rice (Dept. of Marketing), Gayane Mkrtchian 
(USDA, Armenia), Vardan Haykazian (Vice-President of Exten­
sion at AAA), Armen Vanyan (World Bank), Dr. Dennis Nef 
(Associate Dean, School of Agriculture), Ebony Bostic (USDA), 
Dr. John Shields (Dept of Agricultral Economics): 

A delegation from the Armenian Agricultural Academy (AAA) 
of Armenia was in Fresno March 3 and 4 to discuss further joint 
projects and activities between the AAA and the School of 
Agriculture, School of Business, and the Armenian Studies 
Program. 
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