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Around 
the Wrorld 

• Robert Kocharian 
Elected President of 
Armenia on March 30-
Receives %59.49 of Vote 

• Kocharian Names 33-
year old Armen 
Darbinian as Prime 
Minister of Armenia 

• President Clinton 
Names Michael C. 
Lemmon to be U.S. 
Ambassador 
to Armenia 

• United Armenian 
. Fund (UAF) 98th Airlift 

arrives in Yerevan April 
19 carrying $1,000,000 
of assistance-Since its 
inception in 1989, the · 
UAF has sent over $220 
million of humanitarian 
assistance to. Armenia 
aboard 98 airlifts and 
362 sea containe 

• 40 Members of 
Congress 
Commemorate 
Armenian Genocide on 
House and Senate 
Floors 

•Armenian Assembly of 
America will 'begiri to 
pursue legislation aimed 
At Requiring Turkish 
Banks in the United 
States to Establish 
Compensation for 
Armenians Stemming 
From the 1915 Genocide 

•UCLA History Depart­
ment rejects by a vote of 
18-17 offer by 
Turkey to finance 
Endowed Chair-The 
offer had prompted 
widespread opposition 
from scholars around 
the country 

April 24th Remembered on Campus 
By Matthew Maroot 
Staff Writer 

-_.I 

The pains of the Armenian 
Genocide echoed throughout the 
Free ·speech Area on _Friday April 
24, 1998 as · Armenians from 
throughoutthecommunity gathered . 
to honor the memories of those who 
fell victim to the horrendous events 
of 1915-1923. Even though those 
Armenians who experience~ first­
hand the horrors of the Genocide 
can scarcely talk about it today, 
they can take solace in the fact that 

their grief and suffering are still 
remembered. 

Fortunately, those in the 
younger generations understand the 
importance of commem<?rating the 
Armenian Genocide. "I think it is 
important for us tocontinueto com­
memorate the Genocide because 
our ancestors have been through a 
lot for us. All of us have someone . 
that has been ·through the Geno-
cide, and because of the Turkish 
denial , it is important to remember 
it," said Sosi Thomassian. Indeed, 
it is the responsibility of us, as 

Armenians, to keep the spirit of the tQeir lives, loved ones, and homes 
martyrs alive. And it is also of as a result of the Genocide, mem­
extreme importance to honor those . bers of the Armenian Students Or­
who survived the Genocide. Be- ganization constructed a scale rep­
cause if it wasn 't for them, it is lica of the Armenian Martyr 's 
unlikely that we would be here to-· Monument. Just like the actual 
day. "It is important to remember monument found in Yerevan, Ar­
the Genocide because our grand- menia, the monument constructed 
parents were in it and ifit wasn't for at Fresno State consisted of twelve 
them, we wouldn't be here sections representing the twelve 
anyways. Because of the Geno- provinces ravaged by the Turks. 
cide, there i~ a Diaspora," saidAlik As well, the monument also in­
Hovsepian. 

To honor those who losr See APRIL 24, Page 4 

Kazan· Fund for Armenian 
·Studies Established at CSUF 

By Barlow Der Mugrdechian 
Advisor 

The formal announcement of the 
establishment of the M. Victoria 
Karagozian Kazan Fund for An:ne­
nian Studies was made by CS U 
Fresno President Dr. John Welty at a 
reception held on Friday, May 1, in 
the Renaissance Room on the CSU 

tablishment of the Kazan Fund as a 
significant step in the development 
of the Armenian Studies Program. 

In July .of 1997, HenryS. and M. 
Victoria Kazan made a gift of their 
East Quoque, New York home to 
Fresno State. Proceeds from the sale 
of the home will be used to establish 
the Kazan Fund for Armenian Stud­
ies. 

!2!!~~:....-::!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!:::..:::..:._ ___ _;_-==.:..=--=---"--.:..._;;;;::::::~ ,. Fresno campus. 
The Kazan Fund for Armenian 

Mr. Henry S. Kazan, husband of 
the late M. Victoria ~aragozian· 
Kazan, _was present at the announce­
ment ceremony and was joined by 
family members Dr. Harold Aram 
Veeser, Dr. Cyrus Veeser,Dr. Anahid 
Kassabian and husband Dr. Leo 
Svendsen, daughter Maral, Dickran 
Kassabian, and family fr_iend Noble 
Mitchell, Sr., all of whom had trav­
eled from the East Coast for the spe-

Fresno County Supervisor Deran Koligian next to Armenian 
Martyr's Monument at April 24th Rally on CSUF campus. 

Studies will provide support in three 
specific areas: 1) funding for schol­
arships, 2) funding for general oper­
ating support of the Arnienian Stud­
ies Program, and 3) funding for the 
M. Victoria Karagozian Monograph 
and Lecture Series. 

ASO Ends Successful 
Year of Events 
Arakel A. Arisian 
ASO President 

F rom Shish Kebab sales to 
intramural basketball, the · 
Armenian Students· 

Organization has been e~tremely 
busy this year. In this, its 25th 
year of existence, the ASO has 
represented the Armenian youth 
of California State University, 
Fresno. It's hard to believe that a 
year can go by so fast, but all the 
activities and events the ASO 
just shows how much can get 
done in a year. 

The 1997-98 year in 
retrospect was very much a 
learning experience, especially 
for the executive board. When 
the new officers (Arakel Arisian -
President, Sosi Thomassian -
Vice President, Talin Mekhitarian 
- Treasurer, Rita Aramian -
Secretary, Michael Harutinian-

Historian) were elected nine 
months ago it was filled with 
new faces, all new members of 
the club: None of the executives 
had experience with ASO but all 
were eager to learn. With the· 
help of the previous officers and 
the advisor, Barlow Der 
Mugrdechian, the new executive 
board was able to learn and gain 
experience. 

The first semester was 
filled with both fun and educa­
tional activities alike. The ASO 
had a shish kebab sale. a car 

·wash, a cabin trip, and partici­
pated in intramural volleyball. 
B~sides that, the ASO co­
sponsored lectures with Arme­
nian Studies Program by Richard 
Hovannisian and Ara Sarafian. 
The second semester continued 
where the first one left off and 

See ASO, Page 8 

Dr. Djckran Kouymjian, 
· /Berberian Professor of Armenian 

Studies and Director of the Arme­
nian Studies Program praised the es- See KAZAN, Page 8 

Henry S. Kazan (I) with CSU Fresno President Dr. John 
Welty and Provost Michael Ortiz. 

May 1998 Graduates, Page 2 April 24th Activities, Page 4 • Armenians in Fresno Class, Page ·6 
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Films of Rouben Mamoulian·to be Shown in E.venin~ Class ASP Annual 
Fund Donations ~ As a special tribute to the cen­

tenary of the birth of the most fa­
mous Hollywood film director of 
Armenian origin , Dr. Dic~an 
Kouymjian, Berberian Professor of 
Armenian Studies and Director of 
the Kalfayan C~nter, will present 
nearly all of Rouben Mamoulian 's · 
films in a fifteen week course at 
Fresno State. The class, Armenian 
Studies 120T, will meet Wednes­
days from 6:10-9:00 PM. Non­
CSUF students and seniors can reg­
ister through the extension division 
of the 60 plus program. A limited 
number of special scholarships will 
be available direct! y through the 
Armenian Studies Program. 

During this entire period from 
the late 1920s to the late 1950s one 
name dominated the imagination 
of Armenians everywhere in the 
world who were even slightly in­
terested in cinema: Rouben 
Mainoulian (1898-1991). 

In 1929 he was invited by 
Paramount to visit their Astoria stu­
dios in New York for the shooting 
of a film. ln that same year he made 
his ftrst film, Applause, still one of 
the great classics of early talking 
ftlms. His direction of Helen Mor­
gan and the characteristic 
Mamoulian instinct for movement 
and rhythm made it clear to every­
one that Mamoulian was not only 
at home with the transition from 
the theater to celluloid, but that he 
was a great creator and innovator. 

During the next 14 years, he 
directed, and at times also produced, 
14 films, most of which are among 

the eternal classics of Hollywood. 
His ingenuity and daring, his intel­
ligence and cosmopolitan sophisti­
cation were to bring a dimension to 
American cinema which it needed 
badly. His last two films were 
made after the second World War, 
Summer Holiday (1947) and Silk 

California Stti,te University, Fresno 
Armenian Studies Program · 

Fall 1998 Schedule of Courses 

Course 

General Education 
Division 9-0ther Cultures 
• ArmS 10 Intro to Arm Studies 
• Arm S 10 Intro to Arm Studies 
• ArmS 10 Intro to Arm Studies 
• Arm S·20 Arts of Armenia 
General Education 
Division 7- Languages 

3 0945-1 100 llfh 
3 1010-1100 MWF 
3 1645-1800 ITh 
3 · 1110-1225 ITh 

Instructor 

· D. Kouym jian 
B Der Mugrdechian 
D. Kouymjian 
D. ~ouymjian 

• Arm 1A Elementary Armenian 4 1110-1200 MTWF · B Der Mugrdechian 
• Arm 2A lntermed. Armenian 4 0910-1000 MTWF B Der Mugrdechian 
Upper Division Courses 
• Ann S 108A Arm History I 3 1110-1225 TTh 
• Arm S 120T Arm. Genocide 3 1245-1400 TTh 
• ArmS 120T Films of Mamoulian 3 1710-2000 W 
• ArmS 120T Armenian Cooking 1 1710-2200 Fri 

0910-1700 Sat 
Class meets the weekend of September 25 and 26 

I Kaprielia.p 
I Kaprielian 
D. Kouymjian 
B Der Mugrdechian 

All courses can be used for credit toward a minor in Armenian Studies. 
For more information call the Armenian Studies Prog.ram at 278-2669 

or visit our offices in the Peters Business Building, Room 384. 

Stockmgs ). n 1 ms as t­

verse as Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
(1931 ), Queen Christina (1933 ), 
The Mark of Zorro (1940), Becky 
Sharp ( 1935), and Song of Songs 
( 1933 ), he directed the greatest ac­
tors of the time: Fredric March, 
Greta Garbo, Helen Morgan, 

Simultaneously, Mamoulian color Technicolor in a dramatic fash­
was working ori the Broadway ion. 
stage mounting some of the great- Becky Sharp is based on one of 
est American· musicals: Porgy the classics of English literature, 
and Bess (1935), Oklahoma! Vanity Fair by William Thackeray. 
( 1943 ), Carousel ( 1945). His It is one of those rare movies which 
work in American cinema .and is successfully able to portray the 
theater has long been reg.arded as . essence of a great novel. In Miriam 

As of 4-27-98 

~~lfll~e Bulbul ian 
William Saroyan Foundati on 

~.~Rtrs. Joseph Stein, Jr 

Friend . ·
1
. 

Caro Dame tan 
Norma & Bob Der Mugrdechian 
Eleanor Dickranian 
Hagie Kandarian 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Matosian 

~WAgajanian 
State Farm Companies 
R .. A. & Louise Ayvazian 

· George & Marian Bagdasarian 
Charles Bedoian 
Shavarsh A. Chrissian, MD 
Armen & Margaret Dildilian 
Kathleen Friebertshauser 
Aram ~Barbara Garabedian 
Dr. & Mrs. Sarkis Karayan · 
Rose ~oobation 
Tom & J¥lith Kooyumjian 
Ben & Clarice Krikorian 
Martin & Seda Marootian . 
Mrs. Mary Ann Mazman-Sharp 
Brian & Janalee Melikian 
Philip & Florence Parnagian 
Helen Parnagian-Corrigan 
Col. Harry Sachaklian 
Lois & Jerry Tarkanian 
Oscar Tatosian 
Jerry & Knar Vorpe~ian 

Miriam Hopkins, Gary Cooper, 
Marlene Dietrich, Maurice Cheva­
lier, Randolph Scott, Irene Dunne, 
Anthony Quinn, John Carradine, 
Henry Fonda, Fred Astaire, Mickey 
Rooney, Walter Huston, James 
Cagney, Barbara Stanwyck and 
many, many more. 

"classical" and already a score of Hopkins, Mamoulian displayed the 
Rouben Mamoulian Festivals geniushealwaysseemtohavewhen ?of:r?Xntoyan 
have been held around the world, it came to showing off great ac- Lolla & Satenig Araby an 
including two at the tresses at their best on the screen. Armen & Nelly Der Kiureghian 
Cinematheque francaise. Beside the innovative use of color, Ted & Arpie Dick 

' ManyconsiderMamoulian's · the film has the usual Mamoulian Vartan Djabrayan, DC 
film Becky Sharp ( 1935) to be the trademark of rhythm and elegance. Richard & Ann Elizabeth Elbrecht 
first to use the.newly invented tri- Arman Farmanian 
,.....~-:-:--.....--"":""""'--:--~-...,.....-~~~---:~:-:-:-~!""7"::""""':"~:--'l · Diane Goolkasian-Rahbee 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~-~.:~~~:Sc~~~~rF~Hl~~:·_ ~~~Gmman 
;: p0f:tbe:fidi:Q(t998. there:wi~·-116 st*cial.awatds for the stUdy Elizabeth Hanessian 

'. ·:· 
-. . . .~.. . . 

. . . .. ·AdvisQr:. 
·i<:_::~::;:: .. ,:} ··: .. ]3ilrl~w D ·er MU:grdechian : 
fly~, Sh~i'Zho{)m:i$·.a s~pplement of the Daily Collegia~ and the. newspa: ... 

~pet 'pf· 1he · CSl:J'I: .. Aif'heni~n Stu die-$ ·,Qrganiiatio.n and the Armenian · 
:St(jdie~ Progr~ro and.is.t.~rided by the·As.soeiated Students. Articles rna}/ 
.iS.~~~o~~clpr(>V~~e(t Hie .S~~;zhoomis.:acknowtedg~d. ·H_ye Sharihoom , 
··~:"-!~-~ -P1Q~i..J»8tr.ri ~i¢1~.s· •. a.nd other m.at~ri~l .from its re.aders. For ; 
.f~it:Anf()rrTt$tion ·,concerbing ~:.the ·n~ws.f:)aper or ·Armenian . Studies :. 

~~)7~;;;;;,:~;~~~~?~; ,-- ,, '·. ' : 
= .:.'.··_'· h~p:fl~~t;~f.r:~.s~r.>iedu/Armenl~nstudies/ . 

·.···. . -· . . . .··· ·. 

·. '.OtAtmeriiruiFilin(Ami.·S :l20T,- ··F~ofRoubeliMamouiian Carol A. Harootian 
~.-(schedule# 01945) and Arts ·of Armenia,. Anli.s. 2.0 (sChedUle;: Tina Hazarian 

.#Ot9i2); tt(th~ amountof $3()();oQ·:awatded· to ··:~ll1 stu~ents . ~:::or:~~~~ Hokokian 
.. Who -~chieye a:gr~qe: of:S. ·ot higher~ ·-·.::_ .... ·. . ... : . . Lara Simonian Jitlal 

·. :: Stu4en.ts · ~~tli.speciaJ'tinruidal~eeds·may-als~p_lyforother · John & Ruth Kallenberg 
·. ·specialseholarships f-or these· same or-other Annenian.·$tud- Jeanette Kassouny 
· ies :Progtam ' coll~es.:··_.Students. may ·aj;p1ydirectly through Harpet J. Kharibian 
:. ihh Arin"en'hin. StudiesPrograin..for fiilancialaid reasons.-·~: For Elizabeth B. Koojoolian 
.:, the s.pe, cial incentive schola.rships~ - enrolimen~·. 3Jt. d_.coqtple·-.. Alma Margosian 

· · · · · · · · Gina Mechigian 
. ~:on·· of -the toirrse \vit]l air A..:or B .is all thad~ nec~sacy-.". ... . Robert Megerdichian 

.. 
Eth,mc Studies Conference i~ Fresno 

Armenian panelists presented pa­
pers at the recent conference· of 
the National AssoCiation for Eth­
nic Studies, organized ·by Fresno 
State and held in Fresno'

1
from 

March 26-28. The pa!1el on "Ar., 
menians in America" included Dr. 
Rubina 
fucnnian 
(UCLA) 
w h 0 

read " 
Liter a-
ture as 
Witness 
to the 
Forma-
tion and 
Trans-
forma-· 
tion' of the Armenian-American 
Ethnic Identity,", Matthe\v 

Jendian, (Sociology, CSUFresno), 
who spoke oh "Family Relations 
and Community Relations of 
Jnternarried Armenian Couples," 

, and Dr. Isabel Kaprielian, (History 
and Armenian Studies, CSU 
Fresno) who presented "Armenian 

Neighb or­
hoods: 
Their Rise 
and Fall." 
Picture, I. to 
r. Dr . 
Rubina 

. Peroomian, 
Matthew 
Jendian , 
Isabel 
Kaprielian , 
H.S.K. 

Kazan Professor of Modern Anne­
niaii and Immigration History. 

Vahe & Armine Meghrouni 
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Mesrobian 
Caro Minas 
Mr. Krikor Nishanian 
Sevan Ourfalian 
Grace & Karney Ovian 
Mr. Franklin Penirian 
Victor & Arlyne Sahatdjian 
J. Sarian 
Parkev & Siran Sarkis sian 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Shahinian 
Danielle Shapazian 
James E Shekoyan 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Tateosian 
Haig & Alice Varoujean 
Mr. & Mrs. Vartan Vartanian 
Bess P. Vickery 
Mr. & Mrs. V arooj Zarookian 

Berberian Fund Donation 
Dr-& Mrs A1nold Gazarian 
In memory of 
Edl-vard Pampeian 
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1998 Graduates 

Cristina (Crissi) Jelladian 
BS Family Law 

Jacqueline Arikian 
BS Psychology 

Jacqueline is a psychology major who plans on going to 
graduate school to bel,;ome a Licensed Clinical Social Worker. The 
four years Jacqueline h·as spent at Fresno State have been rewarding 
and memo~able. Her involvement with the Armenian Studies Depart­
ment, the Psychology Department, and Vintage Days have left her 
with much experience and many memories. Her most rewarding 
educational experience was conducting independent research through 
the Psycho! ogy Honors Program under the guidance of her mentor, Dr. 
Paul Rice. Jacque_line would like to thank the Lord and her friends and 
family for.their strength and guidance. 

Crissi.is graduating with a spedal major in family law which 
involves five different departments. She plans to attend law school and 
receive her Juris Doctorate. Crissi has always found time outside of 
schoolwork to be a part of the Armenian Students Organization. In 
1996 she was President of the club and has been active in it her entire · 
college career. She also was a pan of the Republican club on"carnpus 
and has written for Hve Sharzhoom a number of times. She looks 
foward to bigger and b~tter things but she is saddened that she will most 
likely be farther from her close and personal friend, -Aznive 
Tchapadarian. She wants Az to know that,· ' Wherever our paths take 
us in life, Az, I hope and pray that we remain close. I wish you a lifetime 
full of happiness and good times." 

David Razmik Melikian 

Karen Karabian 
BA Mass Communication and Journal~sm 

·Karen Karabian, daughter ofRussell and Georgette Karabian, 
is a 1998 Magna Cum Laude graduate of California State University, 
Fresno. She will use her bachelor of ahs degree in mass communica­
tion and journalism to pursue a career in the entertainment indutry. 
Karen's four-year college credits include Vintage Days director and 
graphic designer Hye SharzhoorYJ writer, and Orientation program 
director. · 

BS Business Administration-Finance 
Minor Armenian Studies · 

David is a finance major who plans on finding a good job here 
in Fresno. He also is graduating with a minor in Armenian Studies, a 
very important accomplishment.-On Aprilll th he married a wonderful 
girl, Anna Atashkarian. The most mernorabl~ thing about college for . 
birn was the great times he had in the Armenian Students Organization. 
He has been a member since his first year and has been a very helpful 
part of many events. He t els school has_prepared him for the pressures 
and stresses of the real world~ - - . 
·So You've ·Gat A Sabbatic.aJ, ~r-
By Dickran Kouymjian 
Haig arullsabel Berberian 
Professor of Armenian Studies 

American Universities initiat;ed · 
long ago a system whereby professors 
would receive paid time off every sev­
enth year to conduct research usually 
leading to publication of a major work. 
The "sabbatical" year or semester is 
not automatically given. A program of · 
research must be presented to a univer­
sity committee specially constitute to 
review sabbatical proposals. 

My research project for my 1997-
1998 sabbatical year was on Armenian 
paleography, the study of the develop­
ment of the Armenian script as used in 
manuscripts from the fifth to the twen­
tieth century. A joint project to prepare 
an Album of .Armenian Paleography 
which would present an abundantly 
iJlustrated series of manuscript pages 
showing how Armenian script changed 
over the centuries "was. undertaken in 
1990 by Professors Michael Stone, Di­
rector of the Armenian Studies Pro­
gram at the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem, Henning Lehmann. Presi­
aenl of Aarhus University. Denmark. 
and a specialist in early Armenian reli­
gious texts, and myself. 

At the invitation of the N~ther­
lands Institute for Advanced Studies at 
Wassenaar this past February. I. was 

. able to work with Prof. Stone on the". "been helped over the past thtee years by 
organization of the volume. In March · grants from . the B~rtha an~ John 
both of us went _to Aarhus, Denmark Garabeqian~Foundation of Fresno and 
for discussions with the publisher. All the Gulbenkian Foundation of Lisbon. 
of this after a number of research and' But the sabbatical has not een 
photography expeditions in Erevan, ' just th~ Album•of Armenian Paleogra­
Jerusalem. Venice, Paris, London, - phy ... I have also been ~ble to make 
Dublin and American cities during the progress on the study and decipherment 
past seven years. A completed draft of of the only known Armenian papyrus. a 
the book, which will be more t(lan 500 single leaf probably from the late sixth 
pages with some 200 color ,plates in century, discovered in 1892,. but then 
folio was turned over to the Aarhus lost to scholarship. I relocated this 
University Press. The volume is sup- valuable document among the 
ported in large part by the Carlsberg uncataloguedAimenianmanuscriptsin 
Foundation ~)f Amsterdam. The voJ- the Bibliotheque nationale de France in 
ume should be released at the end of Paris. The papyrus has a Greek text but 
next year. is written entirely with the Armenian 

However, the work is far from alphabet. The presumption is that it 
over. Because we have tried to use was an. exercise sheet of an Armenian 
recent computer technology in com- · soldier or merchant in Byzantine con­
piling precise alphabet tables for each trolled Egypt trying to learn Greek. It 
of the more than 200 dated manu- repr~sentstheoldestsurvivingexample 

scripts selected for the Album, by scan- of handwritten Armenian known. The 
ning slides and photographs and then papyrus and a discussion of it wi11 ap­
cutting out alphabets Jetter by letter pear in the Album of Armenian Paleog­
using special softw~e. there are a thou- raphy, but I am also preparing a sepa­
sand and one details to check and re- rate monograph on the papyrus with a 
check. During the sabbatical I have · team of specialists including a· scholar 
spent most of my time finishing re- of Greek from Cambridge University, 
search on the history of Armenian pa- James Clackson, who studied Arme­
leography from the earliest medieval nian with the late Charles Dowsett of 
manuals on writing to pioneer_ing eigh- Oxford. 
tee nth and nineteenth century studies A.sabbaticalleave also aUows pro­
and the more modern approaches of fessors the freedom to participate in 
the twentieth century. Titis work bas international confere_n~es which would 
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Garo N akashian 
BA Graphic Design 
Minor Mass Communi­
cation and Journalism 

.. Garo would like to thank: 
his family for their support, his 
adviser Dr. Arndt for helping him 
through the first rough semesters, 
his graphic design professor Mr. 
Charles Shields for his inspira­
tion for teaching him not to ·settle 
for "just good," and his friends in 

and out of school for their friendship and support through the years ·'You 
know who you are." Originally from Beirut, Lebanon, Garo wanted to be 
an artist from day one. In college Graphic design was his calling. After 
graduatioi1 Garo wants to work for a graphic design firm in Fresno and 
later move to_Los Angele~ for bigger and better things. In Garo's words, 
"I thank God for blessing me and helping me complete another chapter of 
my life. College was the best years or my life, I shall never forget it. But 
I still have a lot more to learn." 

Aznive Tchapadarian 
BS Mechanical 
Engineering 

Aznive has been very ac­
tive in her major as she was Mis­
tress of Ceremonies for the Indus­
try and Student Awards Banquet, 
She also has received two more 
certificates for her exemplary ef­
forts, including an award from 
Senator Jim Costa. In addition to 
her activities in her rnjljor, Aznive 
was extremely involved in the , 
Armenian Student Organiztion and 1996 she was the Vi<;e President. 
Currently she is a DJ for Armenian radio every Saturday on KFSR (90.7) 
from 9am - 12pm. She has writt-en for Hye Sharzhoom and has been a 
v~uable asset to the Armenian Studies Program. She also rerpinqs .u~ ~It 
to "nevyr give up on y_ou~ dreams. If you work .h~d enougt,l., you can 
accomplish everything. She is effectionately known to man)' of her 
friend as ASO Marna, AZ, and Ozzie. 

A Farewell to Professor Krekorian 

On behalf the Armeilian students at Fresno. State, "Ye would 
like !O thank you for all the hard work and dedication you 

. have given over the past year. n was a pleasure having you 
at Fresno State, and we wish you the best ofluck in yo.ur future 
endeavors. We will MISS YOU!!! 

be normally difficult to do, especially 
from California, during the academic 
year because of heavy teaching and 
administrative responsibilities. Thus, 
in June 1997, I was invited to conduct 
a two· week seminar for gracfuate stu­
dents on medieval Armeni~~ art and 
history at the Central European Uni­
versity in Budapest, a school founded 
and supported by George Soros. Also 
while in Budapest I was able _to present 
a paper at the 35th International 
Orientalists' Congress. The theme of 
the congress was great orientalists of . 
the past. and I spoke about Sirarpie Der 
Nersessian, the first to put a scientific 
foundation to the history of medieval 
Armenian painting. Because I was on 
the International Advisory Committee, 
I bad a chance to meet with the Presi­
dent of Hungary, the head of the Acad­
emy. the Crown Prince of Jordan (the 
keynote speaker on the opening day), 
and Prof. Edmund Schutz, a member of 
the Hungarian Academy, a leading 
Armenologist who, as some readers of 

Hye Sharzhoom may remember, was 
invited to Fresno State jointly by former 
Librarian Henry Madden and myself in 
the late 1970s. 

In September I was asked to lead 
a panel on Armenian miniature paint­
ing in Apocryphal Bible manuscripts at 
an international conference held in 
Geneva on Armenian Apocrypha spon­
sored by the Universities of Lausanne 
and Geneva. While in Geneva, I had 
special meetings with His Holiness 
Aram I. Catholicos of Cilicia, who was 
in the city in his capacity as President 
of the World Council of Churches. Our 
meeting involved planning of the 
1700th anniversary of the conversion 
of Armenia to Christianity to be cel­
ebrated in 2001 and the years leading to 
it. The following month, while in 
Erevan. I also met with His Holiness 
Karekin I at Holy _Etchmiadzin to dis-

. cuss the same issue, and once again this 
April in Paris with Aram Catholicos. "I ---:See..-, ~SABT"G1B!;'"'AnTIIfl).nC17A..-L'PiK':age:-:--iF7 
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April 24th Armenian Genocide 
Commemorated on CSU Fresno Campus-April14-24 
APRIL 24, Coot 
fr()m Page 1 
eluded a replica of the same 
pyramid present at the actual 
Martyr's Monument that was 
created to represent those liv­
ing in Armenia and those liv­
ing in the Diaspora. In addi­
tion to this beautifully con­
structed memorial, a new tra­
dition began at Fresno State. 
Beginning this year, the 83rd 
anniversary of the Armenian 
Genocide, and every year here­
after, those who attend the rally 
will place flowers upon the 
monument ·to show their re­
spect for the victims of this 
tragedy. Every April 24th this is 
done in Armenia, and now it will 
be done here at Fresno State. 

Friday's rally which was 
sponsored by the Armenian Stu­
dents Organization here at Califor­
nia State University, Fresno was a 
great success. After an introduc­
tion and speech by A.S.O. Presi­
dent Arakel Arisian, Deran 
Koligian of the Fresno County 
Board of Supendsors spoke of his 
personal connection with theGeno-

cide. Koligian spoke of how his 
motner w1tnesseo nrsmano me mas­
sacres of 1915 and of the continu­
ing denial of these events by the 

"We more than any­
one need to be re­
minded of our past 
We have done so 
much and come so far 
that to give up now 
would be a great dis­
honor." 

Deran Koligian 

Turkish government. Koligian 
stated that as Armenians, "we more 
than anyone need to be reminded of 
our past. We have done so much 
and come so far that to give up now 
would be a great dishonor." Unfor-. 
tunately, to many· Armenians like 
Deran · Koligian, the story of the 
Genocide is all too personal and 
clear. And because of this, Arme­
nians the world over will continue. 
to commemorate the Armenian 
Genocide. 

Other speakers at the rally 
included Professor Isabel 
Kaprielian, the HenryS. Kazan Pro­
fessor ofModern Armenian History 
and Immigration History here at 
California State University, Fresno, 
as well as . Michael Harutinian, 
A.S.O. Historian, and Rita Aramian, 
A.S.O. Secretary. 

Professor Barlow Der 
Mugrdechian of the Armenian Stud­
ies Program also spoke of the Ar-

menian Genocide not only in terms 
of Armenian history. but as part of 
world history as well. Der 
Mugrdechian stated that Genocide 
has been a phenomenon throughout 
the century, albeit a horritic one. 
But the Armenian Genocide is of 
even greater significance in that it 
was the first Genocide of the 20th 
century. Der Mugrdechian accu­
rately described it as "the prototype 
of subsequent Genocide." Yet de­
spite this fact, and despite the fact 

that over 1,500,000 Armenians 
were brutally massacred between 
1915 and 1923, one thing still re­
mains. The Turkish denial of these 
events. Even with clear and accu­
rate documentation, even by 
American diplomats, the Arme­
nian Genocide still goes unoffi­
cially recognized outside of the 
Armenian community. 

"We should alwa)'s · 
remember them (the 
victims) no matter 
what. 100 years from 
now we should still 
rem mbe " 

Chad Kirkorian 

And though these events took place 
some 83 years ago, the Turkish 
denial remains one of the greatest 
tragedies of the Genocide. 

But for:tunately for the 
Armenians, the memory of the 
Genocide will never be forgotten. 
·'we should always remember 
back to 1915 because of our rela­
tives who have struggled to make 
our lives better. Even though 
people have other things on their 
minqs, more people should remem­
ber. We should always remember 
them [the victims] no matter what. 
a 100 years from now we should 
still remember," said Chad 
Kirkorian. Not to worry, if the 
efforts put forth by the Armenian 
students at California State Uni­
versity, Fresno are any indication 
of how strong the memories ofthe 
Armenian Genocide are, then the 
events of 1 915-1923 will never be 
forgotten. 

# - , • I ~ f 

Marashlian Lectures -on 
Turkish Historical Distortions 
By Jennifer Keledjian 

On April 17, 1998, Dr. Lev on 
Marashlian intrigued the audience 
during his l_ecture and film presen­
tation on the Armenian genocide. 
This was just one highlight of the 
many April 24th commemoration 
activitieS: 

• Marashlian, currently a 
professor of history at Glendale 

Community College, is a graduate 
of the University of California, 
Los Angeles and has conducted 
extensive research regarding the 
Armenian genocide. He has also 
studied the Turkish governmeo(s 
attempt to distort Armenian his­
tory. He was present · at the 
dicussions in . the Congressional 
committee on the Armenian ques­
tion. 

The main premise of 
Marashtian' s presentation was ex­
amining Turkey's denial of the 
genocide and the Armenian re­
sponse in the 1990's. According · 
to him, we as Armenians need to 
forcefully pursue the recognition 
of the genocide. 

As not%! by Marashlian 
as an example of the denial, Mark 
Lambert Bristol was the first to 
deny the Armenian genocide's 
existence, which occurred in 1915. 
An opinion by Marashlian stating 
why Bristol was in adamant denial 
was that this behavior would be 
benetlcial in promoting business. 
for American interests. He also 
noted that Bristol later changed his 
position and now is a very impor­
tant source for the Armenians. 

According to Marashlian, 
Bernard Lewis is another indi­
vidual who actively denies the 
genocide. Lewis b~lieves that the 
cause of the Armenian massacres 
was Turkish despotism, which is 
having a single, absolute leader or 
tyrant, and notes that despotism 
cause rebellion and destruction by 
the both sides. 

Besides Bristol and 
Lewis, Marashlian cited Justin 
McCarthy as the most promient 
and important figure for the Turk­
ish denial of he genocide. He is a 
graduate of UCLA and has been 

extremely instrumental in the Turk­
ish cover up. But Dr. Marashlian 
also showed the audience how some­
one such as McCarthy can be dealt 
with and that is by knowing the 
facts and asking the right questions. 

Between the period of 
1975 to the present, many resolu­
tions in favor of the Armenian 
genocide were introduced in Con-

gress, and all were denied. Turkish 
pressure and denial remained con­
sistent responses to Armenians de­
l'I!ands for recognition. 

In 1990, a resolution SJR 
212 was introduced by Senator Dole, 
yet failed by a close vote. Marashlian· 
stated that although the resolution 
for recognition from Turkey failed , 
a somewhat positive note was that 
Turkey redeved a lot of negative 
PR and that this was just a begin­
ning for an increase in interest and 
awareness for the public. 

There was an~ther attempt 
to pass a resolution in Congress in 
1996. Some opponents of the reso­
lutions noted the genocide as 
"intercommunial warfare" and "eth­
nic disputes". This criticism may 
have been a large part of the rejec­
tion by Congress. The bottom line 
is that Turkey is an important ally 
to the US, and thus pressure from 
the Turkish government works. That 
is why it is so difficult to pass any 
resolution in Congress. 

Marashlian believes that 
our continued fight for this battle is 
not over and will not go w1heard. 
Although many textbooks and his­
tory classes decline to include rec­
ognition of the Armenian genocide 
within t~e curriculum, it now can be 
taught in thr public education sys­
tem. More and more scholars and 
historians are confirming the Ar­
menian Genocide as fact. 

A recently aired film, The 
Great War, states .in regards to the 
Armenian genocide, "War is hatred 
and hatred is extermination." Dr. 
Marashlians lecture was clear in 
proving that the focus must be edu­
cation and publicity in order to stop 
and end the Turkish Governments 
attempt to distort history. 

. ~ , .. 
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University Arme~ian 
Club Execs Meet in LA 

By Talin A. Mekhitaria~ 

. On April · 4th, 1998 the 
executive of the California State 
University- Fresno Armenian Stu­
dents Organization went to South­
ern California to meet with the ex­
ecutives from Armenian Students 
Associations from other Universi­
ties and Colleges from around the 
state. The meeting was held at 
Woodbury University in Burbank 
and it was the fifth meeting that the 
other Associations have had. Up 
until no\Y the ASO from Fresno 
didn't have much con tact with other 

. student clubs due to the distance. 
Previous to this year there was a 
body called InterCollegalCouncil 
(ICC) which brought all the stu­
dents together. But for legal issues 
and. other reasons that body fell 
apart. The associations still wanted 
to meet so the students continued to 
meet this year. At this point the 
meetings are being held temporarily 
under the auspices of the new body 
called All-ASA Council. · · 

By the time the meeting 
started the ASO was joined by the 
following Armenian Student As­
sociations: Glendale Community 

\ 

College, California Polytechn ic 
University at Pomona, California 
State University - Los Angeles, 
Cali fornia State University 
Northridge, University of Cali for­
nia at Berkeley, University of Cali- · 
fornia at Los Angeles, University 
of California at San Diego, Univer­
sity of California at Santa Barbara, 
University of Southern California, 
Occidental College, Pasadena City 
College, San Diego State Univer­
sity and Woodbury University. The 
purpose of this meeting was to unite 
all of the Armenian Student Asso­
ciations and plan activities that can 
be done together. Each of the rep­
resentatives who wanted were 
alotted time to share what events 
they ·were planning and ideas that 
they had . 

The University ·of Calj­
fornia, Berkeley had some-very in-

teresting news for us. The Turkish 
'government w~s going to donate 
$750,000 to the l)niversity if it 
would expand the Turkish Studies 
program to include Sociology, His­
tory, and Economics. ~e Arme­
nians on campus finally convinced 
the Chancellor that the proposal 
was propaganda the Turkish gov­
ernment was trying to bring · into 
the University. 

Cal. State Los Angeles 
was planning to have the annual 

. Quiz Bowl where each Armeniari 
Students Association or Organiza­
tion would have four members com­
pete with other schools in a jeop­
ardy like game. The event was held 
on May 2nd and this years-results 
are: 1st- UCLA, 2nd- CSUN, Jrd ­
- CSULA, 4th - UCI. 

About six months ago, a 
- ...I 

group of students '1fom different 
ASA's created a new Armenian 
Suidentnewspapercalled Usanogh. 
They asked for support from the 
Student clubs and some donated . . 
They were in the process of finish­
ing a special issue dedic-ated to the· 
Armenian Genocide. Most other 
Universities discussed their April 
24th activities and many school · 

- co-sposored some of their events. 
For the Armenian Stu­

dents Organization of Fresno this 
meeting was chance to build lines 
of communication with other Uni­
versities. It was a chance to let 
them ·know what was happening 
here in Fresno. The most important 
thing -that the ASO discussed was 
the Student Convention planned for 
next October. There was goed re­
sponse and interest from the other 
ASA's in coming to Fresno for the 
Convention. 

All in all, it was a great 
experience meeting all of the other 
executives. It gave the executive if 
CSU-Fresno a feel for what other 
Univsities are doing. The CSU­
Fresno ASO executive plans to meet 
again with the All ASA council on 
June 28, at USC. 
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International Response to Armenian Genocide 
Argentine Senate Adopts 
Genocide Resolution 

In commemoration of the 83rd 
anniversary of the Armenian Geno­
cide, on April 23, the Argentinean 
Senate adopted a resolution con­
demning all forms of genocide and 
mass extermination, and express­
ing concern over the lack of con­
demnation of such ·criminal injus­
tice. 

In its introduction, the resolu­
tion cited the Armenian Genocide, 
beginning on April24, 1915, as the 
"first genocide of the 20th century, 
which was perpetrated by the . 
Turks." · 

40_ M_embers of_ Congress 
Commem·orate ·Armenian 
Genocide on House and 
Senate Floors 

Wasl)ington, DC- A bipar­
tisan group of forty Senators and 
Representatives, in speeches this 
week on the floors of their respec­
tive chambers, spoke out against 
Turkey's denial of the Armenian 
Genocide, called for passage ofthe 
Armenian Genocide resolution, and 
urged President Clinton to break 
with his policy of supporting 
Turkey' s campaign todenythefirst 
genocide of this century, reported 
the Armenian National Committee 
of America (ANCA). 

The Special Order speeches 
on the House floor were organized 
by Congressional Armenian Cau­
cus Co-chairmen Frank Pallone (D­
NJ) and John Edward Porter (R­
IL). In total, thirty-eightRepreseB~ 

tatives and two Senators marked 
the 83rd anniversary of the Geno­
cide in t1oor speeches. They joined 

with the more than forty members 
of Congress, including Democratic 
Leader Richard Gephardt (D-MO), 
Sen. Spencer Abraham(R-MI), and 
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan CD­
NY), who participated in the 
ANCA' s April 22nd Armenian 
Genocide Observance program in 
the U.S. Capitol. 
· Chris Hekimian with 
ANCAGovernmental.Affairs said, 
"This unprecedented participation 
by members of Congress, both here 
in Washington .and at observances 
across the country, reflects a grow­
ing awareness that the time has · 
come for the Administration to end 
its participation in Turkey's cam­
paign of denials. The Administra­
-tion, by encouraging Turkey to 
openly acknowledge this tragic 
chapter in its history, can help to 
reduce tensions in a region of great 
strategic significance." 

Rep. John Edward Porter (R- · 
IL): Armenia and the Armenians 
will remain vigilant to assure that 
this tragic history is not repeated. 
The United States should do all it 
can in this regard as well, including 
a clear message about the historical 
fact of the Armenian genocide. I 
call on President Clinton to have 
the courage to speak plainly about 
what happened 83 years ago. We 
do Turkey no favors by facilitating. 
her self-delusion, and we make 
ourselves hypocrites when we fail 
to sound the alarm on the human 
rights abuses occurring in Turkey, 

· a close American ally today. 
..Rep. Esteban Torres (D-CA): 

Some would claim that our remem­
brance today fans the flames of 
atavistic hatred and that this issue 

of the Ottoman government's ef­
forts to destroy the Armenian people 
is a matter best left to scholars and 
historians. I do not agree. One fact 
remains undeniable: the death and 
suffering of Armenians on a mas­
sive scale happened, and is deserv­
ing of recognition and remem­
brance. 

Rep. Joe Knoll en berg (R-MI): 
At the end of World War I, those 
responsible for ordering and imple­
menting the Armenian Genocide 
were never brought to justice, and 
the world casually forgot about the 
pain and suffering inflicted upon 
the Armenian people. This proved 
to be a grave mistake. 

French Prime Minister on 
Armenian Genocide 

Paris (April 22) XINHUA -
French Foreign Minister Hubert 
Vedrine Wednesday called on Tur­
~ey to "go much further" in facing 
the historical facts_ of massacres of · 
Armenians committed by Ottoman 
Turkish army from 1915 to 1917. 

"We have never ceased to tell 
the leaders of Turkey that they 
should go much further .. .in autho-: 
rizing historians to make objective 
and true researches on these 
events," Vedrine told the National 
Assembly. Unlike the parliaments 
in Russia; Greece, Lebanon, the 
United States (House of Represen­
tatives) and Canada, the French 
Nation·al Assembly has not adopted 
any resolution recognizing the mas­
sacres of Armenians as " genocide". 
But former President Francois 
Mitterand once used the woro 
"Genocide" to describe the massa­
cres of Armenians. 

ASP 12th Annual Dinner 
By Matthew Maroot 
Staff Writer 

The evening of Sunday, March 
-15, 1998 was a memorable one for 
those involved with the Armenian 
Studies Pro grail) here at California 
State University, Fresno, for it was 
the evening of the Program' s 
Twelfth Annual Dinner. 

Over the last two decades, the 
Armenian Studies Program has pro'­
vided students and community 
members alike with the opportu­
nity to learn more about the Arme-

. nian culture, language, and history 
as w~ll as contemporary issues fac­
ing our young Republic. so· what 

. hetter way to come together in ap­
preciation of. the efforts put forth 
by those who work with the Pro­
gram as well as those who support 
it? 

mance as "absolutely divine ." 
Another student, Jacqueline 

Janet Momjian 
The evening began with a 

warm welcome from Arlene· 
Srabian, Vice-Chairman of the 
Advisory Board for the Kalfayan Arikian agreed, "I think the most 
Center for Armenian Studies. And enjoyable part of the evening was 
after_ an invocation -·.by the Very Janet Momjian's performance." 
Reverend Father Sasoon v artabed Another important aspect of 
Zumrookhdian·, Pastor 0 f saint Paul rhe Armenian Studies Annual Din­
Armenian Church, guests were ·· ner is that it allows the students .of 
treated to a delightful prime· rib the Program and the community 
dinner. Those in attendance agreed members who support it to come 
thatoneofthemostenjoyableparts together and acknowledge one an­
oftheeveningwastheperformance other. Attend_ing the Annual Din­
by Janet Momjian, Oratorio and ner is of great significance because 
Concert Performer. One student, ithelps integrate the students w1ih 
Maral Elmaoglu, put it best when the community. Many students, 
she described Momjian's perfor- · busy. with coursework, jobs, etc. 

seldomhavetheopportunityto rec­
ognize those who help make ·their 
education (particularly in the area 
of Armenian Studies) such a suc­
cess. 

Indeed, the success of the Ar­
menian Studies Program is due in 
large part to its benefactors. In fact, 
such contributions to the program 
have heiped tremendously in pro­
moting Armenian issues through-

. out the community. "I think it is 
important for the community to 
support the program because with­
out it students would not learn about 
our Armenian heritage," said 
Shayla Srabian. After all, that is 
one of the most significant goals of 
the Armenian Studies Program, the 
appreciation and preservation of 
our Armenian heritage. It is one of 
the very reasons why Armenian 
Studies Programs exist today: to 
increase ·the awareness of Arme­
nian issues and to further promote 
cultural unity among all Armenians. 
Professor Barlow Der Mugrdechian 
closed the evening by recognizing 
the scholarship recipients for the 
1997-1998 academic year. Those 
who attended the Annual Dinner 
agreed-the evening of Sunday, 
March 15, 1998 was a memorable 
one. But more importantly, their 
support shows a deep appreciation 
for the efforts put forth by the stu­
dents and. faculty who have helped 

· make the Armenian Studies Pro­
gram everything that it is today. 
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Armenians in ~resno-100+ Years and Going Strong 
By Matthew Maroot 
Staff Writer 

Armenia Town. Does the 
name ring a bell? For any Arme­
nian who is from Fresno or has 
spent any significant amount of time 
here it certainly should. Thou·gh 
verY. (ew residents of this area of 
downtown Fresno, once highly 
populat~ by Armenians still re­
main! the l!lemories made here will 
live on forever. 

On the weekend of March 
20 and 21, 1998, mimy students 
chose to ·investigate the history of 
the Armenian community in Fresno 
through a course taught by Profes­
sor B·~low Der Mugrdechian; Ar­
menian Studies 120T: Armenians . ' 
in Fresno·. Armenians in Fr~sno 

you ask? Perhaps the common 
perception 'is that if yo1,1 live in 

Fresno then you already know ev­
erything there is to know about 
Fresno Armenians. Maybe. Maybe 
not. Nonetheless, there are still 
some who are unfamiliar with the 
area and the Armenians in Fresno 
course provided them with. the per­
fect opportunity to· learn more about 
the community they call home. "Be­
cause I wasn't born in Fresnb, I 
wanted to learn more about the eity 
that I am living in now," said Taqui 
Semerjiap. Other students had s:imi"' 
lar reasqns for enrolling in the 
course. "I enrolled in ·the course 
because I wanted to learn 'more 
about my community. I was also 
interested in learning about who 

Gifts and ·lJooks 

The A:rmenian Studies Program, its Sahatdjian Library and the Avedian Archives, 
would like to thank the following individuals for their generous donations. 

Mr. &·Mrs. Richard Ahronian of Fresno for the illustrated book on Armenia:. 
Mr.·Bernard Hadidian of Ontario Canada for. several handmade pillows and · 
pillow cases, doilies, crocbeted, lace and embroidered articles from his mother 
Arshalooys Hadidian and her father. 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Keosbeyan, Amy Griffith and Mary Ann Lee of Fresno 
for the Armenian record collection and artifacts. These gifts were given in the 
memory of Annos & Lucy Keosheyan and Dorothy Keosheyan. 
Kl;ligbts of Vartan Bak.radouny Lodge #38 of Hackensack, New Jersey for the 
video tape of the Dedication of the Genocide Memor~al 7-8-90. 

Dr. Die~ Kouymjian, Director of the Annenian Studies Program, would like to 
thank the authors and publishers for the following books and periodicals: 
Books, Monographs & Pamphlets 
Prof. Gu'al Akbay of Ankara for Dter, E., Turk-Ermeni iliskileri Bibl!yografyasi. 
Ankara, ·~ 997. . 
Rev. Fr. Arakel Aljalian of New York for the copy of the book he translated and 
.wrote the introduction of, Aljalian, Fr. Arakel, St. Nerses Snorhali General Epistle 
New York: St. Nersess Annenian Seminary, 1996. 
Ararat International Academy of Sciences of Paris, a gift of Travau.x du 
Deuxiene Congres Mondial Scientifique Armenien Conference Proceedings 1998 
Ararat International Academy of Sciences Paris. 
Armeiuan Church Prelacy of New York for: Aram I, The Challenge to be a 
Church ina Changing World, New York: Annenian Apostolic Church of America, 
1997. 
Armenian Society of Los Angeles for: Dasnabedian, T., Tiramayr- 2, Beirut: . 
Sipan 1997 and two booklets celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the Armenian . 
Society. 
Aimenian Patriacbate of Istanbul, for the Armenian Church Bulletin. 
Linda Avakian for a copy of her book: Avakian, L., Annenian Inimigranls Boston 
1891-1901 New York 1880-1897, Camden: Picton Press, 1996. 
Barkin-Leeds Ltd for a copy of: An essay by Kuspit, D. , Homeland of the 

Imagination: The Southern Presence in .Twen~ieth Century Art , Georgia, 19~. 
Dr. Lavrenti Barsegyan, Director, National Academy of Sciences of Annenia, 
Museum of the Annenian Genoeide, for the gift of several books: 

the first Armenian settlers were in 
Fresno," said Armen Ghanbarian. 

Though Armenians are 
said to have first set foot on North 
American soil in the 17th cenyutry, 
it wasn ' t until the late 1870's that 

even under the harsh persecution 
thattheyreceived. TheSanJoaquin 
Valley, with its rich agricultural 
opportunities was indeed .a land of 
"milk and honey.'' But other Ar­
menians who also called Fresno 

Armenians were recorded 1i ving in home achieved great success in the 
- Fresno. The first Armenian to ar- areas of arts and entertainment. 

rive in Fresn·o was Frank Norman Fresno is proud to have been the 
(formerly Mardiros Yanukia.n). birthplace of William Saroyan, as 
Yanukian took the name Norm art, well as home to many other Arme­
literally meaning "New Man" upon nians who made tremendous con:. 
his arrival in the United States. tributions to the community and 
Indeed, the arrival of ~menians in the world. The famed scu)ptor, 
the United States .and the Central -Varaz Samuelian and the well-
Valley began a new ·chapter in the 
history of Armenians. living 
throughout'the world. Even·before 
the forced ch~ation of a Di'asjJora as 
areult ofthe 1915-1923 Gen.ocide, 
Armenians had established them­
selves here in California as we11 as 
in other areas. 

Despite hardships in.mak ~ 
ing it to America, those Armenians 
who arrived in Fresno and the Cen­
tral Valley were determined to get 
ahead. Bringing with them a strong 
work ethic and an even stronger 
will to succeed, they proved that 
the Armenian people could survive 

known actor Mike Connors also 
cal}ed Fresno home .. Many stu­
dents in the course were interested 
in learning about these famous 
people. 'I think this course was 
fun, I would even take it again. It 
was interesting learning about some 
of the people that have lived in ­
Fresno," said Taqui Semerjian. 

Students enrolled· i the 
course for various reasons, but one 
thing remained constant, a genuine 
interest in learning more about the 
history of Armenians living in 
Fresno. "My grandmother encour­
aged me to enroll in the course 

because she grew up in that area 
[Armenia Town] in the 1930's and 
1940's and I was interested in learn­
ing abQut. the roots of the Fresno 
Armenians ," said Oerad 
Bagdasarian. And some students 
learned that some of the deep-rooted 
traditions of the Armenian com­
munity here in Fresno still live on 
today. 'I enjpyed watching the 
videos from the picnics, some of 
them from sixty years· ago " said 
Michael Kazarian . 

Overall, students who par­
ticipated in this fun- filled course 
agreed, it was a weekend well-spent. 
From the AsbarezClub to the Arax 
Market, student-s found themselves 
back in time, though only for a 
short while. Nevertheless, they still 
received an important lesson in his­
tory. They learned that we as Ar­
rrienians can never forget where 
we've come from, even though 
we've moved so far ahead. For the 
memories made in that little area 
known as Armenia Town will live 
on for eternity, in fact, with courses 
~uch as this, they may even grow 
stro~er with time. 

Fre,sno's "Little Armenia" Comes 
. . 

;\liVe_Through Walking Tour 
By Jennifer Keledjia·n · 
Staff Writer 

For many of the participants in the 
class Annenians in Er~s1w- AS 120T, 
touring the famous ''Little Armenia" in 
downtown Fresno was remembering 
old times and forgotten memories . Al­
though many homes, stores and schools 
no longer remain, the nostalgia of the 
old Arme~ian community' s unity and 
strength sustains: · 

;J '·' -The tour'6egan b"y ~eeting at one 
of·the most significant histoliicalland­
marks among the Armenia!) corruriu­
.ni~y. the Ararat Armenian Cemetery, 
.fqund~d in 1.885. For some, the .in~tial 

sight of the hundred~ of headstones 
immediately br~ught ·fe-elin.gs of' the 
old and .the dead, but for others it meant 
elements of culture and heritage, as 
well as memories of de~rly lbved fami-

On Fulton and Santa Clara streets, 

a sign marks the site of a once histori­
cal building which was the oldest Ar­
menian Church in California. The 
First Armenian Presbyterian Church 
was ~art of William Saroyan 's child­
hood. Saroyan 's quote, ''Rev. Knadjian 

lies and frien.ds. ·: , · · · ' 

The instructorofthe~lass·, Barlow • .. .. . '') ' 

Der Mugrdechian ~oted _many well-
known Armenian. figure$ who at one 
time, had a great i.inpact in Fresno's · 
su:ong co1ru~uinity. Some' of tb'~se 

• name~ belonged. to $e Pet~rs. Ser<?pian, 
Arake!i'an, Mark~ial! arid' Normart 
families. The to~r of Ararat Armenil»l 
Cemetery concluded · by participants 
spreading out, trying to loc~te familiar 
nam.es and dates of fc:priily and friends 
on.~hrroundil)g head~tOn~s . · 

The riext destin<)pon in the tour 
was the old sites of the Armenian com­
munity in downtown Fresno. ~hich is 
comptonly referred to- as Fresno 's 
"Little Armenia". Meeting at the promi­
nent Holy :rrinity Apos~lic Armenian 
Church marked the start of the official 
walking tour along Santa Clara street. 
Standing on Santa Clara and Van Ness 
streets·, class · participant Laurie · 
Gooboian talked ahout the home that 
her father gre'Y. ·up in located at 521 
Van Ness. The ol~. finely detailed 
construction of the 1928 qome is an 
example of what many houses looked 
like in _the area around the early part of 
the century . . This home is now being 
reno~ated by Gooboian ' s brother Cbris­
topher-·an·d. fut~re ~ife . .. ~- -

' 0 ,,, "". 

Was. the Preacher and I Sometimes 
Rather Liked Accepting the Instruc­
tions of My Mother to Stay for Church · 
After Sunday School," is on a sign 
posted at the site. 

· Continuin'g on the tour and fol­
lowing detailed maps, Arax· Market on 
Van Ness and Land Suren' s Bakery at 
Santa Clara and L were noted as places 
that were once at the center of the large 
population of Armenians in tbis dis­
tinctive area. 

T~o pistorical businesses started 
many decades ago by families within 
the Armenian s:;ommun!ty aTe still suc­
cessfuJly operating. Hye Quality Bak­
ery, located at 2222 Santa Clara street, 
was originally started by Yervant 
Ganimian in 1957. Hye Quality Bak­
ery, which is now run by Sammy and 
Paula Ganimlan. has grown from a 
small business to a nation-wide com­
pany, distributing baked goods to all 
parts of the nation. · 

Our group was given the opportu-
. nity to tour the inside of Valley Lahvosh · 

Baking Co, Inc. , home of Lahvosh. 

. Started in 1922bytheSaghatelianFam­
ily, Valley Lahvosh bas remained lo­
cally owned and is now run by the 3rd 
generation of the same family. After 
the detailed tour of the spacious bakery. 
each member of the class received 

samples of the widely known Lahvosh 
Hearts cracker bread. 

Upon concluding the tour. the. 
group arrived at Holy Trinity Apostolic 
Armenian Church. Our visit included· 
.meeting the new Parish Priest, Fr. V ahan 
GosdanHm, who gave brief comments 
on the chui:ch history. Holy Trinity 
Apostolic Armenian Church is the sec­
ond oldest Armenian Aposto1ic Chw-ch 
in Ameri~a and stands in the heart of 
Fresno's once heavily Armenian popu­
lated area as a reminder of tradition and 
unity, as well ac; a national bistorical 
landmark. 

Touring the familiar sites of down­
town Fresno '~ "Little Armenia", re­
freshed many memories of culture, fam­
ily and of the great bond .that unified 
many Armenians living in this particu­
lar vicinity. This area was the center for 
survival and future dreams. Buildings 
no longer standing and ones still estab­
lished both speak of the power and 
int1uence that Armenians have in this 
city: 
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An· Evening With TwO .Authors 
By Jennifer Keledjian 
Staff Writer 

A visit from well-known au­
t.hor David Kherdian and his wife, 
Nonny Hogrogian spurred" much 
interest, gathering educators, 
friends and students from the Ar­
menian community together on 
March 13th at St. Paul Armenian 
Apostolic Church. 

w i t h 
words that 
herd the audi­
ence captive 
for a good 

. h o u r , 
Kherdian' s 
lecture in ­
eructed his 
chi 1 d h o·o d 
years in the 
to.wn of 
Racine, Wis­
consin, where 
his colorful 
life as a child 
was molded, 
nurtured and 

The presentation, co-spon­
sored by the ArmenianS tudies Pro­
gram and the St. Paul Armenian 
Church, titled, "An Evening with 
Two Authors" included readings 
fromKherdian ' srecentnovels, tell­
ing of personal experiences and 
background of both Kherdian and 
Hogrogian David Kherdian and Nonny Hog.rogian 

David Kherdiari, noted as an 
author, · poet, translator and past 
editor, is widely known for his 

Newbery Award winning "DOvel,_ 
The RoadfromHome, and his most 
recent novel, I Called'It Home. 

BU Fresno apter 
in conjunction with the 

Armenian Studies Program 
·of California State University, Fresno 

present 

-KA OON-A 
CJ..wnnzli. w 

A Celebration of Music and Fine Art 
Featuring Outstanding Young Musicians 

Violinist: Aroussiak Baltaian 
Pianists: Maria Amirkhanian and Sarkis Balta ian 

~nd an art exhibit of paintings by 
William Saroyan, Robert Setrakian, Norma Yaglijian 

Sunday, May 24, 1998 
· 3:00p.m. 

Concert Hall-Music Buildi~g :. 
CSU Fresno campus · 

$15 General Adritission • $7 Students 

For reservations and infonrzation, 
call the Armenian Studi~s Program 278-2669 (days) 

. . ' 

• 298-1111 or 439-4921 (evenings) 
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Remaining books in the next issue. 

developed. 
Kherdian made one feel the 

nostalgia of those early days gone 

CD 
.Review 

~ 

The Chookasian En-
semble CD is a live recording of a 
concert performed 4t the Los An­
geles Public Library /Mark Taper 
Concert Ha.ll. The Ensemble per­
form classical Armenian traditional 
folk songs and dances. These se­
lections were written by such fa- . 
mous composers as Sayat Nova, 
Go midas, Koussan Ashod and oth­
ers. 

The Chookasian En­
semble features John and his wife, 
Barbara Chookasian. Also part of 
the Ensemble are Garo Bedrossian, 
Sourik Mekhrabian, · Haig 
Tashchyan, and Jirayr Bag~ian. 
The Ensemble instrumentation in­
cludes the oud, tar, kanun,. dudak, 
clarinet, bass guitar, guitar ~ 
tompoog, and dahul. · 

AB TI AL, Cont. 
~oq~ age 

hope to report in more detail on these 
meetings when I retun1 to Fresno. 
· In OctOber I was invited by the 

Armenian Ministry of Culture and th.e 
Am~rican.' University of Armenia 'to 
conduct a ten day film-festival devoted 
t~ Armenian~American filmmaker, 
Rout>en ¥~o~l~ao: Willi the' help 9f 
the UCLA film archive and our own 
Armenian Sti:Jcli~s·Pro gram (especially 

, , • , ,. I I 'I I ' 

Fran Ziegler, our secretary), cosponsor 
of the festival, Armenians were able to 
see· iw~rve Mamoulian films; frbin his 
first, Applau~ o'f1929,·tO his las t, Silk 
Sto~·kin¢·s 8f' 19~7 . Mbst baa never 
been· shown in Armenia ot' the former 
Soviet Union~ A~dftoriuffis at both the 
Cinema House and the American'Uni­
~ersity were packed. I will try to repeat 
the festival in ·the 'fall in Fresn~ ·in a 
special cotirse · dev~ted to the 1 OOth 
anniversary of Mamouliari ' s birth. 

In November, I read a paper on the 
illustrations of the An::il.enian version 
of the Romarice bf Alexander ttie Great 
at a three day ~onference spons~red by 
UNESCO and the, U~iversity of Paris 
on Alexander. My interest was de­

. voted to tfie oldest ill us trilled Arme-
nian version dfthe'Historyof Alexander 
tlie Great. the t'alnous · 

· 'veniceMe'khitar'isimanuscriptof · 
the early fourteenth century which' still 

by. One could see the sights he 
saw, hear the sounds he heard and 
smell the inviting smells that he 
once experienced. The reading of 
his many works, stories and memCk 
ries came alive with vivid detail 
and imagination. 

An excerpt from the book I 
Called It Home, reveals a lot about 
~e true life of the community where 
Kherdian lived with his own people, 
who shared the same ideals, values 
and customs. "Also, we ate the 
same foods at home, slept under the 
same covers- called yourghans 
(woolen quil ts), shared · the 
samevalues of frugality, suspicion, 
common sense, truth telling (withi.n 
reason), respect for our elders, hon­
esty (up to a point), shrewdness, 
and, above all, we valued money, 
education, family solidarity,- and 
love of God." 

The well known local author, 
William Saroyan, played a signifi­
cant role in Kherdian's life and 

.7 
infl uenced his style and technique 
ofwriting. Saroyan taught him that 
"all experiences are equal- raw 
material" and that Kherdian didn ' t 
need anything but himself in his 
writing. 

Among the interesting anec­
dotes Kherdian related was about 
how he met and !llarried his gra­
cious wife, Nonny Hogrogian, who 
has made his circle complete as an 
accomplished artist and illustrator 
of children's books . 

Hogrogian, who is a three-time 
recipient of the Caldecott Award 
for her illustrations, was born in 
New York City and attended Hunter 
College, majoring in Art. 

At the conclusion of the lec­
ture, Kherdian answered many 
questions from an interested audi­
ence, who afterward rushed to. the 

· tables to .examine and purchase a 
good sampling of both authors' 
works. 

ARMENJANsoNGS&DANCES 
,,..~\.·b<;HOOKASIAN ENSEMBLE 

. ;Ad.:r 

Tilt-~· G"""' ..... U8iled SIIIOS or Aatrial ..... ptrfo ....... Tradilloul 
A,..niloa Cloaical, Foklork, .r. TrHbacl~r Masic, a1d Fol~ DaaHI-of 

Euarn aad Wnaera A,.t'n&. 

So much of our time is 
spent t>n listening to more modern 
music that there isn't as m~~Y 
people listening to our wonderful 
older Armenian traditional songs 
and dance music anymore. We 
m1,1sthear them and appreciate them 
f.or they represent a part of our rich 
heritage. 

Songs such as "Hars Em 
pnoum," which is about a young 
bride who is going to be married 
and her feelings, is a great example 
of what people are missing if they 
don't have and -listen to these 

preserves more the 80 of its once 120 
· miniature paintings. Since the confer­

ence, I have become more and more 
attracted by this unstudied area of Ar­
menia art and have began a more pro­
found examination of what is the only 
extensive cycle of secul~ miniatures 
in the whole of medieval Armenian 
painting. I will include this research in 
a· special _lecture at the University of 
Geneva in May and in my sabbatical 
report when I return. . 

Last week, amostimpressive three 
day international conference on the 
Armenian Genocide' was held at the 
·sorbonne in Paris under the ·title 
" L ' Actualite . du Genoc,ide des 
Armeniens," sponsored by the Com­
mjttee for the De_fense of the ~enian 
Cause (equivalent of the ANC in the 
United States), scliolars from the United 
States including recent speakers in our 
Fresno State Armenian Lecture Series 
(Richard Hovannisian, Ara Sarafian, 
Stephan Astourian), from France of 
course, especially French jurists inter­
ested in the general question of inteiQa­
tional law and genocide, two Israeli 
scholars who spoken strongly against 
their own government' s vacillatingpo·­
sition on the Armenian genocide. and 
two Turkish historians, one from Ger­
many, Fikret Adanir .• and one from 
Istanbul. Ragib Zarakolou, who to­
gether with his wife published Turkish 

songs." Anush Davigh". is also 
another great classic available on 
this CD. 

The traditional folk songs 
played on this CD are not only very 

I 

beautiful but they vital to keeping 
the Armenian culture alive. Its nice 
to have a number of these songs all 
on one CD. 

This CD is great to have 
in your collection. To obtain a 

. copy of either a CD or a cassette, 
you can contact John Chookasian; 
2511 West Bro~ning, Fresno, CA 
93711; C209Y449-1777. 

translations of V ahakn Dadrian' s and 
Yves Temon's books on the genocide 
and were imprisoned for it. .My own 
contribution "Confiscation of Arme-· 
nian Property and the Destruction of 
Armenian Historical Monuments as a 
Manifestation of the Genocide Pro­
cess," was a continuation' of my earlier 
testimony in 1984 to the .hitemational 
People's Tribunal which concluded that 
a genocide was committed agafnsnhe 
Armenian by the Turkish g6veriunent. 

Many think a sabbatical is an ex­
tended summer vacation; perhaps' for 
some it is, but most scholars and teach­
ers use the time to carefully consider 
questions or finish writing books "Yhich 
are impossible with the heavy under­
graduate teaching load at CSUF. This 
summer will be no exception, . tying 
together loose' ends from : all these 
projects and seeing at least one o( them 
through the press. But of course a real 
vacation away from libraries, manu­
scripts and writing is much anticipated 
for July or August. 

This interim report is for those 
who follow the scholarly side of the 
Armenian Studies Program 'until the 
fali semester when a thorough one will 
be present, and with slid~s! 

,• 

. . .. ~. 



-

8 Hye Sharzhoom 

Armenians At Work in Fresno·county 
The photos below repr~sent a few of the pictures which Dr. 
Kaprielian has collected as part of the Oral History Project. They 
depict various aspects of Armenian work/life in Fresno County. 
From time to time, Hye Sharzhoom will publi sh parts of the 
collection. In the future, we expect to publish a se t of photos 
depicting Armenians at prayer, at the table, and at weddings. 

May 1998 

·Vahan Andreasian 

We continue to colleCt pictures, clippings, letters and other-docu­
ments pertaining to the Armenian experience in the Fresno area. At 
the present time we are particularly interested in receiving items 
relating to the raisin industry as we are preparing the papers 
presented at the Raisin Symposium f.or pub lication . Items may be 
donated or they may be loaned and we will copy them at our own 
expense. For further information, please contact Dr. Isabel 
Kaprielian, 278-6493. .__1-'-9.....;;.15=-=G=r=an=d=f=a=th=e=r=H=o=v=a=n=e=s::.._J..:..::o:=.::h=n~A:._g_b_a_s_h_ia_n__:j 

Armenian Coffee Shop-Fresno ca. 1918-1919 
(Photo courtesy of daughter Heien Sahagian) 

KAZAN, Cont. from Page 1 

cial occasion. 

Henry S. Ka.Zan on December 24, 
1935. They enjoyed a marriage of 62 
years, before Mrs. Kazan passed away 
in October of 1997. 

ASO, Cont. from Page 1 

also was full of interesting · 
events. The ASO went out a 

A little over two years ago, on 
April 8, 1996, President Welty an­
nounced a gift from the Kazans of 
over $300,000 for the establishment 
of the HenryS. Khanzadian Kazan 
Professorship in Modem Armenian 
and Immigration History. DL Isabel 

Kaprielian is the first Kazan Profes­
S?r. Th'at gift was the first step in ·a 
continuing relationship betwe~n the 
Kazans, the Armenian Studies Pro­
gram, and the Fresno community, 

Scott Warrington, Director of De­
velopment was the Master of Cer­
emonies for .t~e evening. Comments 
on the establishment of the fund were 
made by Dr. Michael Ortiz, Provost 

and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs; Dr. Vida Samiian, Associate 
Dean of the School of Arts and Hu­
manities; Dr. Ellen Gruenbaum, Dean 

· CO\lple of ti!JleS with the Agricul­
tural group from Armenia. This 
gave rpembers a sense of how 
different life is in other place 
around the world . . 

Mr. HenryS . Kazan spoke at the 
reception about J:iow he had become 
close to Fresno State and expressed 
the reasons why he had supported the 
Armenian Studies Program. Henry 
Kazan is committed to research and 
scholarships because among his 

. nieces and nephews; there are three 
professors deeply dedicated to writ­
ing and research. This is a family 
which has a tiadi tion of achievement 

of the School of Social Sciences; and 
Barlow Der Mugrdech_ian of the Ar­
menian Studies Program. 
· Dr. Harold Aram Veeser, grand­

nephew of the Kazans, portr~yed the 
lifeofM. Victoria Karagozian Kazan, 
through the eyes of her family. In a 
moving and revealing c.QJ11IIX?ntary .._: ·. ·: 
he explained the source ·of ·her love · · 
and devotion for family and educa- . . 

tion, which culminated in the estab­
lishment of the Kazan Fund. 

in higher education. The vision of HenryS. Kazan and 
Mr. Kazan was an indirect survi- M. Victoria Karagozian Kazan has 

vor of the Armenian Genocide, a · helped the Armenian Studies Pro­
" lucky" survivor who never forgot gram move closer to a Program that 
those who had been left behind in his supports research and publication, as 
home of Zara. He and his mother well as underg~aduate teaching. 
were the only survivors from that Through the support of he and his 
village, having escaped only months wife, the Armenian Studies Progra 
before th~ Armenian Genocide. How of California State University, Fresno 
appropriate it is that the announce- has become an even stronger Pro­
ment of the Kazan Fund was made gram, able to attract students fro 
only a week after April 24, the 83rd throughout the United States and the · 

anniversary commemoration of that world. 
Genocide. Mr. Kazan is c9mmitted Because of the M. Victoria 
to support instruction in the area of .Karagozian Kazan Fund for Arme­
Amienian History, the Genocide and nian Studies her name will continue 
Immigration History of the late 19th to live through the work of scholars 
and early 20th century because he and students here at CSU Fresno. 
does not want the memory of that era The many other friends and sup­
lost. He is committed to the memory porters of the Armenian Studies Pro­
of the Armenian Genocide. gram along with the Kazans have 

M. Victoria Kazan was born on ensuredtheperpetuationanddissemi­
November 28, 1910 and married nation of Armenian culture. 

Thank You Donors 
Thank You Donors 

In rhe last update in Hye 
Sharzhoom the ASO intramural 
team was 1-1 and needing 
another win to get a good spot in 
the playoffs. Well in dramatic 
fashion the ASO intramural team 
won their third game 48-4 7 to 
b~ome 2-1 and one of the higher 
seeds in the playoffs. The team 
finally had gelled and its mem­
bers were: Arthur Adjemian, 
Arakel Arisian, Aaron Carlson, 
Hovig Torigian, Rob 
Mackertichian, and David 
Melikian. The fi.rst round of the 
playoffs was also played.a tough 

Fresno Street Free Market 
(Photo Courtesy grand-daughter Janice Andreasian) 

team and many saw us as 
underdogs. But once again we 
prevailed and won by a very 
close margin, 2 points. So the 
team was in the Sweet Sixteen 
and was very excited. Unfortu-. 
nately, in the second round only 
fiye players made it and we lost 

by 5. None the less it was a great 
season an.d it was a great experi­
ence. 

On April 4th,. the ASO 
~xecutive went to Los Angeles to 
·meet with all of the other 
Armenian Student Club execu­
tives. It was a fun and educa­
tional experience (read more 
about this trip-on page 5, Univer­
sity Armenian Clubs). But more · 
than anything, April was dedi­
cated to the Armenian _Genocide. 
The ASO ha~ planned a week 
long schect.nie of event com-

. memorating the genocide. Those 

events included to film showings, 
"Hidden Holocaust" and "Back to 
Ararat", a lecture by Dr. Lev on 
Marashlian, a candlelight vigil 
(co-sponsored with Homenetmen 
and Armenian Youth Federation) 
and a commemorative rally here 
on campus. In· addition to these 
events ASO passed out informa­
tional flyers, put up an· exhibit in 
the library, and built a replica of 
the Armenian M artyrs M onument 
J n Armenia. Thanks to the help 
of '\I'men Devejian who help 
with the plans and Kenny 
Melkonian with building it, 
Barlow Der Mugrdechian, -
Michael Harutini an and Arakel 
Arisian were able to construct the 
replica. 

The last event of the 
year is going to be a barbecue 
swim party so that members can : 

. celebrate a successful year. At 
that meeting the ASO will hold 
elections and the new executive 
will have another meeting with 
all of the other Armenian Student 
clubs at l:JSC on June 28th. They 
will discuss two important events 
for next year: a student conven­
tion and an Armenian Interna­
tional Dance and Music Festival. · · ~ 

As another year comes 
to an end the ASO and its 
executive. only hope that next 
year the organization can 
improve, expand, and grow. 
With new ties and lines of 
communication with other 
student associations, there will 
be endless possibilities. The 
ASO wishes everyone a good 
summer and success in the futpre. 
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