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Historic First Visit to CSU Fresno

Student Exchange Agreement is reached with Yerevan State University

By Armen Aghishian
Staff Writer
and
Barlow Der Mugrdechian
Advisor

The historic first visit of Yerevan State
University President Dr. Norair Arakelian
to California State University, Fresno took
place February 9-11,1992 and culminated
with the signing of a five year agreement
on cooperation between the two institu-
tions.

Dr. Arakelian, his wife Marietta, and’
Vice-President for International Relations

Rafael Matevossian, were in the United
States at the invitation of Dr. John Welty,
President of CSUF and Dr. Dickran
Kouymjian, Haig and Isabel Berberian
Profesor of Armenian Studies and Barlow
Der Mugrdechian of the Armenian Stud-
ies Program.

The Sarkis and Meliné Kalfayan Center
for Armenian Studies co-sponsored the
visit and also helped organize a series of
events with the San Joaquin Valley com-
munity.

Dr. Arakelian and his delegation met
with President Welty on Monday morn-

on behalf of the University accepted an
8th century B.C. drinking vessel from the
Gumairi region of Armenia, which was
given by Dr. Arakelian as a symbol of the
ties between the universities and in recog-
nition of the ancient history of the Arme-
nians.

Dr. Kouymjian hailed the agreement as
animportnat first step in the ever growing
ties between the Republic of Armeniaand
the United States. The agreement calls for
the exchange of up to five students per
year to study in fields of their choosing at
the host institution. A summer study op-
tion will also be available to CSUF stu-
dents. Provisions will also be made for
faculty exchanges and research to take
place in a cooperative atmosphere.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, who will be
coordinating the various programs, re-
marked that CSUF students now had a
very special opportunity before them,
through which they could see in person
what they had learned about through
Armenian Studies courses.

The purpose of the agreement for stu-
dentsisnotonly to leamn through studying,
butalsotoexplore anew environmentand
culture. Dr. Arakelian aptly stated that
“The program benefits not only the stu-

A full schedule of activities for the
guestsincluded adinner with the members
of the Kalfayan Center for Armenian
Studies, a public lecture at the St. Paul
Armenian Church, and a special dinner
hosted by CSUF President Welty in honor
of the guests. During the dinner Dr. Welty
received a bottle of specially prepared
“We'ty” cognac and in return received an

engraved plaque.

Following the signing of the agreement,
an open forum discussion was held with
members of the campus community. Fac-
ulty and students joined with members of
the Armenian Students Organization, and
the press to discuss and compare higher

Please see Visit, page 8

Left to right: Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Dr. Norair Afakelia—ll, Dr. John Welty,

and Rafael Matevossian.
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Too Much of an Armenian?

By Jeff Ahronian
Editor in Chief

Is there such a thing as being too much
of an Armenian? That is, while living as
a citizen of the United States, is it neces-
sarily wrong to think, eat, drink, and act
totally Armenian every day of the week,
every week of the month, and every month
of the year? To exhibit totally nationalis-
tic Armenian thoughts and actions?

It is indeed a rather subjective ques-
tion which could be argued and debated
overand over. However, it is the author’s
opinion thatacting totally in one extreme,
radical manner day-in and day-out may
not be healthy. For example, the "profes-
sional” or self-righteous Armenian - one
who takes issues over obsessively - risks
greatly altering the way that person and
the rest of that person’s culture is subse-
quently viewed by others.

Thus, I have provided a valuable,
proven system in which one can keep tabs
on loved ones and make sure they don’t
succumb to the dangers of total Armeni-
anism. The following are five early-wam-
ing signs identifying an Armenian who
has indeed finally flipped:

* * *

Being able to recite the entire Arme-
nian National Anthem backwards
Being able to recite the entire Arme-
niap National Anthem could have been a
justifiable criteria in itself - but back-
wards? Now that’s going just a little too
far, after all, one out of a hundred can't
even tell you the title is "Mer Hayrenik."

Decorating one's car with various
unnecessary items

For example, having a yellow triangle
in the back window of one's automobile

Alice Peters

Meline & Sarkis Kalfayan
Dianne & Arnold Gazarian
Diana & Nerses Dermenjian

The following provided special support for the
visit of the Rector and Vice-Rector of
Yerevan State University to CSUF

Alice & Berge Bulbulian
Penny & George Emerzian
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that reads "Crazy Armenian Driver on
Board." The triangles went out of style sev-
eral years ago along with the numerous
tacky bumper stickers plastered over the
entire bumper and windows.

Watching Armenian Teletime just to
check out 'beautiful Armenian babes'

Now listen, there are a lot of other places
to check out ‘beautiful Armenian babes.’
Watching a television program is not the
way todoit. Getoutside - go to a picnic - go
to  church - go to a female mud wrestling
match...

Shaving the shape of Armenia into one’s
hair

Everybody has witnessed the recent fad
of rebellious youths shaving words or even
objects and symbols into the back of their
heads, yet, the thought of shaving the shape
of Armenia into one’s hair would be
ludricrous. Just think of how many times

you’d heér the question, “What’s that
supposed to be?” Followed by, “What’s
Armenia?”’

Painting one’s house the three colors
of the Armenian flag

First off, red, blue, and orange do not
match remarkably well. Second off,
painting one’s House with those colors
would be extremely gawdy and eventu-
ally take the appearance of the Par- .
tridge Family Bus - nota smart thing to
do if you’re thinking about someday
selling the house.

* ® #

Again, it is extremely important
that you keep an eye out for the five
early warning signs mentioned above.
Remember, having (or even being for
that matter) too much of one thing is
never a ‘wise’ thing to do.

ASO, Vintage Days
Committee reach compromise

By Richelle A. Noroyan
Staff Writer

During the first week of February, the
Armenian Students Organization (ASO)
and the Vintage Days Committee (VDC),
which presides over the annual CSUFresno
Vintage Days activities, worked out a
compromise concerning the April 24
genocide commemoration. This year,
Armenian Rememberence Day and part of
the Vintage Days Festival will both occur
on the same day, Friday, April 24. The
compromise states that an area of respect
will be established in the Free Speech
Area and some Vintage Days activities
will be halted between the hours of 11:00
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on April 24.

Due to problems in the past concern-
ing this scheduling conflict, Khatchig
Jingirian Jr., president of the ASO at the
time, Robin Saroyan, a member of the
ASO, and myself, chair of the April 24
planning committee, went before the VDC
originally requesting thatno Vintage Days
activities take place between the hours of -
10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. This included a
halt to all vintathalon events, closing of
food booths in the Boomtown Carnival,
and the halting of music events in the ‘Pit’
area.

Many ASO members felt that these ac-
tivities, out of respect for victims of war,
should be halted. The ASO made its first
proposal ata VDC meeting on January 30.
Instead of voting on the requests that the
ASO brought before the January 30 meet-
ing; Migpel Magos, chair-of-the ‘VDC

{\ ial meeting on Febru»

ary 4 to discuss acompromise between the
two groups. Some members of the ASO
were upset at not receiving a decision
during that January 30 meeting. “We
expected an answer at that meeting and
did not receive one - they never gave us a
straightforward answer.” Jingirian said.
The ASOalso felt the VDC was stalling in
making a decision.

At the February 4 meeting, the ASO
compromised by suggesting that activi-
ties only be halted from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m.,and also accepted that food booths at
the Boomtown Carnival could sell food
during those hours. Just as the parties felt
the compromise was set, Kathi Waddle,
chair of the Vintathalon Events Commit-
tee, mentioned that the water event could
only be held at 11:00 a.m. because the
organization that was sponsoring the event
could only be available at that time. The
ASO found this unacceptable and re-
quested that the VDC either approve or
deny their requests. Magos then stated
that the VDC could not vote on ASO
requests because the meeting was a spe-
cial meeting. The ASO was told by Magos
that it would definitely receive an answer
at the next VDC meeting on February 6.

After the meeting, Jingirian discov-

Please see Compromise, page 3
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An Editorial on Current Armenian Affairs

By M. Levon Bedrosian
Staff Writer

Nowdays, all I seem to hear in the Ar-
menian Community is that Armenia needs
money. Ido not intend to undermine the
good intentions of many relief organiza-
tions, butI feel compelled to ask, “why are
we giving so much money to Armenia?”

Am I reading the paper wrong, or is
Armenia currently at war with the Azer-
baijan republic of the ‘now defunct’ So-
viet Union. It seems to me that the
majority of any monetary relief would go
directly to the purchase of weapons in-
stead of food or clothing - something that
Armenians most desperately now need.

It is great that Armenians now have a
place to call a homeland, but is that what

we really want? Is the East side of Mt.
Ararat our true and God given homeland?

E * *

This time last year, the Armenian Com-

munity was rallying for the passage of the .

bill in the U.S. Congress to set April 24 as
a day of rememberence for the Genocide.
This year, however, the only thing people
seem to be talking about is a free Republic
of Armenia. Have I missed something
here? Has the Turkish government recog-
nized the Genocide? Have the lawmakers
passed a bill for a day of rememberence?

As of today, the Turkish government
is in desperate need of aid due to the
recent major earthquakes in Turkey. Why
don’t Armenians use this as an opportu-
nity to getabill passed. Currently, Turkey
is in no position to lobby against any leg-
islation because they are depending onthe
United States for aid. I am not saying that

[ etters to

what happened to the Turkish people is
good, because any loss of human life is a
tragedy - the Genocide was a tragedy. But
we should take every opportunity avail-

able to try and get a day of recognition in
the United States before the survivors of
the Genocide are merely part of our memo-
ries.

Compromise, from page 2

ered by reading the VDC bylawas that a
vote could have been taken to decide on
the ASO requests. When Jingirian ap-
proached Magos after the meeting con-
cerning this, Magos admitted he had made
a mistake and that he accepted all of the
blame.

At the next VDC meeting, eight ASO
members and advisor Barlow Der
Mugrdechian attended to add support for
the requests. Without much discussion,
the VDC approved all of the requests that
the ASO was asking for.

After approving the requests, Magos
felt a lot had been accomplished by the
two groups. “I’m excited to sit down with
the students,” Magos stated. “There is too
much administration inputand notenough
students making the decisions.”

ASO members were pleased with the
approval of the requests, but were not
completely happy with the VDC. Besides
feeling resentment for having to attend
three separate meetings to get an answer,
it is difficult to be civil when Armenian
students have to compete with a ‘water
game’ inorder tocommemorate the Geno-
cide.

the Editor

Dear Editor:

You are to be commended for the great
service you render to the Armenian com-
munity through your fine informative
publication.

With the rapid development and
changes taking place in Armenia and the
Diaspora your newspaper is a most wel-
come addition in every Armenian home.
Sincerely yours,

John Baronian
Trustee Emeritus and Overseer

Tufts University

Medford, MA

Dear Editor:
On behalf of the Academician-Secre-
tary of the Armenian Academy of Sci-
ences History and Economics Department
Hrachik Simonian, allow us to express our
heartfelt grativude for the Hye Sharzhoom
newspaper, amiably sent to Presidium by
your highly esteemed establishment.
With best regards and cordial respect,
Dr. Gayane Makhmourian
Secretary of the Armenian Academy
of Sciences and International
Relations Commission

Yerevan, Armenia

Dear Editor:

Thank you for sending us a copy of
Hye Sharzhoom. 1t is nice to know Arme-
nians are numerous and well organized in

the U.S.A. I congratulate you in this fact

on behalf of Warsaw Armenians.

I enclos our latest English report on
our activities. Our group here is small, but
a large number of native Poles are inter-
ested in our lectures and publications.
There are people who lived before WWII
in the region of Luvov. There they lived
side by side with a numerous and well or-

ganized group uf Armenians who were an
important group in the social life of the
town until WWII dispersed them all over
the present territory of Poland.

I thank you once again.
Cordially yours,
Leon Ter Ohanian
Warsaw, Poland

Dear Editor:

I am sending you my small contribu-
tion in order that you may continue to
promote the Armenian culture, history and,
above all, the Armenian language among
the new generation of Armenians in the

Simon the Mouse By Jeff Ahronian
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Chooljian keeps family tradition going

By Jeff Ahronian
Editor in Chief

Gerald Chooljian, manager of Del Rey
Packing Co., decided to get into the raisin
packing business because he wanted to
keep the family tradition going. For the
past 15 years, he has done just that and has
seen the company go through many
changes.

The packinghouse was started in the
1920’s by Gerald’s grandfather, Neshan
Chooljian, who was looking for a better
way to market his own crop. Today, the
company ships raisins to different coun-
tries all over the world.

Chooljian admits that a lot has changed
since when he first started working at the
family packinghouse. “Most of the work
was done by hand, in fact,  remember one
of my jobs was having to glue boxes
together with a paintbrush. Now, mostly
everything has been automated in order to
keep up with the competition.”

Chooljian was recently elected chair-
man of the California Raisin Advisory
Board (CALRAB), which is the official
marketer and promoter of California rai-
sins. CALRAB uses advertising agencies
and public relations firms to market rai-
sins to a world-wide audience. CALRAB
also takes up a lot of Chooljian’s time and
has him travelling atleast five or six times
ayear promoting the raisin industry across
the U.S. and abroad. “The travelling is
hard,” he admits. “There’s a lot of meet-
ings and hotels - it’s strictly a job.”

Chooljian, who has been to such places
as India, China, Thailand, Europe, and
London, has never been to Armenia, al-
though, he hopes to oneday travel there.

Chooljian, who graduated from CSU
Fresno in 1976 with a degree in ag-eco-
nomics and now serves on the Viticulture
and Enology Resource Center at CSUF,
notices some startling differences begin-
ning to take place on and around the
campus. “There’snow parking lots where
we used to grow grapes,” he states. “It
seems as if the school is losing some of its
‘ag’ identity.”

Chooljian definetly has a hard time
keeping up with all of his diverse activi-
ties. Aside from being a devoted family
man to his wife Tammy and children Chad
and Courtney, he is active in numerous
differentorganizations. Heisamember of
the Knights of Vartan, the Selma Triple X,

the Del Rey Lions, a coach for his son’s
basketball team, and is also active within
the church, being both a sub-deacon and a
past parish council member. He was also
once a member of the Ag Leadership
Program and, was just recently appointed
by the Governor to serve on the Agricul-

ture Co-operative Bargaining Association

* Advisory Board which meets in Sacra-

mento. -

When he isn’t busy with attending
meetings and conferences, the recent
CALRAB charrman loves playing golf
and rooting for the San Franscisco Giants.

Hye Profile: Gerald Chooljian

- Occupation: General manager of Del

Rey Packing Co.

Born: November 15, 1954 in Sanger,
California.

Marital Status: Married to Tammy.
Children: 2, Chad and Courtney.

The purpose of my job is: Overseeing
the complete operation of Del Rey
Packing Co. from growing to packing to
marketing of raisins.

First Job: Salvaging raisins out of
improperly wrapped packages.

What I enjoy most about my job: The
interaction with people from around the
world. Also, in this business you have
very few dull moments.

I realized I wanted to be involved in
raisin packing when: I used to see my
grandfather, father, and uncle working
together; I wanted to continue the family
tradition.

My most embarrassing moment ever
was: One year at church camp I set up
an alarm system to prevent cabin
raiding. Well, one night at about 2 a.m.
the staff came by for bed check and set
off the alarm. The next morning I had
to report to the office. I was so embar-
rassed because these people knew my
parents very well. I was really scared,
but everything turned out o.k. To this
day we still talk about that alarm
system.

The person who has had the most
impact on my life is: My uncle Dick
Osganian. He showed me if you had the
determination to do something and
worked hard at it you could succeed.
All time favorite television show:
Leave It To Beaver.

All time favorite movie: Field of
Dreams.

Favorite food: Lamb chops at the
Chicago Chop House.

Favorite vacation spot: Las Vegas.
Favorite sport: Baseball. =

" People who make me laugh are: The

Tigers Club.
Biggest regret: I did not go to graduate

_school to continue my education.

If I could change one thing about
myself, I’d: Be a better teacher in trying
to convey a thought or instructions to
another person. ;

Best gift I ever gave; My wife’s
wedding ring.

Best gift I ever received: My two
children Chad and Courtney.

Fondest childhood memory: Spending
a lot of time with my grandmother Rose
Osganian. She taught me how to play
pinochile with her friends.

Favorite way to relax: Playing golf.
Biggest gripe: I cannot understand why
people with the same objectives have to
differ on opinions for only personal rea-
sons. In life, people are all looking for
the same thing.

I’m most proud of: Being elected
Chairman of the California Raisin
Advisory Board. .

30 years from now, I will be: Hope-
fully doing the same thing, but in a
reduced capacity and spending a lot of
time with my grandchildren.

Hagopian Gives Concert

On Sunday, March 15, Richard
Hagopian and his orchestra, along with
the Arax Dancers, highlighted the first
program in a series entitled Folk Roots
Fresno. The event was sponsored by The
School of Arts and Humanities of CSU
Fresno as well as The National Endow-
ment of the Arts. The performances took
place at the CSU Fresno Satellite College
Union.

Project Director Gene Bluestein wel-
comed those in attendance and thanked all
for thier participation. “These concerts
and programs are being held to celebrate
and acknowledge the diverse folk music
around us in this community.” "

The first portion of the program in-
cluded about a dozen folk selections by
Richard Hagopian. Of the many songs
perfomed, were those by Tateos, Seboo
Laminian, and Hrant.

The second part of the program in-
cluded some traditional folk dances per-
formed by the Arax Dancers, who often
work together with Hagopian and his or-
chestra. The Arax Dancers, which began
as a church group, have been performing
independently for over 18 years.

Hagopian, known throughout the world
as 'a master of the oud', now serves on an
advisory committee of the California Arts
Council.

April 24 Calendar of Events

The commemoration will begin in the
Free Speech Area at 11:00 a.m. of
the CSUF campus on Friday April 24.

There will be a display table set
up with facts and information
concerning the Genocide.

At 12:00 p.m., speakers will include:

Congressman Richard Lehman

City Councilman Tom Bohigian

Fresno Mayor Karen Humphrey
as-well as others: - « -~ - -+

Following the outdoor commemoration,
there will be a 'round tablé' discussion

entitled "How to get the Genocide rec-
ognized by the U.S. government?”

6:30 p.m. the San Joaquin Valley
Armenian Community Council is
sponsoring a reiigious commemoration
to be held at the First Presbyterian
Armenian Church. It will be followed
by, at 8:00p.m., by a civic commemo-




Hye Sharzhoom @ March 1992

NEWS

Page 5

Armenian/North American
Literature is discussed

By Armen Aghishian
Staff Writer

“The usages of symbolism are perhaps
the mosi periinent aspecis of Arnicnian/
North American Literature,” stated Pro-
fessor Lorme Shirinian upon the com-
mencement of the 1-unit Armenian Lit-
erature class offered by the CSU Fresno
Kalfayan Center for Armenian Studies.
The class was held on Friday February 21,

. and Saturday, February 22.

Dr. Shirinian is presently a professor
of English and Comparative Literature in
the Department of Literary Studies at the
College Militaire Royal de Saint Jean. He
received his Ph.D. in Comparitive Litera-
ture from the Universite de Montreal and
has authored several books, including one
on Armenian-North American Literature.

Dr. Shirinian began his class with a de-
tailed, yet consise overview and descrip-
tion of the diaspora. “The concept of the
Diaspora has numerous implications for
Armenians. It was a necessary means of
salvation from, among other things, the
Genocide by the Turks.” He also provided
demographical data pertaining to the
“Spiurk” diaspora. “Nearly two million
Armenians live in what we know and
consider to be the Spiurk.” The term
“diaspora” comes from the Latin word
sperro which means to scatter things or
people. Dr. Shirinian also provided the
students with some interesting demo-
graphic data pertaining to the diaspora.
“Almost half of all Armenians hve in the
diaspora.”

Dr. Shirinian later went on to give an
overview of the course. The focus of the
class was Armenian/North American Lit-
erature from 1930-1992, “a period of our

irinian

Dr. Lorne

litera:ure which received little analysis.”
He alsoadded that the Genocide is the
active symbol by which we as Armenians
are perceived. Specifically, the Genocide
has given birth to many motifs, images,
symols and representations in Armenian
Literature. “Genocide, indeed, is the most
important symbol in our literature.”
Among the many various works and

. authors studied and discussed were Peter

Najarian, David Kherdian, William Sa-
royan, as well as some of Dr. Shirinian’s
own works. From analyzing and discuss-
ing Peter Najarian’s Voyages and William
Saroyan’s Countrymen, How Do YouLike
American?, Dr. Shirinian commented that
in post-Genocidal literature, an over-
whelming issue has been the inability of
the Armenian male to find a mate or sexual
contentment. “This problem has commu-
nicated itself through a number of various

Please see Shirinian, page 8

Graduate Student from

Armenia at CSUF

By Eva Sevian
Staff Writer

Twenty-seven year old Artashes Ghan-
dilian of Yerevan, Armenia is the first stu-
dent from Armenia to ever study at Califor-
nia State University, Fresno. He arrived in
January of 1992 to spend one semester as a
graduate student in the field of Crop Sci-
ences at the invidation of the Armenian
Studiés Program 2nd the School of Agricul-
tura: Sciences and Technology at CSU
Fresno.

Ghandil’an is a graduate of the Arme-
nian Agricultural Institute in Yerevan, where
he is working on his doctoral degree. He
completed his graduate work in the field of
crops, specifically in hisspecialty of wheat.
San Joaquin Valley farmers have enriched
his stay by taking him on day trips to their
farms where he is learning the techniques
which make Fresno County the world‘
richest agricultural area.

The Armenian farming community in
particular has been involved with making
sure that Ghandilian has the opportunity to
see everything possible during his stay.

Ghandilian’s first visit outside of the
former Soviet Union has been an eye-
opener. From the supermarkets to the de-
partment stores, he ha been taking in the
American experience. Born and raised in
Yerevan, he had the chance to visit many of
the former Soviet Republics, but this is his
first visit to a western country. He is mar-
ried and has one daughter.

The educational system in Armenia is
rapidly changing says Ghandilian, as budg-
etaryrealities become ever more important.

By the time he returns from his short stay in

the U.S. he expects that Armenia will have
changed very much.

Ghandilian is well acquainted with
American culture enjoying music and
American films. He taught himself English
and has become fluent in a short time.
While studying at CSUF heis staying in the
dcrmitories where students refer to him by
his American nickname of Eric.

Artashes Ghandilian poses in front
of local vineyard.

Ghandilian’s stay at CSUF has been made
possible tbrough grants from the Armenian
Stuaies Program, the School of Agricul-
wuai Sciznees and Technology, the Arme-
nzar Micsicnary Association of America,
and the Armenian-American Citizen’s
League.

It is projected that more graduate stu-

dents from Armenia will be arriving next -

semester as ties between Armeniaand CSU
Fresno increase.

STUDY IN ARMENIA FOR COLLEGE ST UDENT S

Armenia Opens Doors to_Students from Diaspora for Fall 1992

As part of the Republic of Armenia’s
efforts to reach out to the world commu-
nity, Yerevan State University is encourag-
ing American university students to study
in Armenia. ‘

Yerevan State University (YSU) is the
intellectual hub of the newly independent
Armenian Republic. Both professors and
students have played a key role in the na-
tional democratic movement that has trans-
formed the Republic since 1988.

During the Soviet period, Armenia’s
system of higher education annually re-
ceived more than 1500 foreign students,
primarily from the Middle East and the
former Soviet bloc. Within the framework
of reform that has taken shape under
Armenia’s democratic government, YSU
“has sought to broaden its outreach to the

United States. Exchange agreements have
recently been signed between California
State University, Fresno, the University of
Michigan at Ann Arbor, and Northeastern
University. YSU has also set new guide-
lines for American students wishing toapply
directly to study in Armenia.

American students may now enroll at
YSU for one semester, a full year, or for
a more extensive degree program. Typi-
cally students from the United States have
focused on language, literature, and his-
tory. The majority have begun their course
of study without fluency in Armenian or
Russian. For the the 1992-1993 academic
year, Y SU plans tp make its program more
responsive to the needs of foreign students.
New intensive language classes are sched-
uled, as well as introductory survey courses

on Armenia and its culture. The application
andadmission process has also been stream-

lined. In accordance with a recent agree-
ment, the Armenian Studies Program at

California State University, Fresno will

serve as the coordinator and informational

clearinghouse for American students wish-

ing to study in Armenia.

Aside from YSU, American students are
invited to apply to other institutions of
higher learning within the Republic, in-

cluding the Yerevan State Conservatory,

the State Engineering Institute, the Yere-
van Fine Arts and Theater Institute, the
Yerevan Economics Institute, and the
Armenian Pedagological Institute.

Tuition and fees for a year long course of
study in Armenia have been set at$1500.00.

will be provided with housing at the foreign
students dormitory located in the heart of
Yerevan between the Opera House and the
Archival Library (Matenadaran). Air-fare
is not included in the fees. American stu-
dents will also be entitled to take part in
specially organized excursions and cultural
events.

Students interested in obtaining an
application for study or further infor-
mation about studying in Armenia 1992-
1993 should contact Barlow Der
Mugrdechian at the Armenian Studies
Program, California State University,
Fresno, 93740-0096, telephone (209) 278-
2669 or FAX (209) 278-2129. The dead-
line for submitting a completed applica-
tion is May 30 for the fall 1992 semester.

for the 1992-1993 acadentic year. Students™ * ** "~
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This may have been the headline in the
Yerevan Daily dated 185 B.C.

Discover 4000 years of rich history with beautiful HyeLands Map
and timeline of the Armenian people.

How many significant events in Arme-
nian history can you name?

The 19" x 25" HyeLands Map has been printed in full color using the finest quality
paper. It can be yours as an attractive leaming and reference tool. This colorful,
watercolor map is suitable for framing and makes a unique gift.

To order your HyeLands Map today, please fill out the information below and mail
along with your check or money order for $25 ($45 for 2 - save $5).

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

4 B ] G
ES { 1 want to order a colorful HyeLands Map of historic Armenia.
Please send me:

1 Map (I have enclosed a payment of $25)
2 Maps (I have enclosed a payment of $45)

Send my order to: (Please print)

ﬁKing Artashes Elected -- Second 4 Year Term" )

Name

City State Zipcode

Phone
Please send checks/money orders payable to HyeLands Map, P.O. Box 591408,

San Francisco, CA 94159-1408
: Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery

\_ Portion of proceeds donated to Armenian charities )
JOHN CHOOKASIAN Belly
FOLK ENSEMBLE N, Dancers

{209) 449-1777
2511 W. Browning
Fresno, CA 93711

Armenian - Arabic
Greek - Persian

American _Music

Youth Folk Dance Festival

John Chookasian
Folk Ensemble

Saturday, May 23, 1992

Folk Dancing Exhibition 7:00 p.m.
All Armenian church youth groups are welcomed

Holy Trinity Armenian Church Hall
“M” and Ventura

Armenian Mezza - Hors D’Oeuvres
Public is cordially invited

Sponsored by the Holy Trinity Armenian Church

for more information call John at 449-1777 or Lucile 486-1141

Donations $10

ASO Activities

By Armen Aghishian
Staff Writer

As usual, many interesting and note-
worthy eventsare occuring withregardsto
the ASO. Due to personal conflicts, ASO
President Khatchig Jingirian and Treas-
urer Arpi Ajamian resigned from their
duties on the executive. On a general
meeting heldatthe home of ZulemaRobles
on Saturday, March 14, the ASO body
voted Richelle Noroyan as President and
Rosig Kalpakian as Historian. Phil Garo
was appointed as Treasurer. The changes
are effective until the conclusion of this
Spring semester. I remain as Vice-Presi-
dent and Pam Manoogian remains as
Secretary.

Early in the spring semester, the ASO
co-sponsored a 1-unit weekend course
which washeld on Friday February 20 and

Saturday February 21. The guest lecturer
was Dr. Lorne Shirinian, professor of
English and World Literature from Mon-
treal, Canada. Several students, faculty,
and members of the community were
presentfor the class in which the works of
over a dozen Armenia/North America
writers were critically analyzed.

Planned for the remainder of the se-
mester are: acommemoration of April 24;
participation in the Annual Vintage Days
celebration, including participation in the
‘Boomtown Carnival.”

A lecture is being planned as well as
a display of Armenian culture, which is
scheduled ta appear in the CSU Fresno
Henry Madden Library in April. A Kara-
baghrally was held on Wednesday, March
25 in the ‘free speech area.” For more
information see the April 24 calendar of
events on page 4.

[ (209) 834-2214

ARABEDIAN R
EALTY

SERVING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS
ELEANOR (Ellie) GARABEDIAN - BROKER

C

9299 E. ADAMS
FOWLER, CA 93625

East - West String

Quartet 1n Concert

Prior to performance:
Adults: $12.50
Students: $7.50

For Tickets or
Information contact:

Jerry Baker 439-4887

Performing the works of
famous Armenian Composers

sponsored by the Knights of Vartan Yeprad Lodge
to benefit the Youth Educational Service Fund

Saturday, May 9, 1992
7:00 p.m.

Memorial Auditorium
2425 Fresno Street (between N and O streets)

Day of performance:
Adults: $15.00
Students: $10.00
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Shirinian, from page 5

ues to plague Armenians in the Diaspora -
the difficulty in Armenian sons getting
along and communicating openly and
freely with thier fathers. Dr. Shirinian
himself even admitted to having a diffi-
culty in communicating with his father.
The poems To my Father and For my
Father depict this scenario quite effec-
tively. Seemingly, death is the factor
which seems to get “the son” curious about
his father - a man who has suffered greatly
through the years at the hands of the Turks
and at the hands of assimilating into a

“strange new world”.

In the new world, many texts seemed to
portray dissatisfaction and a longing for
the homeland. “This shows that the adap-
tion of a new environment can and has
been discontinuous for the Armenian
People.”

Several other themes and motifs were
discussed during the two day lecture.
Proceeding the class was a short question
and answer session. Dr. Shirinian’s visit
served as an excellent educational oppor-
tunity and instigated thought and analysis
at a level beyond the ordinary. ;

Visit, from page 1
education in both countries.

Methods of increasing ties between the
universities was discussed including con-
necting Yerevan State University and
CSUF through the BITNET computer
system. Dr. Wielicki said, “ From my
experience, this new international con-
nection will serve to benefit any university

which is hooked up to it.”

Yerevan State University consists of
over 500 staff and more than 10,000 stu-
dents. According to Dr. Arakelian, “The
students are very well organized and they
even publish a weekly paper.”

After visiting several other institutions
during their two week stay, the Yerevan
State University delegation returned to
Yerevan at the end of February to begin to
implementthe various agreements signed.

Mountainous Karabagh (Artsakh)

MOUNTAINOUS KARABAGH
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Facts on Mountainoils Karabagh (Artsakh)

1 Several readers have asked about recent

events in Artsakh (Karabagh): The area
known in Russia as Karabagh, officially
declared itself the independent Republic of
Artsakh. 1. Stepanakert, the capital of the
former Autonomous Republic geographi-
cally placed within Azerbaijan by Stalin in
1923, has been 80% destroyed by rocket
shelling by the Azeri entrenched in the
town of Aghdam, Khojalu, and Shushi. 2.
Aghdam is an Azeri town outside Artsakh
now surrounded by Armenian forces and
under fire. 3. Shushi is the last remaziing
enclave of Azeris still left in Artsakh; the
Azeris have fled or been driven out of all
other regions of the territory. 4. Khojalu
was an Azeri populated town used to con-
trol the airport of Stepanakert and from
“which the capital was being rocketed.

Armenian forces seized it in a violent
campaign against a superior Azeri force.
Azerbaijani and Turkishauthorities brought
journalists in by heliocopter to photograph
adeadbody exchange between rivals forces;
the bodies were falsely identified as Azeris
massacred by Armenians. The town is en-
tirely in Armenian hands and the-airport of
Stepanakert is open once again. 5. Lachin
is an Azeri town on the western border of
Artsakh controlling the short four mile
corridor and the only road between the
Armenian Republic and Artsakh. Today it
is virtually surrounded, like Shushi and
Aghdam, by Armenian troops. Armenians
of the Republic of Artsakh have appealed to
the UN and other international bodies to
interveneinthe conflictandresolveiipeace- .
fully. [Material compiledby D.K.] "~




