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Zeytountsian, Saroyan headline
6th Annual ASP Banquet

By Armen Aghishian
Staff Writer

The California State University, Fresno
Sarkis and Meliné Kalfayan Center for
Armenian Studies and Armenian Studies
Program (A.S.P.) held their sixth annual
banqueton Sunday, October 27 at the resi-
dencedining facility with nearly 300 people
in attendance. This year’s special guests
were his excellency Berj Zeytountsian,
Minister of Culture of the Republic of
Armenia and Lucy Saroyan, daughter of
writer William Saroyan. :

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, director of the
Kalfayan Center and Haig and Isabel
Berberian Professor of Armenian Studies
was master of ceremonies. The eventalso
honored and recognized the student re-
cipients of ASP scholarships.

After the Very Reverend Father Muron
Aznikian, Dean of the Holy Trinity Apos-
tolic Church, gave the invocation, Dr.
Kouymjian thanked everyone for the
quality of their participation within the
A.S.P. Dr. Kouymjian stated that, “The
University’s goal is to teach the students -
they are the most important - our future.”
He then acknowledged the over thirty
students present by asking them all to
stand. : :

CSUF President Dr. John Welty, in his
first year as President, was attending his
first A.S.P. banquet. In his remarks he ac-
knowledged thateven though there is much
financial trouble on campus(referring to
the budget problems), that, “we celebrate
what is possible” and closed with an up-
lifting comment, “the future is bright
because we understand the importance of
education.” In addition to the President,
the acting Vice President for Academic
Affairs, Dr. Alex Gonzalez, and the Deans

Late breakmg"

news: -
CSUF financial crisis
may lead to faculty
layoff in the Arme-
nian Studies Pro-
gram in the spring

1992 semester.
Details In
next issue

of the Schools of Arts and Humanities,
Business, and Social Sciences were pres-
ent. Many faculty from the Department of
Foreign Languages and Literatures were
presentincluding Chairman Dr. Jose Elgor-
riaga. What made the evening special was
also the many friends of the Armenian
Studies Program who had traveled from
SanFranciscoand Los Angeles to be pres-
ent at the dinner.

Berj Zeytountsian has written a total
of twelve books, plays,and novels. One of
his books concerns Soghomon Telerian,
the young man whoin 1921 shotandkilled

Talaat Pasha. Following Dr.-Welty's -

remarks, BerjZeytountsian, inthe U.S.on
agrant sponsored by AT & T, spoke about
recenteventsin Armenia. During the first
part of his speech, which was in Arme-
nian, he stated that he was delighted to be
in Fresno, a city he referred to as “little
Armenia.” He expressed his jubilation for
Armenia’srecently aquired independence
and popular election and, was specifically
proud of Levon Der Bedrosian’s victory
as the first popularly elected President of
Armenia.

The second part of his lecture was in
English and Zeytountsian called for the
resignation of Mikhail Gorbachev who, as
he put it, ““is the only one to blame for the
problemsin the Soviet Union, specifically
in the Azerbaijan/Nagorno-Karabagh re-
gion.” He said, “The events that took
place in August of 1991 took place be-
cause of Gorbachev’s actions. Recent
events exposed his policies and he was a
victim and also a cause of those events. It
is time for Gorbachev to yield to other
progressive leaﬁers. Human rights viola-
tions continue against the Armenians of

Please see ASP Banquet, page 8

From left to right: Lucy Saroyan, Berj Zeytountsian, Dr. Dickran Kouymjian,
and Roxie Moradian at the Fresno Metropolitan Museum. i

Armenian Earthquake
remembered three years later

@ Library display depicts
the destruction caused
by the 1988 Earthquake

In rememberance of the December 7,
1988 Armenian earthquake, the ASO
prepared and organized an exhibit of photos
depicting the effect of the tragic and de-
structive act of nature. The display can be
seen from now to the end of the semester
on the second floor of the Henry Madden
Library.

The devastating eight point plus
tremor, whose epicenter was located near

thecities of Leninakan and Spitak resulted
in the deaths of at least 100,000 people.
According to one ASO member who
helped organize the display, “The purpose
of our display isto give everyone achance
to see how intense and destructive this
widespread quake actually was.”

Armen Aprahamian, who viewed the
display, said, “The display was awesome
- very direct - and carried a very emotional
and touching feeling.”

The approximately 20 photos depict
the earthquake and its effects on not only
the land, but also its people.
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Armenian Myths

By Jeff Ahronian
Editor in Chief

Growing up as an Armenian can be a
difficulttask attimes, especially when Ar-
menians are constantly stereotyped as
possessing certain “not-so enduring”

qualities. It then becomes necessary to -

point out these common myths and to
allow people to understand the truth be-
hind what an Armenian actually is.

* * * * #®

Aunt “what’s her name?”’

Notevery Armenian has an aunt named
Queenie, as was suggested by a Japanese
friend of mine. However, itis conceivable
io say thatevery Armenian, nestled some-
where in their family tree, does have an
aunt named Aznive.

Armenians are tightwads

Not true. Notevery Armenianischeap.
I'would be the first to admit, however, that
Armenians do have their share of frugal

Basmajian

By Janice Caprelian
Staff Writer

On February 6, 1992, you’d bet-
ter be tuned into your TV waiching the
Family Feud as five cousins from Sanger
and Fowler, California will be represent-
ing the Basmajian family. The names are
in order as we stood.: Linda Kay Abdu-
lian, Jane Bedrosian, Christine Caprelian,
Janice Caprelian, and Jonna Caprelian.

It is funny how this all began. One
afternoon, my sister Jonna and cousin
Linda were talking at my house and de-
cided to send our names in to see if we
could get on the show. I didn’t think that
we actually had a chance since they get
thousands of letters aday from families all

people, but, not every Armenian can wit-
ness moths flying out of their wallet when
they are somehow coerced into taking out
afive.

However, frugalness and cheapness are
two entirely different things - frugalness
displays a respect towards money and the
knowledge one requires to maintain that
money. Cheap is just plain cheap.

All Armenians are short
Not every Armenian is short. Why I
can think of atleast five Amenians over
6°6"... well, make that 6’1". Every time
that someone learns that I am Armenian, I
always hear the following remarks:
“You’re an Armenian? Where’d you get
your height? Your dad’snot thattall.” Itis
at that moment that I like to picture the
people living in Armenia, not one person
standing above a very astute 5°5". Ilike to
think that if I were to ever travel there that
I’d be considered a giant in society’s eyes
- sort of like mighty Godzilla roaming the
streets.
All Armenians are dark
Not true. In regards to skin color,
every race has its share of dark and light
skinned people. Thus, skin color varies

from person to person - one cannot simply
state that all Armenians have just one

certain shade of skin. I will admit, how- _
ever, that it is highly unlikely (not impos-

sible though) to find a “full-blooded”
Armenian that is blond - unless of course
she is coming out of a beauty salon with
wet hair and a bottle of Clorox tucked
under her arm.
All Armenians are hairy
Not true. Hair color and skin color usu-
ally corellate with each other however.
Armenians think they are never wrong
Not entirely true for every single
Armenian - however, some Armenians do
have a tendancy to always believe that
their way is the only way and that they are
always right. Keep in mind, not every
Armenian has this type of attitude, yet,
have you ever played an Armenian in any
sport just for fun?
All Armenian food is tasty
First off, Armenians generally have
very particular appetites and therefore
almost every Armenian food is well-sa-
vored and delicious - almost... There are
some Armenian foods, however, that are
not exactly pleasing to the palate - in fact,

there are certain foods that appear, in my
opinion, to require a sort of immunity to
the taste buds. For example, the infamous
bastermah.
All Armenians enjoy eating raisins
Believe it or not some Armenians actu-
ally do notenjoy eating one of Armerica’s
favorite, sweetest, healthiest, nutritious,
and cheapest dried-fruits. Well... that’s
their loss.

Thus, the point of this article is to show
you that an Armenian cannot be simply
labeled or stereotyped. Each and every
one of us is different in our own way and
it is these differences that bring us to-
gether.

Armenians should rejoice in what has
been accomplished over the years, and
take a light-hearted look at some of the
“not-so0” enduring stereotypes that society
has appeared to have placed on us - even
though the stereotypes are merely myths.

And it is especially important to al-
ways remember, that it is the few that give
he majority of us a bad reputation.

family to appear on Family Feud

around the country wanting to get on the
show. However, we were contacted and
set up for an interview in Los Angeles.
The interview was surprisingly short.
Afterwards, they said if they liked us we
would be called back for another inter-
view with the producer - which we did one
week later! : i
My oldest cousin Linda, the optimistic
one, kept telling us, “I know we could get
on this show. We are goodlooking bunch
of girls. How could they not want us?”
Again, we got into the car and drove
back to L.A. to meet the producer.
The producer’s name was Howard and he
looked a lot like Johnny Carson with his
white hair, white teeth and lightly tanned
face - like he had just gotten back from a
vacation in Hawaii. He talked like a big

‘manuscripts, and other material from its
wspap

-the Armenian Studies Program,

Hollywood producer with his charm, wit,
and cunning smile. I really thought we
would have it easy with such a pleasant
looking man. But I was wrong.

Once he started the interview-
iew, however, he turned into the “Pro-
ducer from Hell.”

He was veryroughonallofus. If
you answered a question, he would find
something wrong with your answer.

We played another mock round
with him and were told after the game that
if they decide to have us on the show they
would contact us in about three weeks.
They also added that if they do want us on
it could take months if not a year to get

filmed on the show.
Our wait was no more than three
days. They called my cousinsinL.A.and

we were to-appear on September 7, 1991
for taping of the show.

We weresoexcited. Weactually
had a chance to meet the MC of the Show
Ray Combs and win $10,000.

The day we were going to leave
on Friday, September 6, our grandfather
John Basmajian passed away early in the
morning. It was his name we were repre-
senting because it was a name that we as
cousins shared through our mothers being
former Basmajians.

We got our call to come back on
Sunday, November 3 through Monday
November 7. Now we were ready to face
any family on the Feud and go for that
$10,000.

Inever felt so excited and full of butter-
flies in my whole life. We registered our

Please see Family Feud Page 4

Letters to

the Editor

Dear Mr. Ahronian,

I just received the report “Minority
Rights,” compiled by the staff of the
“Commission on Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe,” 237 Ford House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515.
Dennis De Concini and Steny H. Hoyer
are co-chairman.

It covers the Ossetians in Georgia,
the Germans in the USSR, the Jews in the
USSR, the Russians in Estonia, the Poles
inLithuania, the Albaniansin Kosovo, the
Serbsin Croatia, the Hungarians in Roma-
nia, and the Turks in Bulgaria; Karabagh
is not mentioned.

I thought your paper and readers would
like to protest this outrageous bigotry.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Helen Takessian
Tuscom, Arizona

Dear Editor,
You are doing a very useful job. I
commend you and wish you success.
Again, thank you for adding my ad-
dress to your mailing list.
Sincerely,
Bishop Papken Varjabedian
Alexandria, Virginia

We'd like to hear from you!
Tell us your thoughts about
the paper by writing to:
Hye Sharzhoom
Armenian Studies Program
CSU, Fresno
Fresno, CA 93740

"An opinion is a terrible
thing to waste!"




Hye Sharzhoom ® December 1991

ASO Activities

By Armen Aghishian
Staff Writer

With the commencement of the new
Fall 1991 school semester, the Armenian
Students Organization (ASO) began its
event-filled schedule of events. Spear-
heading the 91-92 school year are the
newly elected ASO executive members:
Khatchig Jingirian, President; Armen
Aghishian, Vice President; Pam Ma-
noogian, Secretary; Arpi Ajamian, Treas-
urer; and Phil Garo, Historian.

The first event of the new semester,
held on September 5, was a general meet-
ingatRound TablePizza. Questionnaires,
as well as membership forms, were dis-
tributed in order to not only recruit more
members, but to also acquire some input
into how to improve and expand the or-
ganization and gain closer ties to the mem-
bers.

The ASO held its second general
meeting on Thursday October 10 at
Popolos Pizza. Upcoming events were
discussed. :

On Sunday, October 13, the ASO
sponsored a “free” picnic held at CSU
Fresno’s O’Neill Park. Over 40 students
attended the event. Khatchig Jingirian
served as “cook” - with other members

assisting.

On Sunday, October 20, the ASO in
conjunction with the ASP sponsored a
lecture given by California Congressman
Richard Lehman at Holy Trinity Arme-
nian Church. Congressman Lehman has
longstanding ties with the Armenian
people, most recently witnessing the ref-
erendum vote in Armenia.

On Thursday, November 7, the ASO
heldits third general meeting - thistime on
campus. The revamped constitution was
discussed and plans for the future Christ-
mas party were hammered out.

From the week of December 7-14, an
“Earthquake Rememberence” will be on
display at CSU Fresno in the Harry Mad-
den Library. The gripping series of pic-
tures portray the harshrealities of the De-
cember 7, 1988 earthquake. Students are
encouraged to see the picturesand “spread
the word.”

On Saturday, December 7, the ASO
kept up with its tradition by celebrating
Christmas with a potluck style get to-
gether at Tanya Alikian’s house. A gift
exchange made the evening quite interest-
ing.

Many more exciting events are cur-
rently being planned for the next semester
and allmembers are encouraged to partici-
pate.

: Jonna Mechlglan -
_Age: 21 Major: Psychology

"'Armemans have big noses. As an Armeman 1 have found that my nose
,Gma Slshan
'_Age. 18
[ans have attltude problems

,:Jason Shmman .
Age' 18 Major’ Busmess e

‘I ve been brought up, I have never seen a cheap Annentan

f Katle Babigian
Aper 18

Did you know?

¢ :
7 000 is the World's only quarterly pubhshed
Armeman student newspaper.
Hye Sharzhoom was first published in Apnl
1979. It now reaches homes in Armema,
Europe, South America, the Middle East,
Canada, Africa, and throughout the U.S.

. Gma Jamgochtan o

unattractxve ‘ that they have b1g noses

Simon the Mouse

"I don’t particularly care for the stereotype that suggests that all

1s fatrly small compared to other people

e really, bothers me that people repeatedly say tha

 “The stereotype that all Armemans are cheap because the way

I feel that there are many stereotypes of Annemans Two that
really irk me however are that all Armemans have b1g noses and that all
they are is hair and nose.” : -

hair.”

By J eff Ahronian Anyone who has ever

thought of writing or
working for a news pa-
per - now is your chance!

Hye Sharzhoom is look-
ing for eager, interested
staff writers or photog-
raphers.- No experience
is necessary and you will

be paid for your work.

This provides students

with a great opportunity

to develop their writing

skills and get involved
with the workings of a

newspaper. For more
information, contact the
Editor at 278-2669.

Don't just sit there and
always think "I could
have" or "Ishould have"
when you actually can!
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By Jeff Ahronian
Editor in Chief

Sarkis Kalfayan’s life has been one
of almost constant moving about. By the

time he had celebrated his 15th birthday,
he had already lived in four different parts
of the world - something that taught him
how to speak five different languages and
eventually serve as General George S.
Patton’s interpreter during World War II.

Kalfayan, who serves as the Chair-
man of the Kalfayan Center for Armenian
Studies Advisory Board, was born in Sam-
son, Turkey in 1911. He and his mother,
Aghavni, were forced to flee the country
in 1914 after the massacres began, and

lBlye Profiles

Occupation: Retired City Manager.
Born: June 29, 1911 in Samson,
Turkey.

Marital status: Yes.

Children: None.

The purpose of my job was: To
operate the city government at the most
economical and efficient way with
whatever tools available.

First job: Agricultural economist with
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation whle
attending Fresno State College (1947-
1950).

What I enjoyed most about my job:
Seeing the city I managed improving the
living standards of residents.

My most embarrassing moment ever
was: I ate a meal at a well known
restaurant only to find that when the bill
was presented I had left my pocket book
home.

The person who has had the most
impact on my life is: My wife.

All time favorite television show:
Perry Mason.

All time favorite movie: Victor
Hugo’s “Les Miserables” produced
some 60 years ago in black and white.
Favorite food: Sea food (shell fish of
all kinds).

Favorite vacation spot: Huntington
Lake where we have a cabin I built in
1954.

Favorite sport: Watching long distance
running.

People who make me laugh are:
People who try to put on an act beyond
their normal capabilities.

Biggest regret: Waiting until I returned

from WWII (age 36) before I attended
college (thanks to the G.I. Bill of
Rights).

If I could change one thing about
myself, I'd: Try to remember names of -
acquaintances the way I used to when I
was a young man. It is most embarrass-
ing.

Best gift I ever gave: Endowment of
over one-half million dollars to CSUF

for the Armenian Studies Program to

help educate needy and deserving
students.

Best gift I ever received: My wife’s
love for me.

Fondest childhood memory: Regretta-

Sarkis Kalfayan

bly we were very poor and I can’t
recollect any fond memories other than I
had to start working at the age of 15 to
provide food and shelter for our family.

My father was paralyzed due to polio. |-

Biggest gripe: The fact that the
majority of today’s Armericans have
become so self-centered instead of
thinking about what’s best for each
other.

I’m most proud of: My education and
the ability to help financially many
public institutions that help the needy.
Ten years from now, I will be:
Hopefaully still alive (remember, I am
now 80 and way past the life span of the

average American male).

Kalfayan stresses education

move to Cairo, Egypt. Kalfayan’s mother
wasa“picture bride” withaman in Racine,
Wisconsin. The below 25 degree tem-
perature was too much however for
Kalfayan’s step-father, who suffered from
rtheumatism, prompting the family to move
out west to a ‘little known’ town called
Yettem. The year was 1926 - and Kal-
fayanimmediately became attracted to the
warm climate.

In May of this year, CSU Fresno an-
nounced the naming of the Sarkis and
Meline Kalfayan Center for Armenian
Studies after the Kalfayan’s pledge of
over $500,000 to the ASP.

- When asked why he is donating to the
university, Kalfayan, who has no children
and no immediate family, replied, “If it
wasn’t for.the help of others, I wouldn’t
haveever gotten the chance to go to school
and get to where I am today. My wife and
Iare donating to the university because we
wantour heirs to be the students who will
follow us and tell anew the story of the Ar-
menian people.”

The endowment is set up to provide
scholarships .in the name of himself and
his wife, in the ndme of his parents, in the
name of his wife’s parents, and also a
specified amount towards a lectureshipin -
Armenian Studies. It is Kalfayan’s ulti-
mate wish to witness the establishment of
a second chair at the university.

Kalfayan, who maintains that educa-
tion is above all other things, graduated
from Fresno State College in 1950 with a
degree in economics. He later went on to
attend UC Berkeley and USC.
___Kalfayan’s only visit to Armenia oc-
cured in November of 1990 when he trav-
elled on behalf of CSUF in order to help
establish a student exchange program be-
tween CSUF and Yerevan University.
Kalfayan still retains very vivid memories
of his visit. “The people living in Armenia
are terribly in need of food. There is no
rice, no flour, no soup, no meat... noteven
powdered milk for the children. Hunger
is a big problem.” Kalfayan contributes
this to the fact that Azerbaijan has block-
aded Armenia and will not allow any
supplies or gasoline to enter the republic.

Family Feud continued from page 2
family in but my cousin Jane forgot to
bring her I.D. with her so she had to go all
the way home todowntown L.A. to pick it
up. Now from butterflies to a nervous
stomach. We were worried that if she
didn’t make it she wouldn’t be able to be
on the show. Welet the people in charge
know that she was coming and also had
my sister Jonna with her. She finally made
it back about an hour later.

They took us to this big room where
they fed us breakfast and went over the
rules with us. They also did pep talks with
us to getus excited and yelling for practice
on the show.

As we were eating breakfast, who
should walk in but Howard. I got nervous
all over again. I was afraid he was going
to come over and pick on me some more.
I didn’t dare go and talk to him.

He came up to our table where we were
eating and started talking to us. He was
surprisingly nice and really showed a lik-
ing to our family. He mentioned to us that
when he was going to school in New York
he dated a girl by the name of Araxi. He
also mentioned she was very beautiful. If
you are reading this paper Araxi, Howard
still hasn’t foregotten about you!

After breakfast, the families were all
escorted into the studio where the show is
taped. We all got a chance to practice
hitting the buzzer, playing a mock round
of the Feud with all the music and lights,
and practice our seating positions for the
announcement of our family.

They also that they would escort us to
the bathroom for breaks so we wouldn’t
wander off and talk to certain people of the
show. They also strated thatif they caught
us cheating by whispering answers to one
another they would stop taping and have
us thrown in jail. They gave us a lot of
bathroom breaks because they said people

- getnervous and need to use the bathroom

alot. Ididn’t think I really would utilize
it that much, but I did and so did every
other person there.

They never got to our family that day,
however. We waited behind the stage
until almost 9 o’clock p.m. The entire
studio was about 65 degrees inside and I
froze the whole time waiting.

The only entertainment we got was from
the MC himself Ray Combs. He noticed
that we were sitting there freezing and
bored. He started teasing us from the stage
between commercial breaks by spitting
water atus and sticking his tongue out. He
asked us when we were going to be on the
show and the only answer we could give
was a shrug of our shoulders and an “I
don’tknow.”

During one of the commercial breaks,
heran from the stage tousand firsthugged
Jonnaand Jane and then said, “Ican hardly
wait until you girls get on,” and ran back
due to the fact they were yelling 4 seconds
Ray.

My mother Helen was the star of the
day. She won aboom boxoutof adrawing
from the audience.

The following day, we waited

againinthe back of the frozen studio. Ray
of course kept up with his entertaining.
We were atleast being fed the whole time
during the wait. That day they gave us
leftover bagels and donuts from breakfast,
fresh fruit, cheese, cracker bread, coffee
and sodas. The only thing they failed in
providing us was blankets.

After a day of waiting and long hours in
the back, they finally called our family up.

The butterflies came back. We lined up

in our sitting positions for our entrance. If
you wonder about how the families know
when to stand up when the announcer says
the name of the family there is a person
standing in the back of the box we are
sitting in that yells “move!”
Whenever someone would say an answer
or get a buzz to a wrong answer, the stage
people would be putting up their arms as
crosses to represent a strike.

The family we played against were all
tall older brothers and their father. Their
size was very intimidating to five short
Armenian girls. They were really nice.
We got to talking with them during the
wait not realizing we would be up against
them.

They told us that when they were picked
to play us that they were kind of intimi-
dated because they thought we were all
very goodlooking and would be very dis-
tracting for them. They said they were
going to try and not look at us during the
game.

We played a total of five rounds and
won the first four in a row but lost the last

.one which decided who would play the
fast money round for $10,000.

As we went to a commercial break, we
were approached by Howard and Ray.
Howard told us how sorry it was that we
lostand that he thought we would win. He
alsoadded that he liked us so much that he
will try and bring us back again next year.

After the other family won the $10,000,
weall goton stage like the families usually
do and the theme music playing as we
congradulate the winning family. Our
mothers came back for the game and we
brought them on stage with us. They were
so embarrassed that they were hiding
behind us so the camera wouldn’t catch
themon TV.

After the taping, we signed a release
form that listed the giving of six consola-
tion prizes and $50.00 a piece. The prizes
and the money have not yet arrived. One
person told me they knew of a family who
received underwear and nylons. That may
or may not be true but we shall see what
the delivery man will bring us.

Above all, the experience was one I

..wouldn’t trade for anything. The people
were great and treated us like family.

Next year we may have another chance
to be on the Feud. But until then don’t
forget to watch in Februrary as we make
our debut as the Basmajian family.
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An Infatuation With Armenians

By Arpi Ajamian
Staff Writer

Picture this: A Japanese student,
while looking through his sister’s books,
finds a Japanese translation of William
Saroyan’s Dear Baby. Outof curiosity, he
reads the book and instantly establishes a
tremendous respect for the author. Later,
as he improves his English, he obtains
English versions of Saroyan’s books and
finally decides to transfer from his college
in Japan to CSU Fresno and to actually
live in the hometown of his hero.

Sounds unbelievable, but it’s not!
Takayo Kai is a Journalism major at CSU
Fresno and is the very person described in
the previous paragraph. Kai transferred
here last August and is currently enrolled
in an Armenian Studies 10 class and a
William Saroyan class, both offered
through the Armenian Studies Program.

I had the opportunity of talking to
Kai last week and asking him a few ques-
tions about himself, his opinions about his
two Armenian classes, and about Armeni-
ans in general.

Tell me about the two Armenian courses
you are enrolled in. Do you like them?

Yes, I really like and enjoy them. I
especially enjoy the William Saroyan class
because, as youknow, Ireally admire him.
I even persuaded two of my friends to en-
roll. We like it very much.

What have youlearned about Armenians?

When I was back in Japan, William
Saroyan’sbooks were my first exposure to
Armenians. Through his characters, I
learned that Armenians are a very funny
and an easygoing people. From the Arme-
nian Studies courses I have learned that
your people have had a very sad history -
especially the 1915 genocide of 1.5 mil-
lion Armenians.

Do the Japanese know much about Arme-
nians and Armenia?

No, not really. We do have some in-
formation written in Japanese but it’s not
enough. Actually,aJapaneseauthornamed
Yukio Fujiho has recently written a book
in Japanese titled Tragedy of Armenia. I

am reading it now.

Are you planning to take any other Arme-
nian classes in the future?

Ireally wish I could! I would love to
obtain a minor in Armenian Studies, but I
am graduating next semester and return-
ing to Japan. The only class I will have
time for is the Armenian Painting class
that Dr. Kouymyjian is offering.

What are your career goals?

I would like to go to Japan and work
for the “Japan Times.” The Japanese
should be educated about the Armenians.
William Saroyan and I have a lot in com-
mon. For example, both of our father’s

Takayo Kai , enthusiastic when it comes to learning more about Armenians,

died when we were three years old. Ithink
I would also like to write a book about my
life and experiences in Fresno. That would
be great!

Would you like to someday visit Armenia?

I would love to go to Armenia. Ac-
tually, I think I will go there on my honey-
moon!

Students learn Armenian at Fresno City College

By Renee Topoozian
Staff Writer

Over the years, Fresno City College
(FCC) has offered an “on again/off again”
Armenian language class. The class has
not been consistently offered because FCC
currently does not have a permanent
teacher to instruct the class. Mr. Van Der
Mugrdechian has beenteaching this course
for over two years. The Fall 1991 semes-
ter enrollment of Armenian 1A was about
twenty-one students with several addi-
tional students challanging the course as
well.

This coming Spring semester will be
the first time FCC will be offering Arme-
nian 1B - the only other Armenian class to
be offered besides Aremnian 1A.

Der Mugrdechian, who states that he
has no time to teach another class, has a
full time job during the day and teahces the
class atnight. Ifin fact anyone else was to
offer to teach any additional classes at
FCC they would surely be welcomed.

The students in the class are from a
wide variety and range from Freshman
students to students over the age of fifty.
All othose in the class undoubtedly want
to learn to read, write, and speak Arme-
nian, but each for different reasons.

Armenian Manuscripts
is topic for lecture

By Arpi Ajamian
Staff Writer

On Monday evening, November 18,
1991, Dr. Dikran Kouymjian, Haig and
Isabel Berberian professor of Armenian
Studies, presented anillustrated lecture on
“The early history of Armenian Manu-
scripts” at St. Paul Armenian Church.

Dr. Kouymyjian is internationally re-
knowned for his knowledge in Armenian
art, and has lectured on the subject in

Europe, the Middle East, and the United

States.

Father Sasoon Zumrookhdian of St.
Paul Church welcomed Dr. Kouymjian,
after which Professor Barlow Der
Mugrdechian introduced the speaker.

The one-and-a-half hour lecture was
divided into four sections. First, Dr.
Kouymjian discussed the invention and
development of the manuscript in Arme-

nia. The Armenian alphabet was created
in the fifth century. He then explained the
system of organization of illuminations in
illustrated Armenian gospel manuscripts.
The life of Christ was the major theme in
mOst manuscripts.

The final part traced the development of
Armenian manuscript art in the formative
ninth, tenth, and eleventh centuries. He
concluded his lecture with a beautiful
presentation of color slides of Armenian
manuscripts illustrating the main points of
his talk. Dr. Kouymjian spent a month in
Yerevan last summer studying manuscripts
in the Madenataran.

During the Spring 1992 academic se-
mester, Dr. Kouymyjian will offer a three
unitcourse about Armenian painting. The
course will be offered on three successive
weekends - March 6 and 7, 13 and 14, and
20 and 21. The public may attend one or
all three by enrolling through the Division
of Extended Education.

Those in the class that are quite older
already know Armenian, or atleastused to
know Armenian, and are taking this course
to refreshen their memories. Many of the
younger students that are taking this course
are learning Armenian for the first time,
especially those that are not of Armenian
descent and have had no cultural experi-
ence whatsoever.

Brook Imrie, one of the non-Arme-
nian students enrolled in the class, was
asked why she took the class. “I wanted to
learn one more language and to be able to
communicate with my friends since the
majority of them are Armenian.”

Kendra Tutunjian, another student en-

rolledintheclass, responded by stating, “I
took the class to be able toread, write, and
speak Armenian fluently as well as to
enrich my cultural heritage.”

Although Brook will not be taking
Armenian 1B, Kendra, along with many
other students, will be taking it next se-
mester. Der Mugrdechian is hoping for a
good turnout. The more students taking
the class, the better the chance of the class
being offered again next year, as well as
additional Armenian classes.

If students at FCC were to show enough
interest in taking Armenian classes, FCC
will indeed have a greater opportunity of
offering such Armenian related courses.

ASP Advisory Board
ushers in new semester

By Hye Sharzhoom Staff

The Sarkis and Meliné Kalfayan Center
for Armenian Studies Advisory Board has
had a busy schedule during the Fall 1991
semester. The Advisory Board was cre-
ated in 1988 to serve as a liaison between

the university, The Kalfayan Center and ..

Armenian Studies Program, and the Ar-
menian community of the San Joaquin
Valley. Itis composed of fifteen members
who are appointed by the President of the
university to three year terms.

The Board has been working with the
CSUF administration discussing the se-
vere financial crisis the university is con-
fronting in the 1991-1992 year and for
nextyear. They have been working to find
creative ways to maintain the staffing of
the Armenian Studies Program which has
been threatened with cuts in the Spring
1992 semester.

In October the Advisory Board mem-

 bers had an opportunity to meet privately

and have lunch with special guests Berj

Zeytountsian, Minister of Culture of the
Republic of Armenia and Lucy Saroyan,
daughter of William Saroyan. The Board
members were invited to a private show-
ing of the William Saroyan exhibition at
the Fresno Metropolitan Museum.

Members of the Board are: Sarkis Kal-
fayan, Chairman; Victor Sahatdjian, Vice
Chairman; Berge Bulbulian, Secretary;
Penny Mirigian, Treasurer; and James
Antaramian, Augustine Badeer, Marian
Bagdasarian, Nerces Dermenjian, Dr. John
Garry, Dr. Amold Gazarian, Rosellen Ker-
shaw, Ben Krikorian, Charles
Mugrdechian, Arlene Srabian, and Alice
Peters.
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More Armenian Sports Trivia

Once again, more astounding, mind boggling trivia questions to astound
family members with and enlighten one's curiosity.

1. He compiled a 95-17-4 won/loss record as head football coach at
Notre Dame. He also guided them to two national championships and
was elected to the College Hall of Fame in 1980.

2. He served, in 1984, as the Olympic Games, Track Events Head
Referee. He was also elected to the National Track and Field Hall of
Fame in 1986. He is the author of many books and also an actor and
technical advisor of several movies.

3. Born in Fowler, California, a tragic accident paralyzed him from the

waist down in 1954 and confined him to a wheelchair. He was a

member of the Flying Wheels - the first wheelchair basketball team.
His greatest honor, however, was winnng the World Paraplegic One-
Mile run Olympic Champion in Tokyo in 1964.

4. He started with a single furniture store and built a mullti-million
dollar enterprise in real estate. He owned and operated the Boston
Celtics from 1979-1983, obtaining Boston legend Larry Bird.

How do you rate?

4outof4 - A true Armenian Sports Trivia buff!
3outof4 -  Subscribe to Sports Illustrated.
2outof4 -  Watch more Armenian Teletime.
loutof4 - Must be from abroad.

Ooutof4 - Need counseling.

Answers to trivia on Page 8

Are you down wit O.P.J.?

Seasons Gretings!

Congrotulotions

=t 'Breanq Fowler, A-!’:-U-ﬂ
for winning the A.C.YU.0.-W.D.
chopter oachievement oword

2 years in o rowllll

M. Leon Peters

All Armenian
Youth Dance

Saturday, December 28 1991
900pm.t01 00a.m.

St. Paul Armenian Church
Haig Berberian Hall

Richard Hagopian and his Orchestra
. Vital Sound D.Js.

For High School to College students

Sponsored by Knights of Vartan Yeprad Lodge
for more information call Jerry Baker at 439-4887

Snacks and refreshments will be served

FREE ADMISSION

fl}If you »k ow thzs
~ person call him

_ up and wish hzm
ahappy 1 6th
_ birthday on
December 31 '

GARY’S
SHOE CLINIC

FINE 8HOES FOR MEN & BOYS |
EXPERT BOOT AND SHOE REPAIR

~ 870 8. Clovis Ave.
‘Fresno, CA 93727

GARY KAZAN ,IAN
: 251-8203

‘A Tradition For The Finest’™

HYE QUALITY BAKERY%\

R =T ol

In addition to our famous...
‘Parag-Hatz’ (Armenian (Gracker Bread)
‘Hye DelLites’ (Gourmet (brackers)

We have cArmenian Pastries and Delicacies...

Lamajoon Paklava Pistachios Ghorag
Koofta String Gheese Bulghnr Grape Leaves
Yailanchi Halva Grains Souberag
445-1511

2222 Santa (Qlara (at ‘L’ Street)/Fresno, (ca. 93721
Glosed Sunday & Monday/Wholesale & Retail

Available at local markeis.
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1. Ara Parseghian
2. Andy Bakjian

Any possible questions for future issues?

3. Dick R. Thomas
4. Harry Mangurian

Please send us your ideas.

vRosemont, PA

e_&:Berge Bulbulnan .

resno, CA

-Diana & Nerces vDermen jlall

Fresno, CA

Mrs. Ernest Hosepnan
- Fresno, CA

Arthur T. Gregorian
Newton, MA

Isabelle & Al Kabrlellan

Fresno, CA

Penny & George Emerzian
Fresno, CA

Harry B. Moordlglan, Jr.
Fresno, CA

Tara Soojian
- Fresno, CA

Jackline & Michael Matosian
San Marino, CA :

_ LoisI Bedoian
: Fresnd CA

Gregory Mazmaman

Sanger CA

Krekor Perzlglan :

Vallejo, CA
Rose K. Smithson
Madera, CA

Alice & Haig Varoujean
Fresno, CA

Hilda & Raffi Santikian
Del Rey, CA

Alice Barter

Indian Head Park, IL

John Zerounian
Fresno, CA

Carmen & Jose Elgorriaga

Fresno, CA

Hapet Kharibian
Palo Alto, CA

ASP Banquet continued from Page 1

Karabagh and those who were in Azer-
baijan.

Zeytountsian then added, “More than
1600 historic and religious pieces of archi-

tecture existin Karabagh andnotevenone _
medieval Muslim statue.-Of the vast

number of villages once located in Kara-
bagh, only a couple remain. Where there
were once 19 different Armenian newspa-
pers in Shusha in 1916, today none re-
main. Pcrestroika has meant very littlc to
Armenia - they have seen little economic/
social benefit from it.” He stated that the
only thing Armenians have received have
been massacres.

The most resounding statement made
by Zeytountsian came nearthe conclusion
of his speech. He quoted famous French
writer Anatoly France, who said in 1916,
“Those small drops of blood still pos-
sessed by Armenians will someday gener-
ate heroes.” Heroes it generated indeed.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian of the A.S P.
introduced each of the A.S.P. scholarship
recipients, commenting on their majors
and their Armenian related activities. The
students were recipients of Charles Pate-
gian and Pansy Zlokovich Pategian Schol-
arships, Yervant, Rose, and Hovannes
Levonian Educational Grants,and Knights
of Vartan Scholarships.

Dr. Kouymjian then introduced key-
note speaker Lucy Saroyan, describing
herasa““one woman international sympo-
sium.” Saroyan, who has been an actress
for over twenty years, has had roles in
movies such as Hopscotch, Blue Collar,
and the television show Mannix. She
currently resides in San Fransisco, in the
former home of her father and aunt, and is
busy writing.

Saroyan read some excerpts from her
father’s book Mama. I Love You - abook
written and published specifically for her
when she was nine years old. William
Saroyan wrote the book hoping that his

B

Lucy Saroyan and Berj Zeytountsian
in downtown Fresno.

‘daughter would sorheday write a book for

him - a book that she said she would title
Papa. I Love You. “I find writing a chal-
lenge,” she stated, “despite the fact that I
always saw how easy it was for my father
to write.” -

During the few days Zeytountsian and
Saroyan were in Fresno, they had the
opportunity to visit many of the Armenian
landmarks of Fresno. Together they vis-
ited William Saroyan’s homes in Fresno,
the monument to Soghomon Tehlirian at
the Massis Armeniacemetery,and an emo-
tional visit to the permanent William Sa-
royan exhibit at the Fresno Metropolitan
Museum.

Armenian Studies 121 - ARMENIAN PAINTING

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Haig and Isabel Berberian Professor of Armenian Studies
will teach a course on Armenian painting, especially devoted to miniatures, in March
of 1992. Armenian Studies 121 will be offered as a normal three credit university
course on three successive weekends. Each of the three segments is self-contained and
community members may attend any one or all three of them, by registering with the
Division of Extended Education. There will be a $25.00 fee per weekend for those not

officially registered through the University.

“The Origins of Christian Painting
_and Armenian Manuscript

" Illumination: 3rd-9th centuries.”
“The Formative Period of Armenian
Gospel Painting: 10-11th centuries.”
“The Golden Age of Armenian
Painting: 13th-14th centuries.”

The classes will be held in the Industrial Technology Building Room 101 on Fridays
from 4:10 p.m.-10:00 p.m. and Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. There will be

Week 1- March 6-7

Week II- March 13-14

Week III- March 20-21

lunch and dinner breaks.




