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Arinenian Studies Program Hosts 
Be~efactor Henry s~ Kazan-~--

Dr. Richard Hovannisian (left) with his mother Mrs. Sirooh 
Hovannisian and Mr. HenryS. Ka~an. 

Staff Report 

The Armenian ·Studies Pro 
gram major benefactor, Mr. 
Henry Kazan, visited 

Fresno State during a long week
end from the 16th to the 19th of 
September. The principal reason· 
for the t:p.p was to attend the Mon
day afternoon course of Dr. Rich
ard Hovannisian, the first incum
bent of the H_enry S. Khanzadian, 
Kazan Visiting Professo hip, of 
Armenian Studies. 

Mr. Kazan, who is from Juno 
Beach, Florida, came from Long 
Island where he k~eps a summer 

residence. This is his fourth trip. to 
C · ornia tate niversity, re~no. 

In addition to a nearly $400,000 
endowment in support of the Kazan 
Visiting Professorship, he and his 
wife have also established the M. 
Victoria Karagozian Kazan Endow
ment Fund for the Armenian Stud
ies Program, which is intended to 
provide general supportfor the Pro
gram and financial support for re
search, publications, and confer
ences related to Armenian studies. 

Mr. Kazan said he has invested 
in Armenian Studies at CSU Fresno 
because he-considers it the most 
active and the best undergraduate 

' 'The Fresno Arm·enians'' 
By Tamara Karakashian . · 
Staff Writer 

T he intriguing history of the 
Armenian Diaspora com 
munity of Fresno is cap

tured i:n a . new book titled The · 
Fresno Armenians by Berge 
Bulbulian. 

The Fresno Armenians tells of 
the triumphs and lifestyles of the 
ftrst Armenian settlers and their 
evolution into today' s community. 

Bulbulian decided to pursue 
this project through the· support and 
enthusiasm of Professor Dickran 
·Kouymjian, Haig and Isabel 
Berberian Profess.or of...Armenian 
Studie.s. 

While discussing with Dr. 
Kouymjian the lack of published 
material on the Armenians in 
Fresno, Bulbulian decided to un
dertake the task of fulfilling this 
void. He had never thought of 

writing a history of the Fresno Ar
menians before; however, once 
faced with_ the challenge, he thought 
it a good idea, because he knew 
there was a lot of information out 

See B~lbuli:m, Page 8 

program in the country. 
During his visit he attended . 

Prof. Hovannisian' s Monday after
noon course, Armenian Studies 105 
dealing with the. Armenian Geno-

• cide and its denial. Henry Kazan is 
himself an historian having com
pleted his bachelors in history from 
New York University before going 
on to . complete law school. His 
working career was with NuTone 
Company from which he retired · 
some thirty years ago. 

During Mr. Kazan's stay, the 
Armenian Studies Program Advi
sory Board held a speCial reception 
at the home of Dr. Arnold and 
Dianne Gazarian. Mr. Kazan was 
given a surprise 95th birthday cake. 

Also in attendance were mem
Ar enian tu ie Pro

gram Advisory Board, faculty of 
the Armenian Studies Program, Dr. 
Hovannisian and his wife Dr. 
Vaititer Hovannisian, President 
John Welty and his wife Dr. Sharon 
Brown, Vice Pr~sident for Devel
opment Dr. and Mrs. Peter Smits, 
Dean-of the College of Aits & Hu
manities, Dr. Luis Costa and hi 
wife Wendy, and Acting Dean of 
the College of Science and Math
ematics, Dr. Stanley Ziegler and 
his wife Frances, who is secretary 
uf the Armenian Studies Program. 

See Kazan, Pa~e 2 

CaliforniJJ State Un~versity, Fresno 

Armenian Studies Program 

Invites you to a special lecture by 

His Holiness Al-am I, 
Catholicos of the 

See of Cilicia 
Moderator of the Central 

Executive Committees, 
World Council of Churches 

Speaking on 

"The Ecological Crisis, 
Its Causes and 
Implications: 

A Christian View" 

Monday, October 23, 2000. 
11:00 AM 

Satellite Student Union 
Free Admission and open to the public. 

A luncheon with the Catholicos will take 
place immediately following the lecture. 

Students will have a private meeting 
with the ·catholicos at 1:45 PM. 

Vardan_ Mamikonian in 
·Bravura Piano_Performance 

By Arpik Paraghamian 
Staff Writer 

F rench-Armenian pianist, 
Vardan Mamikonian 
opened this year's Philip 

Lorenz Memorial Keyboard Con
certs to a turn away crowd of 400 at 
Fresno State's Concert Hall on the 
evening of September 15, 2000. 

"It was a stunning perfor
man~e, and I believe he combines 
all necessary qualities of. a great 
artist: taste, imaginatio,n, unlimited 
technique and modest)'. He de
serves to be. counted among the 
greatest pianists of the time," said 

Prof. Andreas W erz, director of the 
Concert Series. 

. Mamikonian divided the pro
gram into four sections beginning 
with his first piece, Theme and 
Variations· in F Major, Op. 19 by 
Peter Tchaikovsky. 

The audience's thunderous 
round of applause foreshadowed 
the captivating performance to 
come. Marnikonian took a bow in 
his gray suit ~d walked off-stage, 
returning moments later to play 
_Sergei Prokofiev's Second Sonata 
in D Minor, Op. 14. 

See Mamikonian, Page 6 

Left to right: Dr. Arnold Gazarian, ASP Coordinator Dr. Dickran 
Kouymjian, pianist Vardan Mamikonian. 

Genocide. Resolution Gains 
Moinenttiin in Congress 
By John Jabagchourian 
Editor 

T aking steps towards the 
truth, yet-not quite through 
the door, the 106th U.S. 

Congress has experienced a last 
minute spark in moving ·House 
Resolution 596 through the }egisla
tive process. 

The resolution, affirming the 
Armenian Genocide, will be heard 
and voted on in the U.S. House of 
Representatives after the full House 
International Relations Committee 
passed H. Res. 596 on a 24 yes, 11 
no and 2 present vote on September 
3, 2000. 

"I am very proud of this mea
sure and of the committee mem
bers for voting to do the right thing 
despite the.overwhelming Turkish 
lobbying efforts we have all felt," 

. co-author and local Congressman 
George Radanovich (R-CA) said. 
"I continue to reject Turkey's pre
sumption that it can impose its 
views regarding our response to · 
the Armenian Genocide." 

Up ilntil the August Congres
sion~ll break, H. Res. 596 formerly 
known as H. Res. 398 remained 
dormant and stuck in committee, 
likely to have expired ~ith this 
session of Congress. 

Speaker _of the House, Denis 
Hastert (R-IL), Majority Leader 
.Dick Armey (R:-TX ) and Chair
man of the International Relations 
Committee, Benjamin Gilman {R
NY) were initially not in favor of 
the resolution and would not give it 
a chance to get passed by the com
mittee. 

See Genocide Resolution, Page 7 

• Armenians mul the Internet, Page·3 • Genocide Course, Page 4 • Fresno State Grant, Page 5 • Boyajian Interview, Page 6 
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California State University, Fresno 
Armenian Studies Program 

Spring 2001 Schedule of Courses 

Course Instructor 

General Education 

Division 9-0ther Cultures. 
(Social Sciences Area D3, for students using 2000/2001 Catalog) 
• ArmS 10 Intro to Arm Studies 3 1230-1345 TTh Staff 
• ArmS 10 Intro to Arm Studies 3 1000-1050 MWF B Der Mugrdech~an 

Division 7-Languages. 
Arts & Humanities, Area C2 for students using 2000/2001 Catalog 
• Arm 1B Elementary Armenian 4 1100-1150 MTWF B Der Mugrdechian 

Arts & Humanities, Integration, IC, for students using 2000/2001 Catalog 
• Arm 148 Mastrpcs Arm Culture 3 0900-0950 MWF B Der Mugrdechian 

Upper Division Courses 
• Arm S 1 08A Arm History II 
• Arm S 121 Arm. Architecture 

Course meets March 213; 9/10; 16/17. 

3 
3 

0930-1045 TTh 
1600-2100 Fri 
0900-1700 Sat 

B Der Mugrdechian 
D Kouymjian 

For more information call the Armenian Studies Program at 278-2669 
or visit our offices in the Peters Business Building, Room· 384. 

October 2000 

CSUF President Dr. John Welty (left) with Mr. Henry Kazan. 

KAZAN, Cont. from Page 1 
Accompanying Mr. Kazan was his 
close friend from Long Island, Joe 
Deven. 

• Dr. V aroujan Altebarmakian, 
Chair of the Advisory Board, in- . 
vited Mr. Kazan to make some re
marks. Mter thanking the Advi
sory Board and the Program for the 
·reception, especially Board mem
ber Arlene Srabian, who was re-

. sponsible for the arrangelllents, 

. along with the Gazarians, and 
Frances Ziegler, Mr. Kazan pre-

sented a detailed narrative of just 
how the Visiting Professorship was 
established. 

The following day, Monday 
September 18, after individual 
meetings with offi~ials at the Uni
versity Foundation and the Devel
opment Office, Mr. Kazan visited . 
with Coach Jerry Tarkanian and 
attended Dr. Hovannisian's class. 

Early the next morning he re
turned to New York pleased that 
the new endowed professorship has 
gotten off to a good start. 

ASP ANNUAL FUND (as of9-27-00) 
Sponsors 
Triple 'X Fraternity, 

. Selma Chapter 

Supporters 
Janice & Barr Andreasian 
Mrs. A. Haigazian Berman 
Ms. Carolyn Chooljian 

. Earlene Craver 
Michael Gorjian 

Rose Nevart Jerzyk 
Alan Koobatian 

- Ms. Rose Koobation 
Hermine Kouyoumdjian 
Gregory Mazmanian 
Clifford Melikian 

· Edward L. Sornigian 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Yervant Terzian 
Be s P.Vickery 
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Hye Sharzhoom is a supplement of The Collegian and the newspaper 
of the C.S.U.F. Armenian Students Organization and the Armenian 
Studies Program and is funded by the Associated Students. Articles 
may be reprinted provided Hye Sharzhoom is acknowledged. Hye 
Sharzhoom welcomes prose, poetry, articles and other material from 
its student readers. For further information concerning the newspaper 
or the Armenian Studies Program: 

. Armenian Studies Program 
5245 N. Backer Ave. PB4 
Fresno, CA 93740-8001 

Telephone (559) 278-2669 • FAX (559) 278-2129 
http://www .csufresno.ediJ/ ArmenianStudies/ 

Armenian Studies Program Faculty: 
Dickran Kouymjian, Haig and Isabel Berberian 
Professor of Armenian Studies, Coordinator 
Richard Hovannisian, Kazan Visiting Professor 
Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Lecturer, 
ASOAdvisor 
Van .Der Mugrdechian,_Lecturer 
Frances C. Ziegler, Program 
Administrative Assistant 

By Dickran Kouymjian 
Coprdinator and Haig & 
Isabel Berberian Professor 
of Armenian. Studi~s . 

T his fall 2000 semester is 
one of the best ever for 
Fresno State's Armenian 

. Studies Program, and its four fac
ulty members: Dr. Richard 
Hovannisian, HenryS. Khanzadian 
Kazan Visiting Professor of Arme
nian Studies, Dr. Dickran 

- Kouyinjian, Haig ·& Isabel 
Berberian Professor of Armenian 
Studies, Barlow Der Mugrdechian, 
·Lecturer in Armenian Studies and 
Van Der Mugrdechian, part-time 
Lecturer. This is by far the best 
year for enrollment in the past 23 
years of Armenian Studies. 

Some 170 students are regis
tered in eight sections of Armenian 
Studies courses, w~ll above the five 
year average of 134 students per 
semester. In the past nine semes
ters Armenian Studies courses have 

LETTERS 
To the Program, 

How luclcy we are in the land of 
the Free to pursue truth and justice 
in our program. What a great cul
tural and historical legacy the Ar
menian Studies Program engenders 
for all , Armenians and non-Arme
riians alike. May it live and prosper 

· for.a long time. 
I would like to honor Dickran 

been offered to 1,201 registered 
students. This semester nearly 100 
students or 60%, are non-Arme
nian, an extraordinary statistic, 
which makes it clear that our Ar
menian Studies course offerings 
have become incorporated into the 
general university curriculum. It is 
also the first time that two sections 
of Armenian Studies 20, The Arts of 
Armenia is beirig offered to the 
entire sopho.more class of the 
Smittcamp Honors College, 48 of 
.the top students in the University. 

We have had more applicants 
for our scholarships than ever; 51 
students have been awarded some 
$31,400 dollars from endowed Ar
menian scholarship funds. This 
increased interest in Armenian 
Studies is further reflected by the 
eight students who graduated last 
year with the officially recognized 
25-credit Minor in Armenian Stud
ies . . 

We are particularly pleased to 
welcome to our Program and cam
pus, Dr. Richard Hovannisian of 

Kouymjian for all he has given us 
and the world. 

Sincerely, 
Roxie Jizmejian, Fresno 

To the staff and students of the 
Armenian Studies Program 

Thank you for ~11 the work and 
effort you put in for the April 24 

UCLA, who is serving as the first 
incumbent of the Henry S. ~ 

Khanzadian Kazan Visiting Pro-- · · 
fessorship of Armenian Studies. In 
addition to a semester course on the 
Armenian _ Genocide and Its De
nial, Prof. Hovannisian will present 
a series of three public lectures in 
October al).d December. In con
junction with this exceptional ex
amination of the Armenian geno
cide, we have invited three special
ists for our lecture series: Dr. Israel 
Chamy, Director of the Institute 
for Genocide Studies, Jerusalem, 
Dr. YairAuron, The Open Univer
sity of Israel, and Hilmar Kaiser, 
European University, Florence. 

This year's most distinguished 
guest will be His Holiness, Aram I, · 
Catholicos of the Great House of 
Cilicia, who will visit CSUF on 
October 23. He will present an 
address to the University co~u
nity entitled "The Ecological Cri
sis, Its Causes and Implications: A 
Christian View." A public luncheon 
and meeting with students will fol
low. 

commemoration. It gave my twin-
9 112 year·old daughters an oppor
tunity to think and question the 
-why, what, how, and who ques
tions about the Genocide; most im
portantly, it planted a seed of 
what t:liey can do about the Arme
nian cause when they grow 1:1p. 
Tha~s again, 

Zepur Karkazian, Fresno 
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e Armenians and the Internet e 
By Ara Mekhitarian 

Etchmiadzin 

Address: http://www .etchmiadzin.com 

·Brief Summary: Etchmiadzin.com is one of the newest Armenian web 
sites on the Internet with the latest Java effects. Here you will find 
information regarding the Armenian Church and Christianity. This web 
page offers a full overview of the recent consecration and ordination 
ceremony of our 132"d Catholicos. Learn about the process of electing the 
Armenian Catholicos and the history of the Armenian Church. Click on 
their " How Can I PartiCipate" link and find out how to be a part of the 
big 1700th anniversary celebration of the Armenian church in Armenia 
next year. This web site is also affiliated with www.armgate.com, 
providing a variety of Armenian Church images and interesting informa
tion on Armenian art and culture. 
Categories: Message from Church Leaders, Mission Statement, Jubilee 
Year Activities, About" the Armenian Church, Daily Questions and 
Readings, What's New, How Can I Participate. 
How to use: Links are listed on the right side of the home page. 
Contact: email: 1700@etchmiadzin.arn 

Hye Sharzh~om 3 
The 1700th Anniversary of the 

Proclamation of Christianity as Armenia's State Religion 

Message from Church Leaders 

Mission Statement 

Jubilee Year Activities 

About the Armenian Church 

Daily Questions and :Readings 

What's New? 

1700 How Can I Participate? 

Links 
• anniversary About this Site 

Armenian National Institute 

Address: http://www .armenian-genocide.oq~/ 

International 
. Affirmation 

l)urv~y oft\cial stall!merrts, r&solutions, prodamations, and f!ilpolts affirming the 
genocide, EXcetPts from the 1919 Turkl$h Military iribunal and the 1920 Treaty of 
Sevres are Included. · 

Brief Summary: The Armenian National Institute (ANI) is a non-profit 
organization based in Washington D.C., dedicated to the study, research, 
and affirmation of the Armenian Genocide. Their web site offers tons of 
information regarding the genocide, including excerpts from the 1919 
Turkish Military Tribunal and the 1920 Treaty of Sevres. Their "Educa
tional Resources" section, offers information on how to teach someone 
about the .w\rmenian Genocide in 1915, including a resource guide, a 
reference section, sample curricula, information on video documentaries 
and a recommended reading list. Plus, they have a rare photo collection 
of victims and refugees of the Genocide and a day by day chronology of 
the unfortunate events 'that took place. Overall this web site · is very 
informative and does a good job in promoting the truth about the 
Armenian Genocide. 

seryo il$ an lnto(Q 
0:( Volunteer Educational 

Resources 

Explore how to teach about ge.nooi(je. Featured are a resource guide, a 
refere~ section, $ample curricula, information on video documentaries, a 
suggested reading list, al'ld a genocide FAQ. 

Mailing List 

Btll1tA. 
Organlpt!gDI Genocide 

Re-;earch 

Examine the hl&torleal record. Pholo collections, a detailed chronology, sample 
archival dofxlments, intem.tional .a~mation arid conve.ntion$, a survey of press 
coverage, and a gu~ to bibliographies are offe111d. Categories: International Affirmation, Educational Resources, Geno-

About 
ANI 

A·SP Book/Video Donations 
Professor Dickran Kouymjian and the Armenian Studies Program 
would like to thank the authors and publishers· for the following 
books, videos and periodicais .. 

, Ben Amirkhanian & Th ~illiam Saroyan Society 
William Saroyan posters and .CD of the 1st Annual 
Great Saroyan Reading . 
Araz Artinian, Ville StLaurent Quebec 
Video: Surviving the Richter Scale 
Dr. lna Baghdiantz McCabe, Medford, MA 
Baghdiantz McCabe, I. (1999) The Shah's Silk for Europe's Silver 
(Pennsylvania: {Jniversity of Pennsylvania) 
Mrs. Emma Bozmagian, Fresno books from the Ataskarian family 
Byurat Cultural Foundation, B·urbank 
Byurat, Vaghinak (1999). Memoirs. From My Life (Yerevan Museum 
of Literature And Art) 
Center for Political and Strategic Studies, Washington, DC 
Edited by Road Sagdeev & Susan Eisenhower (2000). Islam and· 
Central Asia. New York: The Center for PoliticaVStrategic Studies 
Committee of the 1700th Anniversary ·of Christianity, 
Etchmiadzin Materials of the International Conference (2000). 
Armenia: Church & State. Etchmiadzin 
Galust Galoyan, Yerevan 
Galoyan, Galust (1999). Armenian and the Great Powers: 1917-1923 
Armenian National Academy of SCiences 
Fr. Antranik Granian, Beirut (1999). Haigazian Armenological 
Review, Vol. 19 (Beirut, Armenian Dept. of Haigazian University) 
John Hadidiait, Albany, CA and London 
Hand written diary of Varsenig Soghigian 
Souren Karapetian, Glendale Video: Turkish Soup . 
Dr. L : G. Khacheryan;'"Glendale 
Khacheryan, L. G. (1999). The History Of Armenian Orthography 
Vtli-XX.th centuries (Glendale: Yerevan Publishing) . 
Ms. Mary Simonian, Fresno books ' from mother's estate. 
~urp Pirgic Ermeni Hastanesi, Kazlicesme, Istanbul 
All Savior Hospital Year Book 190Q of the Armenian Hospital. 
Istanbul 
Araxy Tatoulian, San Diego 
Tatoulian, A. (2000). Petevin (The Bedouin). (California: Arax Press) 

cide Research, About ANI. · 
How to use: Links are located in the center of the page. A site map and 
search engine are also provided on the left-hand side: 
Contact: (202) 383-9009 email: ani@aaainc.org 

• The Armenian Students Organization • 

California State University, 'Fresno 

·invites yoU: to a -special open forum with . 

--Fresno City Mayoral Candidates: 

Alan Autry - Dan Whitehurst 
Speaking and answering questions about 
. issues of concern for the City of Fresno 

• Growth • Education 
• Agriculture • Downtown Revitalization 

Wednesday, October 25, 2000 
7:00p.m. 

Alice Peters Auditorium Rm. 191 
University Business Center, CSU Fresno Campus 

Free admission and open to th~ public. 

For more information contact 
Armenian Students Organization 

Tim Kuckenbaker 250-9683 • Barbara Harutinian 304-4814 
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Hovannisian. Introduces Stu~ents to Study of Armenian Genocide 
By Edward Thurber 
Staff Writer 

A s a first time student at 
Fresno State, and with the 
encouragement of the Ar

menian Studies Program, I fo.und 
myself taking Armenian Studies 
105, Armenian Genocide in Com
parative . Context, taught ·by Dr. 
Richard Hovannisian. 

stories of the old country and her 
experience surviving the Genocide 
of 1915. These stories took fairy
tale form in my imagination, full of 
childlike impressions of a far away 
land and a mythic struggle of good 
against evil. 

Dr. Hovannisian'sTetelling of 
the same events gives me the chance 
to approach the matter as an adult. 

Dr. Hovannisian said it is im
portant "for descendants of survi
vors to know their past so that they 
may know themselves." 

The chance to study the Arme:
nian Genocide in a university set
ting is a rare opportunity. We are 
fortunate to have a pioneering 
scholar to lead it. Not one univer
sity_ in theLJ.S. had courses in Ar
menian history when Dr. 
Hovannisian was a student in the 
1950's. 

After completing a B.A. and 
General Secondary Teaching De- . 
gree at University of California, 
Berkeley, Dr.-Hovannisian went to 
Beirut to gain exposure to the field 
of Armenian history and the Arme
nian language. 

Dr. Hovannisian, Professor of 
Armenian and Near East History 
and Holder of the Armenian Edu
cational Foundation Chair in Mod
·em Armenian History at the Uni
versity of California, Los Angeles, 
is this semeste(s Henry S. 
Khazandian Kazan Visiting Pro
fessor of Armenian Studies at 
Fresno State. 

Together ~he class discusses 
issues such as Armenian vulner
ability at the time, the mindset of 
the perpetrators, and various 
typologies of Genocide. 

" Informed discussion can be 
very helpful and stimulating and 
this is possible only when the class 
collectively is prepared to engage·
in this," Hovannisian said. "I have 
been impressed with the serious
ness of the students and their open
ness t9 the new concepts that have 
been introduced." 

Prof. Richard Hovannisiar:' (left) with student Michael Kazarian. 

Though he has taught classes 
that have included the topic of the 
Armenian Genocide, Hovannisi~n 
says, "I have never had the luxury 
of teaching a full semester on the 
subject." Past comes to life in class lec

tures. Whether defining the term 
"genocide" or pondering the his
tory of the soCiety leading up to the 
event, Dr. Hovannisian's knowl- · 
edge of the field makes him a stimu
la_ting facilitator of discussion. 

When I was a child, there were 
those special occasions when my 
grandmother would come ~nd pay 
my family a .visit. I remember 

. waking up in the mornings and 
running to my grandmother's room 
and jumping on her bed, waiting to 
hear the stories of her life. She told 

The purpose of delv.ing into 
the Armenian Genocide is nqt only 
to satisfy one's curiosity orfor self
discovery but to understand geno
cides in modern ~story as well. 

Dr. Hovannisian said, "The 
Armenian Genocide was in many 
ways the prototype of modern geno-

cides, and by studying that case it is 
possible to engage in the compara
tive study of genoc::ide, noting the 
similarities and differences of the 
individual calalnities, learning what 
the early warning signals for geno
cide might be, un4~rstanding what 
the international community can 
do and what are the consequences 
of its playing the role of uninvolved 
bystander." 

As a student, studying warn
ing signals and efforts the interna
tional community can make in the 
area of prevention has been par
ticularly-appealing. 

We have been assigned read
ing in the course, such as Franz 
Werfel's The Forty Days of Musa 
Dagh and Remembrance and De
nial: The Case of the Armenian. 
Genocide, edited by Dr. 
Hovannisian, and various other. 
short selections which serve to de
fine the term genocide and give 
backgroundtotheAuTnenians'and 
world's experience with it. 

The reading is gripping from 
several angles: that of scholarly 
and hu·man interest, its content of 
dramatic events, and one's personal 
connection with the subject. 

Thus, teaching the Genocide 
course at Fresno State is an experi
ment, which may have ramifica
tions that go beyond the campus 
and the San Joaq~in Valley com
munity, and I' 11! glad we are all a 
Part of the experiment. 

Dr. Hovannisian' s various con
tributio.ps to the study of the Geno
cide in~lude The Armenian Geno
cide in Perspective, The .Armenian 
Genocide: History, Politic, Ethics, 
andRemembranceandDenial: The 
qase of the Armenian Genocide. 

The Armenian Studies· Program 
California State University, Fresno 

presents the First Annual 

Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan Lectures 
in Armenian Studies 

Dr. Richard Hovannisian, Armenian Educational Foun
dation Chair of Modem Armenian History at UCLA and first 
incumbent of the HenryS. Khanzadlan Kazan Visiting Pro- ~ .· 
fessorship in Armenian Studies at Fresno State, will address 
the topic "The Armenian Genocide and Its Denial." . 

Lecture I- Sunday, October 8; 7:00 PM 
"Remembrance and Denial: The ·Armenian Genocide." 
First Congregational Church of Fresno . 
(2131-N Van Ness) 

Lecture 11-Monday~ October 30,7:30 PM 
Left to Right: ASO Vice~President Gary Atashkarian; Historian, Tim Kuckenbaker; "The L.ast Generation of Ottoman Armenians: 
Treasurer, .Barbara Harutinian; President, Armen Ghanbarian; and Secretary, Talar Atarian. Bitter-Sweet Memories." 

The Armeninn Studies Program · .. 
California State University, Fresno 

October 2000 Events 
October 14, Saturday, S.iOO PM • World Premier Concert 
Wahlberg Recital Hall, CSU Fresno 
Worlp Premier of Alan Brett's piece The Fruit to Be Tasted Was Torn from the Tree, 

based on the songs of Armenian ethno-musicologist and composer, Komitas V ardapet, 
will open the first concert in the 22nd season of the Orpheus Players, Jack Fortner, 
conductor. 

October 16, Monday, 7:30PM~ Dr. Israel Charny, Jerusalem 
Alice Peters Auditorium-University Business Center, CSU Fresno 
Dr. Israel Chamy, Executive Director, Institute on the Holocaust and Genocide, Jerusa
lem, will lecture on "Academics Who Deny the Armenian Genocide and the Holocaust." 

October 17, Thesday, 7:00 PM • "The Armenians of the 
Central San Joaquin Valley" 
Fresno County Public Library 
Berge Bulbulian and Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Armenian Studies Program, to speak. 

Engineering East, Room 191, CSU Fresno 

Lecture UI- . 
Tuesday, December 5, 7:30PM 

"Historical Memory and Armenian Foreign Affairs." 
Alice Peters Auditorium-University Business Center, 
CSU Fresno 

All lectures are free and open to the public. 

Dr. Hovannisian was born and reared in Tulare, California, and 
received his B.A. and M.A in history. from the University of 
California, Berkeley, and Ph.D. in history from UCLA:A member 
of the UCLA faculty since 1962, he has organized b(jth the 
undergraduate and graduate programs in Armenian history at the 
university and has guided a number 6( students to the Ph.D. degree 
and an active academic career. He served as the Associate Director 
of UCLA's Center for Near Eastern Studies from 1978 to 1995. 

·For more information contact 
the Armenian Studies Progra~ at 559-27~-2669 
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Three-Year Grant for CSUF-Yerevan State Business Project 
·Staff Report 

T he Faculty Development 
Program in Business and 
Economics between CSUF 

and Yerevan State University will 
. continue with a three-year grant of 
nearly $300,000 awarded to Fresno 
State under the Newly Independent 
S~tes (NIS) College and Univer- -

Elizabeth Shields 

sity Partnership Program. · 
As p~ of the project, Fresno 

State faculty will collaborate with 
Yerevan State University faculty 
to develop curricula in the area of 
business and economics, to con
duct joint research, and to hold 
seminars/workshops. _ 

InAugustofl999,FresnoState 
was awarded a similar one-year 
grant of just over $100,000. Last 

· · • year's project provid~d the YSU 
School ofB usiness with a ten~com
putedaboratoi"y for use by gradu
ate students in the program. In - . 

addition, for the first time, students 
and faculty were able to acce$S the 
Internet and the World Wide Web 
from the recently renovated Busi
ness Building. 

Project director ·for Fresno 
State, Barlow Der Mugrdechian of 
the Armenian Studies Program, 
authored the grant. Associate 
Project Director is Elizabeth Shields 
of the DepaJ1ment of Finance of 
the Craig School of Business. 
Project co-director from Yerevan 
State University (YSU) is Rafael 
Matevossian, Pro-Rector (Vice 
President) for International Rela
tions. Dr. Hayg Sargsyan, Dean of 
the School of Business at YSU will 
coordinate.the academic aspects of 
the prog{am. 

Elizabeth Shields, Don Leet 
(Economics), HaroldHaak (Emeri- . 
tus President, Fresno State), Sasan 
Rahmatian (Information Systems) 

Don Leet 

and Bill Rice (Marketing) are 
among the faculty and administra
tors from Fresno State who have 
visited Armenia during the past year 
on the project. They have reported 
that enthusiasm for the_ project is 
building among those ·involved. 
The Fresno State faculty has gained 
experience and knowledge about 
the economic situation in Arme
nia, which can be utilized in class
rooms here. Gerald Bryan (Mar
keting) and Mark Keppler (Gradu
ate Programs) will be in Yerevan 
in the month of November. 

Faculty in Armenia are please 
and excited to build bridges with 
colleagues in the ·united States, 
and in particular with Fresno State 
and the Fresno commuruty. They, 
look . forward to continu'e to de
velop a long-term relationship be
tween the two universities. · 

In the Spring of2000, a group 
- . 

of six faculty and administrators, 
headed by YSU Rector Dr. Radick 
Martirossian, visited the Fresno 
StatG campus for three weeks. 

Plans are being made for fac
ulty and students from the YSU 
School of Business to ·visit the 
Fresno State campus later this se
m_ester and also in the Spring se
mester. 

The goal of the project is . to 
contribute to economic and politi
cal stability in Armenia by foster
ing educational reform in the area 
of business/economics at Yerevan 
State University. 

The program will enhance the 
expertise of educators and business 

Bill Rice 

·practitioners in the basic business 
and economic principles that un
derlie all modern market econo
_mies. The program has _been de
signed to facilitate Armenia's de-

velopment as a technologically ad
vanced, democratic, and free-en
terprise society. 

Modern business practices will 
be applied to real world problems 
by inviting local businessmen to 
the Yerevan State University cam
pus for seminars, workshops, and 
demonstration projects. By first 
observing and later participating in 

· these seminars for local businesses, 
the YSU faculty will gain insight 
into the nature of business consult
ing. 

OJ?portunities will soon be 
available for the Armenian com
munity to become involved in the 
project in a number of ways. 

The duration of the -grant is 
from August 15, 2000 to August 
15,2003. 

The project was assisted fi
nancially by the Bureau of Educa
tional and Cultural Mfairs of the 
United States Information Agency 
under the authority of the Fulbright
Hays Act of 1961, as amended. 

Visit the 
Fresno State-YSU 

Project web page at 
http://www. 

csufresno.edul 
ArmenianStudie I 

Y U/ysu.htm 

·CD Re view ..... - ...... :..~-l see any powerof 
the world destroy 
this race, this 
small tribe of 
unimportant 
people, whose 
wars have all 
been fought and 
lost, whose 
structures have 
crumbled, litera-

· By Arpik Paraghamian . 
Staff Writer 

A 
n independent London-
based youth group called 
RBO is out to redefine 

·Armenian music with their CD 
"Hokis Volume Meg." 

This compilation of t\tll~ds, 
modem dance tracks, and comJ.cal 
interludes is unlike anything Ar
menian music has experienced. 

Recorded at Airtank Studios 
in London, "Hokis" was released 
in August and features Armenian 
artists from Boston, Beirut, and 
London who are successfully re
placing old-fashioned Armenian· 
music with trendy rap and pop in
fluences. 

"Hokis" opens with the famil
iar Armenian tune "Karune," only 
these young artists personalize it 
by firing gun shots, literally, at the 
classic "Karune," before adding a 
heavy R&B background and fresh 
voices, creating the "Hokis" sound. 

Needless to say it grabs your 
attention; you don'tknow whether 
to turn it off because. your native 
music has been abused or to keep 
listening because it's unlike any
thing you have ever beard ·before. 

Young Armenians are out .to 
express their angst and --~'Hokis" 
seems to be the best platform on 
which to do so. But don't ignore. 
the Parental Advisory sticker on 
the cover of "Hokis," it is there for 
a reason. 

Some of the . rap songs on 
"Hokis" are lighthearted and funny, 
others tell ~tories of betrayal. But, 
the most powerful is the track ap-

propriately titled, "Geno<;:ide" in 
which Armenian rapper, Rugged 
Expression, raps for more than 7 
minutes using explicit lyrics: 

"Hokis" also caters to a more 
mature form of Armenian pop mu
sic. Some tracks such as, "Chern 
Ouzer" and "lnche Butjarad" fea-

. ture Natalie, whose sophisticated · 
singing style makes her a key ele
ment on "Hokis." 

What glues '.'Hokis" together · 
are the hysterical phone calls made 
by Kev Orkian. Acting as the des
perate Gregory, Orkian irritates Ar
menian business owners and house- · 
holds with his outrageously funny 
pranks. 

"Hokis" is out to do mqre than 
just entertain; according to its record 
label, Dukes Avenue Records, it 
wants to capture the imagination of 

. ture is unread, 
music is unheard, 
and prayer~ are 
no more an
swered. Go 
ahead, destroy 
that race. Destroy 
Armenia. See if 
you can dcr it. Send them into the desert without bread 
or water. Bum their homes and churches. Then see if 
they will not laugh, sing and pray again. For when 
two of them nieet anywhere in the world, see-if they 
wiU not create-a New Armenia." 

Inhale and Exhale ·( J9j6) 
Order posters from the William Saroyan Society, 
P 0 Box 4606, Fresno cA 93744 {559) 221-1441 

Diasporan Armenians woddwide. 
DAR'sExecutiveProducer,Harout 
Bozadjian, who also appears on, 
. "Hokis," would like the young Lon
don Armenians to tour. "We need 
to take· the music to ·the people, 
especially the younger generation," 
Bozadjian said in a news release 
promoting "Hokis.'' 

The formula RBO uses works 
well because these artists are tal
ented, focused, and have something 
to say. More importantly, their 
efforts on . "Hokis" pr_ove to other 

young Armenians that their native 
music is not all about depressing 
lyrics and annoying doudouks. 

"Hokis" is an inspiration for 
Armenians to express. themselves 
through music in a new and im
proved way; it has made a mark on 
Armenian music that cannot be 
erased, at least until volume two 
comes out. 

"Hokis Volume Meg" can be 
purchased online at 
www.-hokis.co.uk. 
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An InterView with City Council 
President Tom Boyajian 

·By John Jabagchourian 
Editor 

W alking across campus; 
· students young and old 

shout out his frrst name 
with exuberance. It seemed every
one knew rum, not because he is a 
public figure in Fresno but because 
he has somehow touched each per
son somewhere in life. 

He says hello, asks them how 
they've been. They talk about the 
times they met, and he congratu
lat~s them on their efforts in school. 

Mter sitting down and talking 
to Fresno City Council President, 
Tom Boyajian, I realized he has 
done just about every type of job 
and has been involved in so many 
activities that it was no coincidence 

· that these students knew him and 
were happy to see him. 

Boyajian is a native Fresnan 
who went to Heaton elementary, 
graduateq from Fresno hlgh and 
got his degree in political science 
at Fresno State. 'Mterwards he 
went to Golden Gate Law School 
in San Francisco and returned back 
to Fresno after he got his law de-
gree. _ 

But Boyajian's story begins 
like all other Armenian stories, back 
to the Genocide. Both of his par
ents were from the Ottoman Em
pire and were· able to escape the 
fate that destroyed 2 million other 
Armenians. Boyajian showed a 
family picture ofhls parents, grand
parents and aunts pointing out a 
six-year old little girl who man
aged to save his mother from drown
ing in a river at the hands of the 
Turks. 

Family that had been living in 
Massachusetts checked survivor 
lists, found the Boyajians' among 
the survivors and brought them to 
America. Mter working a multi
tude of jobs, the Boyajians' had 
two sons and moved to Fresno to 
the lure of agriculture and to be 
with more family. 

Tom Boyajian was born in 
Fresno. As he grew up in the same 
di'strict that he represents today in 
the City Council, Boyajian was 
aware of the prejudice against the 
Armenians. 

" There was prejudice in 
Fresno," Boyajian said .. "My par
ents could not buy property due to 

. therestrictivecovenants. They had 
a grocery store on Blackstone and 
Olive in whlch they had to buy the 
land .through friends." 

But now and at that time, 
Boyajian said about the Armenians, 
"We were above all that, and the 
Armenian.s were able to achleve a 
lot of thlngs." 

Mter graduating from Fresno 
State, Boyajian went to San Fran
cisco to study law in th~ sixties. 
However, his plans were stalled 
when he was drafted into the U.S. 
Army during the Vietnam War. 

"I didn't believe in war, but I 
believed in the U.S. government," 
Boyajian said. 

Mter serving in the U.S, Army, 
he returned to law school in San 
Francisco. He commented that he 
learned so much by being indepen
dent in San Francisco. Boyajian 

work~d as a bartender, worked in 
gift shops, was a private detective 
and worked a number of other jobs 
while in school. 

·"All those jobs give you a per
spective on_ all these people, and I 
learned about a lot of people," 
Boyajian said. 

Boyajian' s variety of jobs and 
learned understanding of people 
demonstrated why different people 
came up to and were happy to see 
him during his visit to F!esno State. 

He ;llso ~olds an uncanny re
spect for students. He was im
pressed with the activities the stu
dents sponsor like the Armenian 
Genocide commemoration, and he 
tells all students that they had made 
the right choice by coming to school 
for higher learning. 

Tom Boyajian 

In interviewing Boyajian, he 
speaks as tliough he is a young 
student himself and relates to stu
dents' situations. 

He pru;ticularly gives this bit 
of advice tQ students·, "Keep your 
life with a lot of different things 
going on, that's what makes life 
interesting. In life, do the things 
you never do." . 

Once he graduated law school, 
Boyajian was .enjoying life in San 
Francisco, but came back to Fresno 
to take care of hls mother who had 
terminal cancer. The importance 
of family and the responsibility af 

supporting one another .is what 
Boyajian said is apart of being Ar
menian. 

Throughout the interview, 
Boyajian always referred to family 
members, his parents, brothers and 
cousins. He really emphasizes the 
importance of a strong family con
nection. 

Boyajian then opened a law 
practice in Fresno, which he con
tinues today. Aside .from that 
though, Boyajian practiced what 
he preached and also taug~t courses 
at Fresno City College and opened 
the Zapp's Park night club in the 
Tower district. He then gave up the 
teaching and sold the nightclub to 
run .for City Council. 

Boyajian said, "I thought I 
could do better," as hls reason for 
run.ning. "We needed somebody 
from the district who liked and 
wanted to do something for the 
district." 

"I thought I was the best per
son to represent the district, I went 
to school and opened a busines~ in 
the district." 

"I felt I could make a differ
ence," Boyajian said. 

Boyajian worked hard to spread 
his message to hls community. He 
rigorously walked the precincts and 
did all he could to get people to 
believe in him. And they did. With
out any support from local organi
zations and without . any endorse
ments, Boyajian worked harder and 
won the general election. 

Boyajian enjoys getting things 
done and helping people on the 
City Council. However, he finds it 
disappointing when the bureaucracy 
makes it harder to get thfugs done. 

"I have so many things I want 
to get done and the bureaucracy just 
delays things," Boyajian said. "The 
attitude around city hall is that it is 
more prevalent to say no than to say 
yes and get things done." 

This year Boyajian became the 
City Council President.in charge of 
keeping things in order and trying 
to keep egos in check. He is also 
looking to bring more jobs to Fresn<;> 
so that students graduating from 
Fresno State have the option to find 
a job here. 

Spending time in San Fran
cisco also gave him the backgrQund 
to know that Fresno has too much 
urban sprawl. He would 1ike to 
develop the inn~r city rather than 
the outskirts. 

Tom Boyajian has been a posi
tive influence for students and Ar
menians. He finds that being Ar
menian has given him the traits to 
be successful in life. 

"lt' s important to give back to 
the school I went to and give back 
to Armenian kids, maybe encour
age _or spark something in them," 
Boyajian said. 

And by visiting the Fresno State 
campus, talking to stu.dents and 
speaking at the April24 coirunemo
ration, -Boyajian· did just that by 
saying of his Armenianness, "If you 
cut me, I will bleed pride." 

I thank Tom Boyajian for tak
ing the time to do this interview and 
appreciate the advice he gave me 
and hls openness to speak the truth. 

For all that it's worth, it would 
be an honor for the Hye Sharzhoom 
to· be the first to endorse Tom 
Boyajian in hls future efforts to 
help the community, not because 
he is Amlenian (although it doesn' t 
hurt) but because or" ~s genuine 
dedication to helping others 
throughout his life. 

· HYE-LIGHTS-

Hakob Arestakesyan is a se
nior majoring in Political Science, 
who will graduate this semester. 

Hakob has decided to study at 
Yerevan State University for one 
semester as part of the Fresno 
State-Yerevan State University 
agreement which provides for ex
change students from one univer
sity to study at the other for one 
semester. 

Hakob will be studying a va
riety of courses and will be com
pleting a course in Political Sci- · 
ence on changes in Armenia over 
the past ten years. 

Fresno State students who are 
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Professor Andreas Werz (left) with Vardan Mamikonian 

CONCERT, Cont. from Page 1 . 
The crowd clutched their pro-

grams tightly, many of them smil
ing and swaying their heads to 
Mamikonian' s vibrant interpreta
tion of the score's trills and sudden. 
shifts in mood. From Allegro to 
Scherzo to Andante to Vivace, 
Marnikonian played dramatically, 
leading his audience <?Ut of melan
choly states to upbeat tempos. 

Even though I was sitting in 
the serene concert hall with its hard
wood floors and walls, I felt as if I 
were in a movie theatre listening to 
the soundtrack of a tragedy. 

. The third piece Marnikonian 
performed was Arno 
Babadjanyan ' s Poeme 
Dodecaphonique, whlch started out 
with short, staccato notes that pro
gressed into a smoother legato. 
Marnikonian played this piece very 
intensely, almost stopping com
pletely during softer parts and com
ing back with a fury that captivated 
hls audience. For a work written in 
the twelfth ~e technique pio
neered by Schoenberg, it was very 
lyric(l].. ' 

After the intermission, 
Marnikonian was back to play three 
pieces by Franz Liszt, the first of 
which was Funerailles, a tame yet 
intense piece during which 

mterested in participating in the 
study program at Yerevan State 
University, may contact the Ar
menian Studies Program at 278-
2669 and ask for Program advisor 
Barlow Der Mugrdechian. 

-

Mamikonian' s fingyrs dove into the 
keys as if he was pulling out every 
last note the piano had. After let
ting go of the keys for just a second 
he came back softly, playing as if . 
he was nurturing the keys, apolo
gizing for the previous bout. 

In the second Liszt piece, . 
Liebestraum: Notturno III , 
Mamikonian used the skill of cross
in.g his arms over one another sev
eral times, allowing him to play 
notes qtherwise impossible. 

Mhving ~ on to the Mephisto 
WaJtz No . .1 , Mamikonian again 
picked up hls audience, starting at a . 
fast, direct pace, so that he had the 
_entire row of the balcony on the 
edge of their seats. · 

Abruptly fini shing the piece, 
Mamikonian received a standing 
ovation and came back to satisfy 
his attentive audience with a.n en
core by Aram Khatchatourian. 

Mamikonian, who was born in 
Yerevan, Armenia-, was only 6 years 
old when he started taking piano 
lessons at the Yerevan School_ of 
Music. In 1987 he completed his 
studies in the capital of Armenia 
and furthered his education of mu-
sic in Moscow before settling in . .. . 
Paris, France. 

Winner of several first prizes, 
most recently at the World Music 
Masters Competition in Monte 
Carlo in 1992, Mamikonian is 
ranked among the most ·vital of 
young musicians in the world to
day. 

This first concert of the Phillip 
Lorenz Memorial Keyboard Con
certs, was co-sponsored by the Ar
menian Studies Program of Fresno 
State and was the second occasion 
Marnikonian has played in the key
board concert with the support of 
the Armenian Studies. 

_._ 
,· 

.Hye Sharzho.om 
needs writer~, · 

I ·· ' 

photographers, 
copy editors. 

If you are 
interested in 

applying please 
I • 

contact the 
Armenian Studies 
Program office. 

.-
.• 

' 
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Resolution 596, Cont. from Pg 1 

How~ver, things changed as 
party politics became an issue. The 
timing of the resolution may have 
helped it get onto the floor. 

The two major parties are once 

George Radanovich 
Congressman, (R-CA) 

again in a close battle for control of 
the House in the 2000 election. 
The Democrats are feeling ambi
tiou~ and the Republicans are a bit 
on their heels. In this battle f~r 
majority status in the House, H. 
Res. 596 may play a role in the 
outcome. 

Congressional Quarterly has 
reported that incumbent candidate 
James Rogan (R-:CA) is in a diffi
cult race against Democrat chal
lenger Adam Schiff. Rogan is the 
representative of California's 27th 
district, which includes Glendale 
and Burbankwith the highest con
centration of Armenians outside of 
Yerevan. 

Passage of the ·resolution 
would help Rogan in his race as 
well as improve the Republican's 
c~ances of maintaining, the major
ity in the House in a few other 
races. 

At a fundraiser for Rogan in 
late August, Speaker Hastert sur
prisingly said that he would sup
port the Genocide resolution and 
bring it to the House floor for vote. 
It was this sudden reversalbf opin
ion that provided the spark for ·the 

Dennis Hastert (R-IL) 
Speaker of the House 

Anrienian Genocide. resolution to 
be brought up in committee. 

When the House reconvened 
after the August break, the House 
International Relations Committee 
held a four and a half-hour hearing 
on September 14. Three panels 
gave testimony for and against the 
resolution. 

The first panel consisted of 
members of Congress in support of 
the resolution, including Demo
cratic Whip David Bonior (D-MI) 
and Congressman Rogan. They 
testified that the resolution· is a state
ment by the U.S. House on' the 

~ American response to the Arme
nian Genocide and not an attack on · 

the Turkish Government. 
The second panel featured re

marks by State pepartment repre
sentative Marc Grossman who in
dicated that the Administration's 
opposition to the Genocide resolu
tion is not due to the view that the 
.Genocide never happened but 
rather .the impact it could have on 
U.S. and Turkish relations. 

The third panel consisted of 
experts in the field of genocide 
studies: Prof. Robert Smith and · 
Prof. Robert Melson who provid~d 
historical facts of the Armenian 
Genocide. Also in that panel were 
Turkish denial crusaders, Prof. J tis
tin McCarthy and Gunduz Buphi 
Aktan, a former Turkish · Foreign 
Ministry official. 

The week after the hearing, 
the House Internationai Relations 
Subcommittee on Int~rnational Op·
erations and Human Rights adopted 
the measure by voice vote on Sep·
tember 21, sending it to full com-

mittee. .-.-1 

Speaking in support of the reso
lution prior to the vote was Sub
committee Chairman Chris Smith 
(R-NJ) who stressed· that U.S. for
eign policy must not be "complicit 

James Rogan 
Congressman, (R-CA) 

to a conspiracy of silence abo'ut 
.genocide." 

Representatiye Cynthia 
McKinney (D-GA) criticized the 
"disinformation, misinformation or 
outright lies," by those lobbyists 
denying the Armenian Genocide. 

· The high priced Turkish lobby 
led by former Representative and 
one time Speaker Robert 
Livingston, though in full force, 
were unable to stop this measure 

. from being passed. . 
Afterthe approval by the Sub

committee, Tqrkey issued threats 
to the U.S. Government. Demon
strators in Adana burned the Ar
menian flag and America.rrmade 
goods in front of the U.S. cons~late 
in the city. 

Demonstrators called upon 
Turkish people to boycott US. 
products tf the House approves the 
draft bill. 

·Turkey warned the U.S. that 
adoption of the bill would seri
ous~y harm the friendly ties be
tween the two countries as well as 
damage Ankara's .already tense re
lations with Yerevan. 

These'threats however failed 
as.those working for the Genocide 
resolution's passage used the 
Speaker's support as leverage to 
get it on to the House floor. 

Prior to the mark-up hearing 
on September 28, the original reso
lution, H. Res. 398, was renamed 
and reintroduced as H. Res. 596. 
The new bill replaced the ciause 

Hye Sharzhoom 

~ -H. Res. 596 

RESOLUTION 

The Armenian Genocide Resolution affirms the United States · 
record on the Armenian Genocide and: 

7 
mittee this year and have been the 
ones pulling the strings and fight
ing to get this resolution onto the 
floor ~nd passed. _ 

It was during the April 24th 
commemoration on the Fresno 
State campus when Congressman 
Radanovich' s district director, 
Steve Samuelian, reported to the 
students that the Congressman co
authored this bill. But until now 
relatively little has been heard about 

1) Ca~s upon the President to ensure that the foreign policy of 
the Umted States reflects appropriate understanding and sensi
tivity concerning issues· related to. human rights, ethnic cleans
ing, and genocide documented in the United States record 
re~ating to the Armenian Genocide, and the con~equences of the 

~ the resolution. 

· fallure to enforce the judgments of the Turkish courts against the 
responsible officials; and 

2) Calls upo~ the President in the President's annual message 
commemoratmg the Armenian Genocid~ issued on or about 
April 24th to characterize the systematic and deliberate annihila
tion of 1,500,000 ~menians as genocide and to recall the proud. 

requiring training of U.S. Diplo
mats on the Armenian Genocide in 
order to avoid an attempt to kill the 
bill by lead opponent Dan Burton 
(R-IN) who claimed additional ju
risdiction on behalf of the Govern
ment. Reform Committee ·that he 
chairs. 

After another long debate, and 
proposed st311 tactics by Repre:;en
tatives Burton and Tom Lantos (D
CA) to water down the wording of 
the resolution, the vote in full Com
mittee was posti:Joned to October 

.·3. 

It was reconsidere4 and ap
proved in the full committee and 
sent to the House floor to be voted · 
on. 

Now H. Res. 596 is one step 
away from becoming official 
record of the U.S. House of Rep:
resentatives. This is where it will 
become interesting to see if the 
resolution will get the same sup
port that it enjoyed earlier by the 
Republic~ leadership, or if they 
will abandon it hoping to have done 
enough to get ~ogan reelected. 

H. Res. 596 is a true testament 
to the power of the people's vote. 
This resolution could determine 
who would have control of the 1 07th 
U.S. Congress. It is however un
fortunate that this resolution is not 
passed on its own stren·gth, the truth 
and support of human rights. Yet it 
is clear that the alliance the U.S. 
has made with Turkey has long 
since prevented the U.S. from do
ing the right thing. 

It is time for th~ American 
voters to call upon its government 
to do the right thing rather than the 

Benjamin Gilman 
Congressman, (R-NY) , 

· strategic thing. 
H. Res. 596 affirms the United 

States record on the Armenian 
Genocide and 1) Calls upon the 

David Bonior 
Congressman, (0-MI) 

President to ensure that foreign 
policy of the~ U.S. reflects appro
priate understanding and sensitiv- , 
ity concerning issues related to 
human rights, ethnic cleansing, and 
genocide documented in the U.S. 
record ·relating to the .Armenian 
Genocide and 2) Calls upon the 
President to properly characterize 
the Armenian Genocide as geno
cide in the Presidents· annual April 
24th address. 

Representative George 
Radanovich and Minority Whip 
David Bonior introduced the Ar
menian Genocide resolution into 
the International Relations Com-

Chris Smith 
Congressman, (R-NJ) 

Even Armenian President Rob
ert Kocharian' s visit to Washing
ton this summer did little to spark 
movement in the resolution. 

Throughout the year, the Ar
menian Assembly of America Inc. 
and the Armenian National Com-~ 

mittee have worked together to 
lobby for congressional support for 
the resolution and managed to get 
over 140 represent(!tives to sign on 
and cosponsor the resolution. 

Much of the work was d~ne by 
staff and interns who called Arme
nian constituents to get them ac- · 
tively involved and urge tJ:leir Rep
resentatives to cosponsor the bill. 

H. Res·. 596 will need contin
ued support from constituents to 
have a good chance of passing on 
the House floor. · Each call to a 
Congressman makes a difference 
in the way they vote. 

Cynthia McKinney 
Congresswoman, (D-GA) 

Call your 
Representatives! 

Ask them to vote in 
favor of H. Res. 59·6. 

Call your Me~ber of Congress or send a FAX. 

To determine who represents you in Congress or to 
·send a webfax to your representative, visit: 

www .aa~inc.org or www .anca.org , 
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there. 
Prof. Ephraim Smith of the 

History Department at Fresno State 
assisted Bulbulian' s search by giv
ing him access to a large data base 
of newspaper articles on life in 
Fresno in the. early part of the cen
tury, the originals of which 

Berge Bulbulian 

Bulbulian found at the Henry Mad
den Library at Fresno State. 

Further information was found 
at the Fresno County Library with 
the help of Linda Sitterding, who at 

. the tinle was director of the Cali
fornian Room. She located many 
sources that Bulbulian believes he 
wouldn't have found on his own. 

The search for information 
continued with interviews of de
scendants of the Seropians, the first 
permanent Armenian settlers in 
Fresno in 1881. 

George Richard Seropian pro
vided Bulbulian with first-hand in
formation from discussions that he 
had with his father George Seropian 
Sr., one of the five Seropian broth
ers who settled in Fresno. 

Zabel Melkonian of Visalia 
. provided i nformation about her 
mother and grandmother. 

The information gathering pro
cess lasted two years, with endless 
nights searching microfilms in the 
Madden and County libraries as 
well as the many interviews. Writ
ing the book took another two and 
a half years. 

Some of the interesting fact-s 
Bulbulian ·]earned during the re
search for his book were that the 
Genocide of 1915 was not the only 
event that led Armenians to immi-

most Armenians came to Fresno 
from the East Coast, where they 
were tradesmen, merchants, and 
factory-workers before they immi
grated to Fresno, rather than the 
belief that these Armenians had al
ways been farmers and merely con
tinued farming in Fresno. 

Bulbulian said he was fasci-
_nated when rese~rching the 

Seropian family. He was amazed at 
lts extensive size and how they were 
able to fit in and develop their busi
ness so quickly. 

The book demonstrates the f<;>r
titude of the Fresno Armenians 
through stoP,es of how they were 
able to get into business so quickly 
once ~ey immigrated to the. area. 
They were very prosperous early 
on, which may have led to the later 
discrimination against Armenlans, 
that through hard work, they man
·aged to overcome. 

Bulbulian is a retired grape 
farmer from the Fresno area, where 
he has lived for most of his life. · 
Bulbulian has a degree in Pqiloso
phy from the UniversityofCalifor- · 
nia, Los Angeles. 

He has always been interested 
in history and his travels to Europe 
have helped preserve this fascina
tion. While on vacation in Europe,. 
Bulbulian visited many archeologi
cal sites and museums. He found 
that the more he traveled the more 
he becaine involved in history, par-
ticularly art history. . 

Bulbulian's profound interest 
in education has led him to have a 
long-term connection with Arme
nian Studies Program and the Henry 
Madden Library. 

· Bulbulian was 70 years old 
when he began writing the book. It 
was one of his goals to do some
thing significant after the age of 65. 

Bulbulian has written many 
articles, yet this was the first book 
he publish~d. Public reaction to The 
Fresno Armenians has been very 
positive, and people seem to be able 
to relate to the stories in the book. 
Bulbulian says thatnon-Arrnenians 
have learned a tremendous ainount 
about the Armenian community in 
Fresno. 

Bulbulianhas thoughts of writ
ing a follow up to The Fresno Ar
menians. He thinks his second book 
would be more like a novel, or a 
memoir which relates to the Anne-

grate to Fresno. nian community. 
Bulbulian learned that the ear- The Fresno Armenians was 

liest_Armenians·came to Fresno in published by The Press at CSU, 
1881 because of the massacres and Fresno, and made possible ·by a 
economic depression occurring in grant provided by Mr. Henry S. 
the Ottoman Empire at that .time. Khanzadian. Kazan, in memory of 

Bulbulian also learned that his late wife, M. Victoria Kazan. r--------------------, 
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t· 

I 
·I 
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Left to right: Senator for Special Projects, Eric Mouradian; Senator for Business, Ara 
Mekhitarian; Associated Students President Arakel Arisian; .AS Secretary, Rita Aramian; and 
Senator for Sciences and Mathematics, Talar Atarian. Arisian was elected to a second term 
as AS Presi,dent in campus elections held in May 2000. 

Academic Year .2001-2002 
Scholarship and grant Applications 

For Continuing and New Studen~ . 

Applications for scholarships/ grant for th~ 2001-200 1' academic year are 
available on-line only at http://studentaffairs.csufresno.edu/fuiancial aid -

ileadlin·e for completing the on-line application is November 17, ~000. 
For Additional information contact the University Scholarship Office 

at 559-278-6572. 
Students applying for Armenian studies scholarships and grants must 

~omplete and return a supi»>emental form which is available only through 
the Armenian Studies Program office, Peters Business Building, Room 
384, or call 278-2669. 
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HYESHARZHOOM 
NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 

Hye Sharzhoom is sent without charge to thousands of people throughout the 
world. Although there is no subscription fee we urge readers to support our efforts 
with donations of any amount. This request has · assumed a special importance 
because of increased mailing costs. . 

Yes, I would like to support the Hye Sharzhoom mailing expenses with a 
donation of: 
$ ___ _ 
Name: 
Address: ________ City:-....,.---· State: __ Zip: __ _ 

Please ~ake checks payable to Armenian S~dies Program and send to: 
Armenian Studies Program 
California State University, Fresno 
5245 N Backer Ave MIS PB 4 

. Fresno, CA 937 40-8001 


